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Viditelna zena: Vénovano vSem odvaznym

Mluvit o spole€nosti pfedstavuje snahu zasahnout pohyblivy cil. Kazdy den se tézi§té posouva nékam jinam. Pre-
sto existuje jedno téma, které prezentuje 90% médii jako relativné stabilni: je to téma genderovych roli, roli muzi
a zen ve spolecnosti. At jsou to billboardy a reklama obecné, kulturni myty véetné filma, politika, ekonomika, véda -
jakoby nas média ubezpecovala o neménnosti statutu quo, tedy o tom, Ze vS§echny promény spolecenskych roli jsou
viceméné povrchové, Ze v hloubi nasich zivotl zGstava ono tradi¢ni prerozdéleni, na které jsme zvykli po stovky let.
Jedinou viditelnou Zenou zlstava kralovna krasy, se véemi svymi problematickymi atributy. Pfesto véechno medi-
alni vymyvani mozku je vétsiné soudnych bytosti jasné, ze ackoli Freud vidél Zeny v roce 1905 jako vykastrované
chudinky, v roce 2007 se jich vétSina takto neciti. SpiSe citi pravo a chut G€astnit se Zivota spole¢nosti. Ta na jejich
aktivitu - pfes v8echny proklamace - ale stale neni pfipravena.

Cela historie je poznamenana témér uplnou neviditelnosti Zen. Tato neviditelnost ma prekvapivou setrvaénost.
Jedna nejmenovana soucasna Ceska senatorka, ktera se vénuje zlepSeni postaveni Zen ve spolecnosti, si pfimo
preje zUstat neviditelna. Nechce totiz, aby o ni média psala jako o zastankyni Zen, ¢imz by se podle svého nazoru
vystavila spoleéenskému posméchu. Viditelnost v politické kauze ,Zena“ znamena byt oznacen-a jako ,feministka“.
Toto oznaceni naopak nevadi nam v prezidentce.cz, protoZze slovo feminismus vnimame pozitivné. Chapeme ty,
ktefi Ci které se jednoduse v klidu chtéji vénovat své praci, ale zaroven se snazime posunout Uroven diskurzu vys.
Cilem iniciativy prezidentka.cz je zviditelnéni Zen na vefejné scéné, protoZze se domnivame, Ze je nutné ,prokleti*
vefejné viditelnosti Zen prekonat. A je nutné najit cesty, jak to provést dobre, krasné a s radosti pro vSechny.

V tomto sborniku jsme chtély zachytit ,genderovy” rok od bfezna 2006 do bfezna 2007 tak, jak jsme ho vidély nasi-
at' uz jde o rodic¢ovskou dovolenou, registrované partnerstvi ¢i zakon o vykazani domacich nasilnikd-nic (ktery jen
za prvni tfi mésice platnosti zachranil Zivoty stovek lidi). Kandidatura Ségoléne Royal ve francouzskych prezident-
skych volbach slouzi jako doklad moderniho rozsifeni vykladu hesla: Volnost-rovnost-bratrstvi. Simone de Beauvoir
napsala v roce 1949 v knize Druhé pohlavi: ,...Zena neni vas bratr”, ale zda se, Ze Ségoléne Royal tak trochu bratr
je. Cimz nechci zpochybnit jeji Zenstvi, ale naopak potvrdit univerzalismus terminu ,bratrstvi“ jako v sougasné
dobé zahrnujici i Zeny. Otevirani témat promén roli Zen, ale i muzu ve spole¢nosti bylo vzdycky ¢aste¢né soucasti
undergroundu &i druhé kultury. Proto pfipominam hlavni heslo americké undergroundové performerky Lydie Lunch:
,Dokumentujte, zaznamenavejte! At nic neni zapomenuto!" V tom je smysl této publikace, jako zaznamu nasi doby,
zaznamu specificky zaméfeného na ,Zenské" udalosti. Uvozovky poukazuji na problematiénost kategorie Zenstvi,
opodstatnéni jejihoz uziti vidime predevsim v politické oblasti.

Tri autorky ve sbirce zastoupené se jinak i v zakladnich Zenskych charakteristikach odliSuji - nespojuje nas vSechny
ani matefstvi, ani sexudlni orientace - a presto véfime, Ze si rozumime, Ze se chapeme jako soucast feministické
revoluce. Co to znamena? Z urcitych divodu nas tési, kdyz se Zenam obecné dafi lip. Kdyz mizZou pracovat
v oboru, pro které maji nadani, jako politicky, diplomatky nebo hragky Ceské filharmonie, ale t&3i nas i to, kdyZ se
rozhodnou zUstat doma s détmi. TéSi nas, kdyz jejich téla uvédoméle patfi jim a ne statu, kdyZz nemuseji vykrvacet
pfi nelegaini interrupci. Stovky drobnosti, které ¢ini Zivot dustojnym. Samoziejmé nas tési vSechny obecné pokro-
ky ve spolecnosti. JenZe Zenska perspektiva se v obecné univerzalité tak snadno ztraci... Proto je na ni potfeba
poukazovat, pfipominat ji, je to na$§ genderovy mainstreaming, prosazovani genderového pohledu. Pro¢ zrovna
my? Mozna to prameni z nasi Zivotni zkuSenosti: tfeba s nami v porodnici zachazeli jak s dobytkem a my na to
pres vSechno $tésti ze zdravych déti nezapomnély. Mozna jsme chtély byt pilotkami. Mozna jsme mély ucitelky,
které nam daly socialni imaginaci. Mozna jen mame kamaradky a kamarady, co trpi ve vztazich zaloZenych na
prezitych stereotypech. Mozna ti, co véfi na reinkarnaci, vidi nasi ulohu jako reakci na minuly Zivot ,éarodéjnice”
upalené na hranici. Mozna myslenka Zenské participace na vefejnych aktivitach patfi k duchu doby. Mozna by Zeny
v politice po roce 1989 usetfily nasi zemi rozkradani postkomunistickou mafii...

Dalsi rok, doufejme, pfevezme nase role dalSi trojice aktivistek, které budou pokraovat. Na nasi webové strance
www.prezidentka.cz se béhem roku objevila fada zajimavych nominaci na ¢eskou prezidentku, fada zajimavych
Zen, které maji co Fict — kéZ se presunou z nasi kandidatky na mista zvolenych. Aktivita “prezidentek” sméfuje
k otevieni vefejného prostoru, k posouvani genderového diskurzu a k reflexim zmén, které zachycuje tato sbirka.
Ale jestli to staci? Ne. Bude trvat jes$té hodné dlouho, nez se véci zméni, ale to nas nesmi odradit. Patriarchat visi
nékde na ocelovych lanech, tfeba tam, kde se organizovany zlo¢in spojuje s tajnymi sluzbami. Stejni muzi Zenou
globalizaci do negativnich otacek, stejné panské kluby brzdi vyvoj ekologickych produkti. Mytus krasy i u nas
uspésné rozhodil sité. Esteticka chirurgie vzkvéta, jen letos bylo otevieno nékolik novych klinik. Jak fika $éfchirurg
v seridle Simpsonovi: ,Diky nam budete uSetfeni pohledu na biologicky starnouci Zeny!"

Mozna se vam z mladické nerozvaznosti zda situace dobra. To znamena, Ze je nejvyssi Cas otevfit oci a hlavu
a pustit se do prace. Snad vas tento sbornik potési a potvrdi vam to, co uz davno vite.

Pavla Jonssonova, 22.4. 2007



The Visible Woman: Dedicated to the Courageous

Talking about society is like trying to hit a moving target - the focus shifts every day. Nevertheless, there is one
topic that 90 per cent of the media present as being relatively stable: the topic of gender roles; the roles of men
and women in society. Whether it is billboards and advertising in general, cultural myths (including film), politics,
economics, and science, it seems the media keep assuring us of the inalterability of the status quo; that all changes
in social roles are more or less superficial, that deep down our lives retain a traditional partition that we have grown
accustomed to over thousands of years. The only currently visible woman remains the beauty queen, with all her
extremely problematic attributes. In spite of all the media brainwashing, for the majority of sensible people it is clear
that, although in 1905 Freud perceived women as castrated wretches, in 2007 the majority of women do not feel
like castrated wretches in the slightest. They rather feel like exercising their right to take part in public life. Society,
despite its claims, is not yet ready for them.

The whole of history is marked by the almost total invisibility of women. This invisibility has a surprising tenacity.
For instance, one current Czech woman senator, who devotes time to improving the position of women in society,
literally wishes to remain invisible. Namely, she wants to avoid being portrayed by the media as a women’s advocate
as she would thus expose herself to the ridicule of society. To be visible in the political cause of “woman” means
being labelled a “feminist”. This, on the other hand, is not a problem for us at the prezidentka.cz website, because
we perceive the word feminism as positive. We understand those who want to do their job in peace and quiet, but
at the same time we are trying to raise the level of the discourse. The objective of the initiative prezidentka.cz is to
overcome the “curse” on the public visibility of women other than those conforming to the traditional stereotype of
femininity. It is vital to find ways of doing this well, beautifully, and as something pleasurable for everyone.
We wanted to capture the “gender” year from March 2006 to March 2007 as we saw it through our own eyes.
Not even the most conservative of the media can ignore the legislative transformations towards a more balanced
situation, whether in terms of parental leave, registered partnerships or the law on the expulsion of perpetrators of
domestic violence, which in the first three months of its existence managed to protect hundreds of lives. In France,
the nomination of Ségoléne Royal acts as evidence of a new interpretation of the motto: Liberté, Egalité, Fraternité.
In her 1949 book, The Second Sex, Simone de Beauvoir wrote that “a woman is not your brother”, but it seems that
in some way Ségoléne Royal is a brother — in saying which | do not want to question her femininity, on the contrary, |
want to confirm the universality of the term “fraternity”, that these days also might, even if on rare occasions, include
women. The opening up of topics on the transformation of women'’s roles in society was always an “underground”
matter or a part of an alternative culture. That is why | repeat the main rallying cry of the American underground per-
former, Lydia Lunch: “Document, record! So that nothing is forgotten! ” Herein | see the meaning of this publication
- as a testimony of our era, a testimony specifically focused on “women’s” events. The quotation marks point to the
problematic nature of the categories of “women” and “men”, whose use is justified in the political sphere.
In fact, the three authors represented in this anthology do differ even in basic women’s characteristics — we are not
connected through motherhood, or our sexual orientation, etc. — and despite this, we believe that we understand
each other, we consider ourselves part of the feminist revolution. What does this mean? We welcome the specific
ways in which it can be seen that women are in general doing better now: they are able to work in fields that suit
their talents, as politicians, architects, diplomats, musicians in the Czech Philharmonic Orchestra etc., or they need
not work at all and can stay at home with ten children; their body belongs to them and not to the state and they do
not have to bleed to death during an illegal abortion. Hundreds of changes that have made life more dignified. Of
course, we are glad for all the general progress in society. Nevertheless, the women'’s perspective gets lost so easily
within a general universality. That is why it is necessary to draw attention to it and remind people of it - it is our gender
mainstreaming, a promotion of the gender perspective.
Why us? Perhaps we were spurred on by our life experience: maybe we were treated like cattle in the maternity hos-
pital and, in spite of all the joy of having healthy children, have not forgotten about it. Perhaps we wanted to become
pilots. Perhaps we had female teachers who instilled a social imagination in us. Perhaps we simply have male and
female friends who are enduring relationships that are based on painful, outmoded stereotypes. Perhaps those who
believe in reincarnation view our mission as a reaction to previous lives as “witches” burnt at the stake. Perhaps the
thought of women'’s participation in public activities is part of our zeitgeist. Perhaps women in politics after 1989 might
have prevented our country from being pillaged by the post-communist mafia.
Hopefully, next year another three activists will take over. On our website www.prezidentka.cz, an interesting array
of nominations for a Czech woman president has appeared, a number of impressive women, who have something
to say — if only they would move from our candidature to the place of the elected. The activity of the female “presi-
dents” strives to open the public space, shift the gender discourse and reflect the changes that are captured by this
anthology. But does this suffice? No, it does not. It will take a very long time until things change, but we should not
be discouraged by this. Patriarchy is hanging not by a thread but on a rope of steel, for instance where organised
crime joins forces with the secret services. The same men are driving globalisation into a negative realm, the same
gentlemen’s clubs are obstructing the development of ecological products. The beauty myth has also successfully
caught on in our country. Cosmetic surgery is flourishing; this year alone, several new clinics have been opened.
“Thanks to us, you won’t have to look at biologically aging women!,” says the Chief Surgeon in The Simpsons series.
Perhaps a glancing consideration could make the situation seem good. This means that it is high time we all opened
our eyes and minds and got working. This book is a collection of reflections on what we saw in 2006-2007. Hopefully
it will delight you and help you to recognise what you have already long known.

Pavla Jonssonova, 22nd of April, 2007
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Katerina Jonasova

Zena se zeleznou maskou
aneb o hermafroditismu
v politice

Zeny se pro uréité druhy &innosti zkrat-
ka nehodi. Neslusi jim to na traktoru, vitr
a slunce je prili$ oslehaji. Stejné tak je osleha
politika. Udéla z nich hermafrodita, muzatku,
¢lovéka moci, rozumu a pikli. Ztrati se jejich
zenskost a cela spole¢nost utrpi velkou ztra-
tu. Nebo jinak - do politiky vstupuje jediné
zena hermafrodit, jediné zena s mozkem
a jednanim muze, jina by to vécné slovickare-
ni, lobbystické nechutnosti a naro¢né schu-
zovani nevydrzela. A co déti, jak ty by trpély!
Politickopolitik zadné déti nema.

AC¢ se tomu lecktefi branime, velmi podobnym
zpusobem uvazujeme vSichni. Nase podvédomi
pracuje neomylné na podkladé stereotypl tyka-
jicich se barvy pleti ¢i pohlavi. Existuje obecné
pfijimana predstava, kterou si spojujeme se
vzhledem, vlastnostmi, schopnostmi a Zivotnim
cyklem Zeny; a predstava, kterou si spojujeme se
stejnymi atributy u muze. Uz jen na zakladé zna-
losti pohlavi ¢loveéka, s nimz se chystame mluvit,
mame vytvofen ramec predpokladd, chcete-li
predsudk, které do jeho jednani podsouvame.
Tyto stereotypy se do nas ukladaji odmalicka.
Bez nich bychom do svéta vrustali horko tézko.
Nalézt ,vlastni pohlavi“ da mnohem vice namahy
nez vzit rodové zbrané z nabidkového katalogu
a naucit se s nimi zachazet dle pfichazejici spo-
leenské odmény-pochvaly. Zeny a muzi jsou
odli$né vychovavani, jsou odliSné podporovany
ve zpusobu a stylu komunikovani, maji jiné vzory
a jiné zkusenosti. Divky uz ve véku péti let pres-
né védi, co to znamena byt skvéla Zena, stejné
dokonale jsou o své idealni identité informovani
chlapci.

Pro¢ tak obsirné rozebiram jakousi nasi nevidi-
telnou a nezmeéfitelnou vnitini strukturu? Jsou
v ni totiz ukryty odpovédi na otazky, které v sou-
Casnosti trapi vétSinu demokratickych zemi své-
ta. Jakymi mechanismy zafidit, aby demokracie
byla demokraticka i z hlediska rodd? Tedy, jak
dostat Zeny do regionalni, vysokeé, ¢i mezinarod-
ni politiky? Politika je ze své podstaty oteviena
scéna, v niz by mély zaznit v8echny spoleCen-
ské hlasy a v niZ by se stereotypy, o kterych mlu-
vim, mély spiSe rozbijet nez betonovat. Na tom
se vétSinou vsichni shodneme. Tfi Ctvrtiny Ces-
kého obyvatelstva dokonce dle mezinarodnich

srovnani vnimaji ucast zen v politickém a vefej-
ném Zivoté i na vysSich funkcich jako uzite¢nou
a zadouci. Jedinymi zemémi, které zastoupeni
Zen v politice do jisté miry vyreSily, jsou sever-
ské staty. Zde ale dle nékterych vykladu panuje
tradici dany stav, kdy muzi viadnou mofi a Zzeny
pevniné. Na zakladé toho je pfedstava Zzeny jako
hlavy rodiny, potazmo hlavy statu, pro volice
znama a oni nemaji problémy s podporou vstupu
Zen do politiky. U nas je tomu jinak. Kazdy pokus
o nastoleni rovnosti ve vefejné sféfe pomoci
néjakych pozitivnich opatfeni je chapan jako
prezitek z minulé éry.
Pod kamenem predsudkl lezi zakopan i pes
vysvétlujici vlaznost Zenské solidarity a nemoz-
nost uspéchu zenské politické strany. Bézna
volicka je zatim natolik v zajeti predsudkl, Ze
reaguje stejné jako konzervativni muz. Prosté
nebude podporovat Zenu na kandidatce jen pro-
to, Ze je zena a ze by tak mohla zastupovat jeji
specificky zenské problémy a starosti. V hlavé ma
zakdédovano, Ze zena v politice je vyjimka, zZen-
sky exot, ktery jeji zenskosti stejné neporozumi.
A soucCasna prezentace a sebeprezentace Ces-
kych politiCek ji v jejim pocitu jen utvrzuje. Nase
politicky sice neunavné Celi stereotypnim otaz-
kam ze strany médii o propojeni politiky a rodi-
ny, ale tvafi se programové jako nelfeministky,
Zenské hnuti &i zenska témata - a¢ podporovana
Evropskou unii i rezolucemi OSN - pro né nee-
xistuji, odmitaji mluvit o své Zenské zkuSenosti
z politiky a radéji se smifuji se statutem ,extra“.
ZdUraznovani, ze zeny politiku zméni, Ze ji vylep-
Si, Ze do ni vnesou empatii, schopnost komuni-
kace, flexibilitu, vécnost a ochotu k dialogu, je
ovSem také jen prodluzovanim stavajiciho ste-
reotypu a vé&ci to pfili§ nepomuze. Zeny - stejné
jako muzi - jsou, jaké jsou. Jsou chytré, méné
chytré, zkorumpovatelné, nepfipravené, hada-
vé, tvrdé. Jsou stejné dokonale pfizplisobené
muzskému fadu vladnuti jako zelezna Margaret
Thatcher, ktera je vzorem hermafroditni politicky.
Nebo jsou své - tedy hluboce Zenské - jako nék-
teré africké Fec€nice. Ale jsou! Jako individuaini
osobnosti zenského pohlavi a predevSim jako
politické subjekty skute¢né existuji a nemuseji
hledat verfejné vyziti jen v neziskovych organiza-
cich, v charité ¢i modelingu. Tam je sice rodovy
katalog vidi nejradéji, ale neni to spravedlivé,
demokratické a sebeuvédomélé misto.

vyslo v MFDnes, bfezen 2006



The Woman in the Iron Mask:
On Hermaphroditism in Politics

Women are simply not suited for certain kinds
of activities. Sitting in a tractor doesn’t suit
them because they get lashed by the wind
and sun. And they will get lashed by politics
in the same way. It will turn them into herma-
phrodites, masculinities, people of power,
intellect and intrigue. Or to put it another way
— only a woman hermaphrodite enters poli-
tics, a woman with the brain and behaviour
of a man, otherwise she would not be able
to endure the constant quibbling, loathso-
me lobbying and demanding meetings. And
what about the kids, how they would suffer!
A “malefemale” politician hasn’t got any chil-
dren. Although some of us try to suppress
this kind of thinking, most of us tend to think
like this.

Our subconscious works on the basis of ste-
reotypes related to skin colour or sex. There is
a commonly accepted conception associated
with the appearance, characteristics, capabilities
or life cycle of a woman; and another concepti-
on associated with the same attributes in men.
Even before we talk to a person, we create a fra-
mework of assumptions, or prejudices if you like,
that we project onto their behaviour, based on
their sex. We are fed these stereotypes from ear-
ly on, and without these stereotypes, it would be
difficult to fit into the world. It takes more effort to
find one’s “own gender” than to take your gender
weapons from a catalogue and learn to opera-
te them according to the societal reward-praise
received. Women and men are brought up dif-
ferently, and differently supported in their ways
and styles of communication; they have different
role-models and different experiences. A girl at
the age of five will know exactly what it means
to be a wonderful woman, while boys are just as
perfectly informed about their ideal identity.

Why do | go to such lengths to analyse our
invisible and immeasurable inner structure?
The answers to the questions that trouble most
democratic countries in the world are hidden in
this structure. Which mechanisms should be
used to ensure that democracy is democratic,
even from the gender perspective? How can wo-
men be got into regional, national or international
politics? Politics in its essence is an open scene,
where all voices of society should be heard and
where the stereotypes | am talking about should

be smashed rather than cemented. We all tend
to agree on this. According to international com-
parisons, three quarters of the Czech population
perceive the participation of women in political
and public life, even in the higher positions, as
useful and desirable. The only countries that
have solved the representation of women in poli-
tics are the Nordic countries, where traditionally
men rule the sea and women the land. By vir-
tue of this, the notion of woman as the head of
the family, or head of state, has been familiar to
voters, who are not opposed to supporting wo-
men entering politics. In our country, things are
different. Each attempt to impose equality in the
public sphere through some positive measures
is seen as a relic of the communist era.

The roots of indifference towards women’s soli-
darity and the impossibility of a women'’s political
party succeeding, are buried under a set of pre-
conceptions. An ordinary female voter has so far
been bound by prejudice to such an extent that
she tends to act in the same way as a conser-
vative man would. She will not support a woman
on a list of candidates just because the candi-
date is a woman and thus could represent her
specific women’s problems and worries. It has
been deeply ingrained in her that a woman in
politics is an exception rather than a rule; a fema-
le outsider, who will not understand the voter’s
femininity anyway. The current presentation and
self-presentation of Czech female politicians
confirms her feeling. Even though our female
politicians tirelessly face stereotypical questions
from the media about the interconnectedness of
politics and family, they come across as program-
matically non-feminist. Women’s movements or
women’s issues — even though supported by
the European Union or through UN resolutions
— do not exist for these women, they refuse to
talk about their women’s experience in politics
and rather acquiesce to their status of being
something “extra”.

To stress that women will change politics, improve
it, introduce empathy, the ability to communica-
te, flexibility, matter-of-factness and willingness
to hold dialogue is, however, only a continuation
of the current stereotype and will not help the
issue. Women — like men — are whatever they
are. They can be clever, less clever, corruptib-
le, unprepared, quarrelsome, hard. They are as
perfectly suited to the male order of ruling as
the Iron Lady, Margaret Thatcher, an example
of the hermaphrodite female politician, used to
be. Or they are themselves — therefore deeply
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Verejné déti-verejné matky

Soucasny baby boom ma $anci zaridit, ze se
vSechny politické kolaée budou péct znovu.
Rodi Husakovy holgicky. Zeny, které zcestovaly
svet, vydeélaly si penize, nasly vhodné partnery,
zafidily si bydleni, ziskaly spoleenskou prestiz
a ekonomickeé jistoty. Ke Stésti jim chybélo uz
jen splnéni obanské reprodukéni povinnos-
ti. Demograficka kfivka tak dlouho klesala, az
z toho na$e politiky a média zacala bolet hlava.
A Husakovy holCi¢ky se dostaly do existencni kri-
ze, protoze se jich po tficitce uz nikdo neptal na
Skolu nebo zazitky, ale na to, kdy planuji décko.
Ano, déti jsou zarukou toho, Ze nas bude mit kdo
Zivit. A jako takova zaruka jsou vefejnym objek-
tem. Je jich tfeba tolik a tolik ro¢né, dle jejich
po¢tu a procentualniho meziro¢niho pfirtstku
se méfi charakter spole€nosti, pfipadné urcuje
pfiblizné datum vymfeni narodniho genofondu.
Troufam si tvrdit, Ze se Husakovy hol¢icky neza-
viou se svymi uzlicky do domaciho vézeni, ale
svych vefejnych déti vyuziji k tomu, aby se o ony
staly vefejnymi. V péci o déti se totiz v nasich
podminkach matky dostavaji do izolace, ktera
se Husakovym holcickam nebude libit, nebude
je naplfiovat a vyvola v nich vztek a touhu po
spoleCenské zméné. Zacnou pracovat brzy po
narozeni ditéte. Bud na ¢asteCny uvazek, nebo
pfimé&ji tatinky ke stfidavé péci. Takze donuti
pracovni trh, aby jim i jejich partnerim vytvofil
vyhovujici nabidku. Vydupaiji si obnoveni jesli.
Zacnou dlrazné mluvit do mistni samospravy,
protoZe jim nebude jedno, v jakém prostiedi
jejich potomstvo roste. Budou se snazit prosa-
dit své matefsko-zenské pohledy do ekonomiky,
dopravy, ochrany pfirody, Skolstvi, kultury, pro-
toze jsou zvyklé na uspéch. A diky vétsi otevre-
nosti politickych stran se postaraji i 0 novou pec
pro politické kolace. Aby jejich pfedstava o Zivoté
ziskala odpovidajici Zezlo. Vim, o ¢em mluvim,
sama takovou Husakovou holkou jsem.

vySlo v Lidovych novinach, 2006

Dothe a dotshe

Mala glosa na téma virtualni polis, tedy pro-
storu, kde se politika bude vytvaret v budouc-
nosti.
Vyhlasuji konec bezpohlavni anarchie virtuality!
Zavadime dvé nové celoplanetarni superdomé-
ny: dotshe a dothe neboli ,.he" a ,.she*. S uni-
verzalni platnosti jsou od této minuty vSechny
pornostranky, chaty o programovani v cécku
a vlbec vSechny stranky vyzdvihujici techni-
ku, logiku a porno pfejmenovany. Pfiklad: mis-
to www.xxxautosexmobil.cz piste jiz jen www.
xxxautosexmobil.he. VyhlaSce musi dostat také
stranky Zzvastavé, dietni a aerobikové. Misto
www.tutununudvevejcedenne.cz bude platit ade-
kvatné www.tutununudvevejcedenne.she. Maji-
telim takovych stranek nevzniknou pfevedenim
koncovky zadné dal$i naklady. Je jen bezpodmi-
nec¢né nutné, aby se k vlastnictvi dotshe nebo
dothe stranky pfiznali. Samoziejmé to v dnesni
pokrytecké - na obc&any &i identity bez pohlavi
si hrajici - dobé& neni lehké. Pohledte ovSem na
dasledky. Toto revoluéni zpruhlednéni usnadni
orientaci Zen a muzd nejen na webu, ale i v redl-
ném svété. Web ma Sanci zastavit krizi muzZstvi
a krizi Zenstvi. Ma Sanci vytvofit nové, krasné
stereotypy! Od jednoduse identifikovatelnych
porno- a dietostranek pljdeme totiz dal a dal, az
se cely web rozdéli na dothe a dotshe. Pomo-
ci koncovek da jasné najevo, komu ktera cast
svéta patfi. Ale musime jednat rychle. Sledujte
soucasné trendy i mimo web! Soustfedte se pre-
devsim na Homera Simpsona a Bridget Jones,
dva obgany aspirujici na pozici pohlavnich pro-
totypli soucasnosti. Svét dotshe a dothe si zada,
abychom se vyhranili. Ja, vrchni kontrolorka pro
otazky pohlavni prihlednosti www, vas budu
pravidelné informovat o vyvoiji v této oblasti.
vyslo v tydeniku Reflex, 2006

Potrebujeme Zzenskou politic-
kou stranu?

V souvislosti s tim, Ze strana Rovnost Sanci
hodla vytvorit vlastni kandidatky ve vSech
krajich Ceské republiky v nadchazejicich par-
lamentnich volbach, je ¢as zamyslet se nad



feminine — as some African spokeswomen are.
But they exist! As individual personalities of the
female sex, and foremost as political subjects,
they actually do exist and thus do not need to
find their public self-realisation only in non-profit
organisations, charity work or modelling. Though
the gender catalogue prefers to find them there,
it is not a fair, democratic and self-aware place.
published in MFDnes, March 2006

Public Children — Public Wo-
men

The current baby boom may well result in
a rewriting of the political rulebook.

Husak’s little girls are giving birth. These women
travelled the world, made money, found suitable
partners, established homes, earned public
acclaim and economic security. The only thing
missing was the fulfillment of their civic repro-
ductive duty. The demographic curve had been
decreasing for such a long time that it started to
give our politicians and media a headache. And
Husak’s little girls got into an existential crisis,
because nobody asked them about their educa-
tion or experience, but instead they got asked
about when they were planning a baby. Yes,
children are a guarantee that there will be some-
one to support us. And as such a guarantee,
they become public property. A certain amount
are born each year; the character of a particular
society is measured according to their number
and percentual inter-annual growth, eventually
the possible date of the dying out of the natio-
nal gene pool is determined. | dare to say that
Husak’s little girls will not lock themselves up
under house arrest with their little darlings, but
will use their public children so that they too
become public. Current conditions force mothers
caring for their children into an isolation that
Husak’s little girls will neither like, nor tolerate;
instead it will incite anger and a desire for social
change. Husak’s little girls will start working soon
after giving birth to their child; either part time,
or they will make the dads alternate care and so
force the labour market to create suitable deals
for them and for their partners. They will insist
on a renewal of créches. They will start to vigo-
rously comment on local government, because
they will care about the environment in which
their offspring grow up. They will try to enforce
their mothers’-women’s views into economics,
transport, nature conservation, education and
culture, because they are used to succeeding.
And thanks to the greater openness of political
parties they will take care of the rule-writing pen,
so that their view of life gains an appropriate seal

of authority. | know what | am talking about - | am
one of Husak's girls myself.
published in Lidové noviny, 2006

Dot-he and dot-she

A short comment on the topic of the virtual
polis, i.e. the place where politics will be con-
ducted in future.

| declare an end to the sexless anarchy of virtu-
ality! We are introducing two new, all planetary
super-domains — dot-he and dot-she or “.he” and
“.she ”. Every porn website, chats about C pro-
gramming, and generally all websites elevating
technology, logic and porn are to be renamed with
a universal validity in force from this minute. For
instance: instead of www. Xxxautosexmobil.cz
(www.xxx.carsexmobile.cz), write www.xxxcar-
sexmobile.he. All the websites about gossip,
dieting or aerobics will also be liable under this
notice. Instead of www.tutununudvevejceden-
ne.cz (www.tutununutwoeggsaday.cz) a more
appropriate www.tutununutwoeggsaday.she will
be in place. No additional costs will arise for the
owners of such websites when changing their
domain suffix. It is absolutely necessary to dec-
lare one’s interests clearly regarding ownership
of dot-he and dot-she websites. Obviously, this
is not easy in this superficial era that pretends
to have genderless citizens and identities. Let
us look at the consequences. This revolutiona-
ry transparency will simplify women’s and men’s
orientation not only on the web, but also in the
real world. The web can end the crisis of mas-
culinity and feminity. It can create beautiful new
stereotypes! From easily identifiable porn — and
websites about diets - we will go further until
the web splits up into dot-he and dot-she. The
domain suffixes will clearly express which part
of the world belongs to whom. But we need to
act fast. Follow the trends outside of the web as
well! Focus particularly on Homer Simpson and
Bridget Jones, two citizens who aspire to be con-
temporary prototypes of their sex. The world of
dot-he and dot-she requires that we take sides.
I, the leading inspector relating to questions of
gender transparency on the www, will keep you
regularly informed about developments in this
area. published by Reflex, 2006

Do we need a Women’s Politi-
cal Party?

In connection with the fact that the Equality
of Chances party intends to run candidates
in all regions of the Czech Republic in the
upcoming parliamentary elections, it is time
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smyslem a Gicelem Zenské politické strany.
ANO! Potfebujeme Zenskou politickou stranu.
Stejné tak potfebujeme kvoty, paritu a obcan-
skou spolec¢nosti! To, Ze vznikla strana, jejimz
cilem je prosadit do politiky Zensky pohled, chapu
z jedné strany jako reakci na aktualni stav nasi
politiky. Jako volani po zméné politické kultury,
kterou by citlivéjSi, socialné zdatnéjSi a komu-
nikativnéjsi Zzeny mohly pfinést. Zastoupeni zen
v nasi politice je zanedbatelné a z hlediska
zastupitelské demokracie tedy nespravedlivé
k té poloviné obyvatelstva, ktera vzhledem ke
svému zenskému pohlavi pro$la odliSnou soci-
alizaci, ma specifické zku$enosti a hodnoty. Je
sociologickym faktem, Zze dokud pocet zastupcl
hodnotové (nikoli etnické!) mensiny nepfesahne
v jistétm uskupeni ftficeti procent, specifické
nazory mensiny se neprosadi, mensina prebi-
ra zpGsob mysleni vétsiny a feseni jejich pro-
blémud bubla tak dlouho, az maze vybuchnout.
Z toho vyplyva, Zze dokud pocet Zen ve vSech
mocenskych organech nepfesahne fecenych
tficeti procent, nemizeme od pouhého zaloZeni
Zenské strany a vzniku Cisté Zenské kandidatky
odekavat zménu celé politické kultury. Zenska
politicka strana je podle mého nazoru presto vel-
mi dulezitym a originalnim nakro¢enim k paritni
demokracii, k demokracii rovnych pfileZitosti.
Jinym nakro¢enim k fungujici paritni demokracii
jsou tak Casto diskutovana a z velké ¢asti nepo-
chopena pozitivni opatfeni, lidové fe¢eno kvo-
ty. Z predchozich vét jasné vyplyva, ze dokud
Zeny budou politickou menSinou, budeme zit v
nespravedlivé demokracii. Argumenty typu, Ze
Zeny se do politiky nehrnou, jsou diikazem nepo-
rozuméni sloZitosti véci. Zeny samoziejmé maji
chut mluvit do véci vefejnych, ale zplsobem,
ktery jim vyhovuje. Dokud se nezméni procedu-
ry spojené s politickou sférou, Zeny nebudou do
politiky vstupovat. A nebudou ji ani moci ménit.
Existence doc¢asnych pozitivnich opatfeni mize
byt signalem k obecné vili po jejich politické
Ucasti. Jak pak bude tato uc€ast Zen v politice
vypadat, nezalezi jen na politickach samotnych,
ale i na atmosfére v celé spole¢nosti.

Z druhé strany chapu zaloZeni politické strany
jako mocenskou aktivitu, jako snahu ziskat moc.
Ajak je nam vSem znamo z historie, moc zavazu-
je, moc proménuje, moc nici idealy a prekrucuje
jisté moralni zasady. Zpusob fungovani politické
strany je z charakteru této instituce hierarchicky,
schizovni, kuloarovy, intrikarsky. Jako takovy
nepfitahuje velkou Cast obyvatelstva, ktera se
identifikuje spiSe s nehierarchickymi, dobrovol-
nickymi strukturami ob&anské spolecnosti. | pro-
to zazivame krizi politickych stran, kterym chybi
kvalitni, atraktivni a mlada c¢lenska zakladna.
| proto se jisté politické strany jako KDU-CSL
nebo KSCM snaZi zavadét proZenské kvoty

pro své kandidatské listiny, aby ozivily svou tvar
a rezonovaly s hlasy nepolitické spolecnosti.
Obcanska spole¢nost, kde se Zeny citi jako doma,
se pomalu a jisté bude stavat dalSi nohou statu
s plnohodnotnym kritickym stinovym hlasem. At
si 0 ni néktefi nasi nejvyssi predstavitelé mysili,
co chtéji. V této sféfe vidim dalsi obrovskou silu
vefejné angazovanosti Zzen.

publikovano v bfeznu 2006

Délaji zeny jinou politiku?

Némecky vyzkum potvrdil, ze politicky déla-
ji trochu jinou politiku nez jejich kolegové.
Maji napfiklad mnohem mensi pochopeni pro
stfelné zbrané a nedodrzovani pravidel sil-
niéniho provozu.

Online prizkum nazvany Smartvote zkoumal
mezi politiky a politi€kami na vSech urovnich - od
zakladni po parlamentni - jejich postoje k riz-
nym tématim a sledoval, nakolik se nazory Zen
a muzl v politice odliuji. Jeho vysledky ukazuji,
Ze zeny zastavaji v ramci svych stran ekologic-
t&jsi, liberalngjsi a socialnéjsi postoje nez jejich
muzsti spolustranici.

Vyzkum ov8em neprokazal, Zze by politicky
pocitovaly jakousi Zenskou solidaritu a byly
ochotny a schopny vystupovat za Zzenskou véc
mimo své stranické mantinely. Politicky se vni-
maji nasledovné (a stejné je vnimaiji i politici):
pracuji v ramci svého politického uskupeni a pak
teprve — pokud vlbec - pro Zeny jako pro socialni
skupinu. Priizkum tak ukazuje, Ze i v oblasti rov-
nosti muzl a Zen velmi vyspélém Némecku pre-
vlada konzervativni nazor na G€ast Zen a muzd v
politice. Podle né&j kladou politici a politiCky velky
dlraz na silu politické identity a svych politic-
kych nazorG. To je mocnéjsi nez identita rodova
a nazory a zkusenosti vyplyvajici z biologického
a socialniho pohlavi. Tento konzervativni nazor
dobfe zname i z nasi politické scény a to prede-
v8im z konéin ODS. Je vSak tfeba Fici, Ze pocty
Zen zastoupenych v Némecku v rozhodovacich
politickych institucich se pohybuji kolem magic-
ké hranice 30 procent. Coz je podle sociologic-
kych poznatkd hranice, po jejimz prekonani se



to think about the meaning and purpose of
a women’s political party.

YES! We do need a women'’s political party. But
we also need quotas, parity and a civic socie-
ty! | understand the fact that a party, whose aim
was to assert a woman’s perspective in politics,
was established on one hand as a response
to the current state of our politics; as a call for
a change in political culture that more sensitive,
more socially competent and communicative
women could bring forth. The representation of
women in our politics is insignificant and, from
the standpoint of representative democracy, the-
refore unfair towards that half of the population
which, thanks to its sex, underwent different
socialisation and has specific experiences and
values. It is a sociological fact that unless the
number of representatives of the value (not the
ethnic!) minority exceeds 30 per cent in certain
groupings, the views of the minority will not be put
across. The minority adopts the way of thinking
of the majority and the solution to their problems
bubbles away until it can explode. As a result of
this, unless the number of women in all power
authorities exceeds the aforementioned 30 per
cent, we cannot expect a change in the whole
political culture from the mere establishment of
awomen'’s party or formation of a purely women’s
candidature.

Nevertheless, a women’s political party is, in my
opinion, a very important and original step to-
wards parity democracy — a democracy of equal
opportunities. A different step towards functio-
nal parity democracy is the much talked about
and largely misunderstood positive measures,
in other words quotas. The previous senten-
ces have clearly shown that as long as women
remain a political minority, we will continue to
live in an unjust democracy. Arguments stating
that women are not rushing to enter politics are
another proof of the misunderstanding of the
complexity of the issue. Women indeed enjoy
commenting on public matters, but in a way that
suits them. As long as the procedures connected
to the political sphere remain the same, women
will not enter politics and they will not be able to
change things either. The existence of temporary
positive measures can signal a general will for
their political participation. How this participation
of women in politics will look, does not depend
on female politicians themselves, but also on the
atmosphere of the whole society.

On the other hand, | understand the foundaton
of a political party as an act of power, as a pur-
suit of power. As we all know from history, power
commits, power transforms, power destroys ide-
als and distorts certain moral principles. A politi-
cal party functions, because of the very nature
of this institution, in a hierarchical, meeting-ori-

ented, lobbying and scheming way. As such, it
does not attract the large portion of the populati-
on that rather identifies itself with the non-hierar-
chical, voluntary structures of civic society. That
is also why we are experiencing a crisis in the
political parties, which lack a quality, attractive
and young member-base. And that is also why
certain political parties, such as KDU-CSL (The
Christian and Democratic Union — Czechoslovak
People’s Party) and KSCM (The Communist Par-
ty of Bohemia and Moravia) are trying to introdu-
ce pro-women quotas for their lists of candida-
tes, in order to revive their image and chime with
the voices of non-political society. Civic society,
where women feel at home, will slowly and sure-
ly, become another pillar of the state, possessing
a fully-fledged critical shadow voice, regardless
of what some of our top representatives think
about it. | can see a further immense power of
women’s public participation in this sphere.
publiished in March 2006

Do Women do Politics Diffe-
rently?

A German survey has confirmed that women
politicians do slightly different politics than
their male colleagues. For instance, women
in politics have significantly less understan-
ding of fire arms and disobeying traffic regu-
lations.

An online survey entitled Smartvote analysed
the attitudes of male and female politicians on all
levels — from elementary to parliamentary — to-
wards various topics and observed the extent to
which the opinions of men and women in politics
differ. The results have shown that within their
parties, women tend to employ a more ecologi-
cal, liberal and social attitude than their fellow,
male party members.

However, the survey did not prove that women
politicians would feel a particular women’s soli-
darity and would be willing and capable of acting
on behalf of “women’s issues” outside of their
party confines. Female politicians perceive the-
mselves in the following way (and male politici-
ans perceive themselves in the same way): they
work within their political group and only after
this — if at all — for women as a social group. The
survey thus demonstrates that even in the area
of the equality of men and women in very advan-
ced Germany, a conservative view of the partici-
pation of women and men in politics prevails.
According to this view, male and female politi-
cians place a great importance on the power of
political identity and their political opinions. This
is more powerful than gender identity and opi-
nions and experiences resulting from biological
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nazorova mensina za¢ne chovat sebevédomé
jako mensina a prebira stale méné nazory a styl
vétsiny. To vysvétluje jejich malou vstficnost vici
vSeobecné Zenské solidarité a velké sebévédomi
v ramci politickych stran, tedy jistou ambivalenci.
U nas jsme k podobné hranici nedospély/i jes-
té ani zdaleka, takZze zminénéa Zenské solidarita
a prosazeni zakladnich principt rovného zacha-
zeni do politiky jsou na pofadu dne, stejné jako
vnitrostranické Zenské sebé&védomi.
Pro Ceské poméry a volebni var, ve kterém se
pravé nachazime, ma zminény prizkum jed-
no poselstvi. Pokud voli¢ka ¢&i voli¢ hodlaji dat
hlas jisté strané, ale upfednostnuji vétsi socialni
pochopeni, vys8i ochranu Zivotniho prostfedi,
méné automobill v ulicich a vice zafizeni péce
o déti, necht voli preferenénimi hlasy Zeny. A¢koli
se tyto kandidatky ke své Zenskosti nehlasi, pro-
sazuji bezpohlavni ob&anstvi a rovnost, mizete
si byt jisti, ze pfijde-li na lamani chleba, pak je
jejich genderova pfislusnost pfeduréi k tomu,
aby uvaZovaly a hlasovaly malicko jinak. Tyto
rozdily plati mnohem spi$e pro ODS a KDU-CSL
nez pro CSSD nebo SZ.

publikovano v dubnu 2006

Diskriminace ma v Cesku zele-
nou

Pro¢ Senat i Poslanecka snémovna védomé
zasouvaji pod stul prijeti antidiskriminaéniho
zakona?

Zakon, ktery by mél chranit osoby, které jsou
diskriminovany z dGvodu rasy nebo etnického
puvodu, pohlavi, sexualni orientace, véku, nepfi-
znivého zdravotniho stavu, nabozZenstvi &i viry,
nebo proto, Ze jsou bez vyznani, toto Utery opét
ztratil Sanci na spatfeni svétla Ceského svéta.
Poslanci jej totiz neprojednali na Uterni schizi, na
jejiz program byl zafazen. Zakon vratil snémovné
Senat. Jeho schvaleni bylo nejisté, jelikoz proti
se postavili nejen zastupci opozi¢ni pravicove
ODS, ale také vétSina komunistl (ti pfedevsim
kvali tomu, Ze v jeho rémci postradali zruseni
lustraéniho zakona). Sance na prehlasovani
senatniho veta v8ak presto existovala. Navzdory

tomu, e zastupci KDU-CSL se k zakonu stavi
rezervované — lidovecky poslanec Jifi Karas ma
kupfikladu obavu, Ze by v jeho dlsledku byla
katolicka cirkev nucena svétit Zeny.
Zakon vsak s nejvetsi pravdépodobnosti v tom-
to volebnim obdobi neprojde. Jeho projednani
snémovna pfesunula na 23. kvétna 2006. Pokud
bude schvélen (coz vlbec neni jisté), zfejmé
stejné narazi na predpokladané veto Vaclava
Klause. Pokud jej prezident vrati, snémovna jej
jiz v tomto volebnim obdobi nestaci projednat.
Tim padem spadne pod stll a novi zakonodarci
budou zacinat od nuly.
Podle smérnic Evropské unie, které jsme svym
vstupem pfijali, je pro Ceskou republiku pfijeti
antidiskrimina¢niho zakona zavazkem. Pokud jej
v nejblizsi dobé nesplni, ¢eka ji nemala finanéni
sankce. Mimochodem, donedavna jsme byli se
Spolkovou republikou Némecko poslednim sta-
tem Evropské unie, ktery tento zavazek nesplinil.
Nyni jsme uz opravdu posledni zemi — Némecko
antidiskrimina¢ni zakon, dokonce v rozSifenégjsi
podobé nez pozadovala Unie, jiz pfijalo.
Antidiskriminaéni zakon je nutno pfitom chapat
jako zakladni signal sméfujici k dosazeni tako-
vého stavu demokracie, ktery je metou vSech
vyspélych statd. Zminény stav demokracie je
mozno definovat hesly, jako je rovnost pfilezitos-
ti, gender mainstreaming &i multikulturalismus.
PFi pohledu na nazory provazejici projednavani
tohoto zékona v naSich zakondarnych sborech
ziskava Clovék ovsem pocit, Ze se nase demo-
kracie posunuje po ¢asové ose opacnym smé-
rem, nez jaky je trend. Po pravdé feceno, pisa-
telku téchto fadkd z toho mrazi v zadech. Nebot
si nepfeje nic vic nez skute€né zit v etnicky smi-
Sené spole€nosti, kde neplati rodové stereotypy
a kde se stiraji bariéry oddélujici silné a zdrave
od slabSich a nemocnéjSich, kde pracuji mecha-
nismy odrazejici homofobii, Sovinismus, rasovou
nesnasenlivost a naboZenskou rigiditu. Neza-
jima ji az tak hledisko narodni, stranické nebo
ekonomické, jimz se néktefi odpurci a nékteré
odpurkyné principu, které obsahuje antidiskrimi-
naéni zékon, ohanéji. Ze si k tématu své povi
i prezident republiky, je jiz nyni celkem jasné.
Takové sousto si preci nemlze nechat ujit.
publikovano v kvétnu 2006, s pouZzitim materialt
gitA



and social sex. This conservative view is well
known from our political scene too, primarily
from ODS quarters. It is necessary to mention
that the number of German women represented
in decision-making political institutions ranges
in the magic region of 30 per cent. According
to sociological research, when this limit is sur-
passed, the minority opinion starts to behave
confidently as a minority and adopts the views
and style of the majority less. This explains the-
ir limited openness towards universal women’s
solidarity and the great self-confidence within
political parties, i.e. a certain ambivalence. In our
country, we are far from reaching such a percen-
tage, so the aforementioned women’s solidarity
and the enforcement of basic principles of equa-
lity in politics, are the order of the day, just as is
women'’s inter-party self-confidence.
The aforementioned survey has one message
for the circumstances and election turmoil we
are experiencing right now in the Czech Repub-
lic. If a male or a female voter intends to give the-
ir vote to a certain party, but they prioritise gre-
ater social understanding, better environmental
protection, fewer cars in the streets and more
facilities for childcare, then they should cast the-
ir preferential votes for women. Although these
female candidates do not profess their femininity
and promote a sexless citizenship and equality,
you can rest assured that when it comes to maki-
ng crucial decisions, their gender affiliation pre-
determines them to think and vote just a little bit
differently. These differences apply much more
for the ODS (Civic Democratic Party) and for
the KDU-CSL than for the CSSD (Czech Social
Democratic Party) or the SZ (Green Party).
published in April 2006

Discrimination in the Czech
Republic gets a Green Light

Why do the Senate and the Parliament con-
sciously sweep the adoption of the anti-
discrimination law under the carpet?

This Tuesday the law that was supposed to pro-
tect people who are discriminated against on
grounds of race, ethnic origin, sex, sexual orien-
tation, age, health, religion or faith, or because
they are atheist, once again failed to materialise
in the Czech lands.

Czech MPs did not discuss it in their Tuesday
parliamentary session, where it was on the agen-
da. The bill was returned to Parliament by the
Senate. Its ratification was uncertain, as not only
representatives from the right-wing ODS were
against it, but also most of the Communists (pri-
marily because the cancellation of the lustration
law was lacking in the bill). The opportunity to

outvote the Senate veto, however, had existed,
despite the fact that the KDU-CSL representati-
ves are reticent towards the bill — the KDU-CSL
MP Jifi Karas, for example, fears that as a con-
sequence of this law, the Catholic Church would
be forced to consecrate women.
The bill will most probably not be passed in this
election term. Parliament has postponed the
reading of the bill until 23 May, 20086. If itis passed
(which is not at all certain), it will likely collide with
the anticipated veto by president Vaclav Klaus.
Provided that the president returns it, Parliament
will not have time to read it during this election
term. Thus it will be swept under the carpet and
new legislators will have to start from scratch. In
accordance with the guidelines of the European
Union, which we adopted upon entering the EU,
the Czech Republic is obliged to pass the anti-
discriminatory law. If this commitment is not ful-
filled in the near future, a considerable financial
sanction is imminent. As a matter of fact, until
recently, we were, along with Germany, the last
states within the European Union that had not
complied with this commitment. And now we are
in fact the last country; Germany has already
passed the anti-discriminatory law, in an even
more extended version than the Union required.
It is necessary to understand the anti-discrimi-
natory law as the basic indicator of the achieve-
ment of that state of democracy that is the obje-
ctive of all developed countries. This said state
of democracy can be defined by the following
phrases, such as equality of opportunities, gen-
der mainstreaming and multiculturalism. Judging
by the opinions accompanying the reading of
this bill in our legislative chambers, one gets
the impression that our democracy is moving on
a timeline in a different direction than is the trend.
To tell the truth, this sends shivers down the spi-
ne of the author of these lines, as she does not
wish for anything more than to live in an ethni-
cally diverse society without gender stereotypes,
where divisions between the strong and healthy
and the weak and ill diminish, where mecha-
nisms that prevent homophobia, xenophobia,
racial intolerance or religious obduracy are in
place. The author of these lines is not interested
in the national, party or the economic perspective
that is flaunted by some of the male and fema-
le opponents of principles included in the anti-
discriminatory law. That the president will add his
two-pennyworth on this topic is certain. He would
not want to miss such a fine opportunity.
published in May 2006, with the use of gitA
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Co na téch zenach v politice
furt mate?

Na kandidatni listiné nejmenované stra-
ny, kterou jsem pri parlamentnich volbach
zvolila za svou favoritku, jsem samoziejmé
zakrouzkovala jména koncici na -ova ¢i -a.
Tak samoziejmé, az jsem se zacala sama
sebe ptat, pro¢?

Upfimné! NedosSla jsem k zadné jednoduché
odpovédi, spiSe jsem se pocala opét proplétat
kfovinami otézek na téma zeny a politika. Pro-
toze aktualizace je stejné podstatna pro jiskru
internetové stranky i pro jiskru spoustéjici moz-
kové zavity, pfedkladam ty vySe zminéné otazky
zde na tomto misté a postupné se na né tyden
co tyden budu snazit najit odpovéd.

Moje naklonnost k zenam, které se uc€astni roz-
hodovacich manévr(, vychazi z pomérné jasné
predstavy rodové spravedlivé demokracie. Jsem
presvédCena, Ze je spravné, aby zastupitelské
organy — kdyz uz si hrajeme na ob&anky a obc¢a-
ny a naSe volené zastupkyné a zastupce - byly
obsazovany tak, aby skute¢né reprezentovaly
dvé zakladni tvofivé sily. Silu muzskou a silu
Zenskou. At uz pod jejich knutu vkladame cokoli,
at' si pod slovem Zenska ¢i muzska predstavime
cokoli — v zavislosti na kulturnim zazemi a zku-
Senostech. Rovnocenna existence téchto dvou
sil, jejich harmonizace a doplfovani, jejich sty¢-
né plochy, to vSe kresli fascinujici a lakavy obraz
svéta. Pfedpokladem pro tuto fascinaci je ovSem
skutena otevfena a pfijimana vyrovnanost téch-
to dvou sil, jejich vzajemny respekt, touha po
spojeni a prolnuti pfi védomi nedotknutelného
hajemstvi toho druhého. Obraz Cinského magic-
kého kola jin a jang vyjadfuje pomérné presné
tuto dialektiku.

Domaham se vyrovnavani zensko-muzskych sil
i ve sféfe zvané politika. A mam pocit, Ze to je
legitimni a zcela pochopitelny pozadavek. Situ-
ace ve spole€nosti je neharmonicka a politika
ma své nastroje, jimiz mize tento stav ménit,
¢i alespon ovliviiovat. Politika je pfitom dosud
cilevédomé jednostranna, po dlouha staleti bylo
dokonce dano zakony a spolecenskymi pravidly,
Ze se zenska pllka nesmi a nema rozhodovani
o osudu lidstva, naroda, komunity vibec Ucast-
nit. Toto tradicemi pod klzi zazrané védomi se
meéni, ale velmi pomalu. A pokud se méni, pak
jen v roviné slov. Prakticky jsou vSechny snahy
o spravedlivé déleni moci, o redefinici moci spo-
jené se zapojenim zen teprve na zacatku cesty.
Zenam sice byvaji pfisuzovany vlastnosti, které
muzam pfi politickych jednanich chybi a které
pry mohou politiku zlidstit a zefektivnit. Zenam
se prisuzuje spasitelska schopnost — politiku pry
uzdravi, oc€isti od nekalosti, od korupce, od kra-

vat, zbyteénych intrik a bojtivek. Zenam se pfi-
suzuje mirotvornost — zasadni koncept pro novy
svét. Tato vyjadfeni jsou slySet jak z ust politi-
kd, tak voli¢ek a volich. Jenze... Mesiasky zeny
a naznacena obCerstvujici zachranujici Zenskost
(at uz ji v sobé nese to ¢i ono pohlavi) se do poli-
tiky jaksi nehrnou a ani nedostavaji. Cim to je?
Neni to dano pouhym zavedenim &i nezavede-
nim paritnich opatfeni. To, kdo bude politiku tzv.
délat, ovliviiuje stupen kulturnosti spolecnos-
ti, jeji zvyky, vefejné minéni, stranické potycky
a zakulisni boje, volebni systém, ale i situace
v ramci pracovniho a rodinného Zivota jednotliv-
cll. Kazdé z téchto souslovi si ovéem vyzaduje
del$i vahu. Od témérF nad-rodového konceptu jin
a jangu se tak dostaneme stéle blize konkrétnim
osobam Zenského nebo muzského politického
rodu.

publikovano v ¢ervnu 2006

Miss Politicka

Bulvarni denik Sip vyhlasil soutéz o nejkras-
néjsi poslankyni.

Poslankyn je v nové poslanecké snémovné sice
jeSté méné, nez bylo doposud zvykem, ale za
to jsou mladsi a krasnéjsi. Zkratka prava ozdo-
ba, povéstny Safran, perla. Takto zjednodusené
pravdépodobné uvazoval bulvarni denik Sip
(byvaly Vecernik Praha), kdyz oslovil nékte-
ré z poslankyn (kromé jinych zelenou Katefinu
Jacques a komunistickou Katefinu Koneénou)
a inicioval mezi svymi ¢tenafi volbu té nejkrasnéj-
i poslankyné. Soucasti procesu této volby byla
vzdy celostrana vénovana kratkému rozhovoru
s danou poslankyni a pfedevsim jeji zaranzova-
né portréty. Poslankyné se ocitly v pézach hod-
nych maturantek zmamenych vidinou vzletné
kariéry modelky: lezici na zemi, v bilé prdsvitné
Sale, pohazené tfeSnémi; na gauci s nohama
nahote; v parku. O, jak romantické, jak Zenské!
Vizualni vjem naprosto prevalcoval jisté zaji-
mavé odpovédi poslankyn na redakeni otazky.
Celkové zpracovani pak odpovidalo bulvarnimu
charakteru Sipu a titulky burcovaly: Mlada, kras-
na, sexy, vyzyvava, nespoutana... Je vidét, ze
od doby ,aféry zmensenych riader Petry Buzko-
vé“ nikterak nepokrocila kultura medialniho poji-
mani verejné Cinnych Zen. Mytus krasy je kolem
nich obto€en stejné pevné jako kolem herecek
a modelek. Hodnota osobnosti politicky se odvi-
ji pfedevsim od toho, jak dba o svij zevnéjSek



What’s Your Problem with Wo-
men in Politics?

On the list of candidates of an unnamed par-
ty, which | have picked as my favourite in
the parliamentary elections, | have naturally
circled the names ending in -ova or —a (suffix
in female surnames - translator’s note). | did
it so naturally that | had to ask myself - why?
To be honest, | haven't arrived at a simple
conclusion, rather, | began to sift through ques-
tions concerning the topic of women and poli-
tics. Because updating is as vital for enlivening
a website as it is for stimulating the brain cells,
| am presenting the aforementioned questions
here and | will gradually attempt to answer each
of them week by week.

My fondness for women who participate in politi-
cal decision-making arises from a relatively clear
idea of a democracy that is gender equitable.
| am convinced that it is right that representa-
tive organs — if we accept playing the roles of
male and female citizens and our elected male
and female representatives — were staffed so
that they actually reflect the two basic creative
forces: the male force and the female force.
Regardless of what we conceive of the words
female and male as a result of cultural bac-
kground and experience. An equal existence
of these two forces, their harmony and com-
plementariness, their interface, all this paints
a fascinating and alluring picture of the world. As-
suming that the prerequisite for this fascination is
a real, open and accepted balance of these two
forces, their mutual respect, desire for connecti-
on and permeation, taking into consideration the
untouchable preserve of the other. The image of
the magic Chinese yin and yang symbol almost
precisely expresses this dialectic.

| demand the balancing of female and male forces
in the realm of politics. | have the feeling that this
is a legitimate and a thoroughly understandable
request. The situation in our society is unharmo-
nious and politics is capable of changing, or at
least influencing the status quo. Nevertheless,
politics has so far been consciously one-sided;
over the course of centuries it was ordained
by the laws and regulations of society that the
female half must not and could not participace in
decisions about the fate of humanity, nations or
communities. This deep-seated, traditional con-
sciousness is changing, although very slowly.,
and if it changes, then only on a verbal level. In
practice, all the effort to impose a just division
of power, and a redefinition of power related to
the participation of women, is only at the begin-
ning of its journey, though women are usually
ascribed characteristics that men lack and which

apparently can make politics more human and
effective. Women are ascribed redeeming capa-
bilities — they could restore politics to health,
clear it of dishonesty, corruption, neckties, use-
less plotting and conflicts. Women are credited
with peacemaking — a vital concept for the new
world. These pronouncements are uttered by
male politicians, female and male voters. How-
ever... Messianic women - and the suggested
refreshing and salvaging feminity (regardless of
which of the two sexes has it) are not rushing, let
alone getting, into politics. Why is this?
It is not only determined by the implementation
or non-implementation of parity measures. Who-
ever will “do” politics, influences the cultural sta-
ge of a society, its customs, public opinion, party
squabbles, behind-the-scenes fights, the elec-
toral system, and also the situation within the
individual's work and family life. Each of these
collocations requires more thorough considerati-
on. From an almost supra-gender concept of the
yin and yang we are getting closer to concrete
individuals who have a female or male political
gender.

published in June 2006

Miss Politician

The tabloid daily newspaper Sip has announ-
ced a contest for the most beautiful female
MP.

Though there are even fewer women MPs in
Parliament than is usually the case, they are
younger and prettier than before. Simply, they
are true ornaments, rarities, pearls. Most proba-
bly, this is how the tabloid Sip (the former Ve&er-
nik Praha), was thinking when it approached
some of the women MPs (among others Katefi-
na Jacques from the Green Party and the Com-
munist Katefina Koneéna) and initiated the con-
test for the most beautiful woman MP among its
readers. As a part of the contest, a full page was
dedicated to a short interview with a particular
woman MP and, most importantly, to posed pho-
tos of the said MP. The MPs thus found themsel-
ves in a position more appropriate for a school
leaver infatuated by the prospect of a fancy
modelling career: lying on the floor, wrapped in
awhite, see-through scarf sprinkled with cherries;
perched on a sofa with her legs up; in a park. Oh,
how romantic, how feminine! The visual impact
completely overshadows the MPs’ answers to
the newspaper’s questions, which surely must
have been interesting. The overall treatment
of the story thus corresponds with the tabloid
character of the newspaper Sip, with its rousing
headlines: Young, beautiful, sexy, provocative,
boisterous... It is obvious that the media covera-
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a jakou mirou krasy (rozuméj krasy z titulnich
stran Zenskych ¢asopisu) ji pfiroda obdafila.
Pro mé& osobné neni tento bulvarni krok az tak
velkym pfekvapenim. Zarazi mé ovSem to, Ze
na takovou formu sebeprezentace poslankyné
pfistoupily. Ukazaly totiz, Zze jsou samy obéti
zminéného mytu krasy, ze na své vnady ob&any
a obCanky rady upozorni, ze tento postup nevni-
maji jako zavadsjici a poskozujici Zenskou poli-
tiku. Mrzi mé, Ze si poslankyné neuvédomily, ze
ze své osobnosti okamzité po vstupu do nejvys-
Siho politického organu nechaly odejmout jakou-
si dulezitou slupku, Ze z ni na chvilku udélaly
objekt. Objekt, ktery je mozno nalepit do Satni
skfinky (nemyslim to jako apriorni protimuzskou
narazku a uznavam pravo lepit si plakaty do
skfifiky). V bulvarnim Sipu zanechaly vzkaz, Ze
Zenska politika se v Ceské republice stale jesté
déla o¢ima, vystfihy a puncochami. A Ze Zenska
krasa je konfrontacni — Ze vzdy stoji proti sobé,
Ze se predhani, konkuruje si a soutézi. A to je
obrovska 8koda. Vzhledem k tomu, Ze se Zenskéa
politika napfi¢ stranami teprve formuje a hleda
a ze nas politicka realita den po dni pfesvédcu-
je o potfeb& nové schopnosti vyjednavat — na
zakladé nadstranickych kompromisnich nejesit-
nych inspiraci.
Trend komunikace obrazem nicméné pokracuje
a nejen politicky museji svuj zevnéjsek podfizo-
vat diktatu vizualnich médii. Volby od voleb bude
tento diktat tvrdsi a tvrdSi a my se jisté doCkame
prehlidky svalnatych opélenych kandidatl na
premiéra fotografovanych jen v plavkach v pozi-
cich hodnych rub rik Muz dne v internetovych
Casopisech pro Zeny. Pokud se tedy nezméni
naroky na Zenské politicky - v zajmu rovnosti
Sanci...

publikovano v ¢ervenci 2006

»Pravé zeny jdou od valu“

Ma ho Némecko, ma ho Rakousko... A my ho
potiebujeme jako sul. Co? Ministerstvo pro
Zeny.

Trojkoali¢ni baletni predstaveni je definitivné
u konce a ODS ma posledni tyden na to, aby
narodu - jehoz zvédavost na novou vladu ovSem

odpovida chladu letoSnich srpnovych noci -
predstavila svou malou Uplné modrou viadicku.
A v té modré vladicce - svété, div se - s nejvétsi
pravdépodobnosti ani na chvili a ani potencio-
nalné nezasedne jedina Zena.
TFi trojkoaliéni kandidatky — Dana Kuchtova (SZ)
na postu ministryné Skolstvi, Vlasta Parkanova
(KDU-CSL) coby ministryné obrany a Michae-
la Sojdrova (KDU-CSL) na ministerstvu kultury
jsou ze hry venku logicky. To, Ze lavicka nahrad-
nikd ma ve znaku panacka ovSem tak logické
neni. Domaci Lucie Talmanova, se kterou ODS
laskovala a kdyz se to hodilo, ukazovala ji jako
moznou ministryni zdravotnictvi, byla ukojena
kfeslem mistopfedsedkyné snémovny. Stejné
tak plvodni stinova ministryné kultury Miroslava
Némcova. Prava modra Zena se sice do vyso-
ké politiky probojuje, kdykoli se ji zamane, kdyz
ovSem dojde na lamani chleba, rozhodovaci
otéZe ji nikdo do rukou nesvéfi. Je to preci jen
Zena. | kdyz prava...
PFipad Topolakovy vlady je dukazem, Ze situace
zen v politice se sama od sebe nelepsi, ze pres
vSechny pfedvolebni snahy, sliby a dsmévy, nam
ho$i nedlvérfuji a radéji se o zasadnich vécech
dohaduji sami. Jak horka pilulka pro ambiciozni
obcansko-demokratické politiCky. Ale nejen pro
né. Troufam si tvrdit, Ze ani pfipadna socialné
demokraticka vlada by své vnitrostranické kvoty
do obsazeni ministerstev nepromitla. Na takovy
tah je prosté tfeba odvahy, vizionafstvi a opros-
téni se od predsudkd. Zena neni v politice od
reprezentovani, neni tou pomysinou tfednickou
na dortu, ani kfehkou rGzi osvézujici vzduch, je
pravoplatnou ¢lenkou politickych procest a ma
schopnosti ujmout se moci.
Kdyz ovSem ani vysledky prace nékterych poli-
ticek, ani jejich mandat od voli¢ek a voli¢a, ani
predvolebni sliby a medialni image jejich stran
nevedou ke skute¢nému ,uvedeni“ Zenského
principu do rozhodovani, co tomu mize pomo-
ci? Kvéty, pozitivni opatfeni, zfizeni ministerstva
Zen Ci ministerstva rovnych pfilezitosti, které by
dohlizelo na skute¢né dodrzovani filosofie rov-
nych pfileZitosti v politické, ale i jiné praxi. Néko-
mu se to mlze zdat umélé, na nékoho mize
naopak jako umélé pusobit sklenikové ,podnebi*
soucasné politiky. A tento sklenik uz stoji vice
nez patnact let a ¢ekat uz neni na co. Ten nevy-
vétrany vzduch otravuje stéle hrozivéji vSechny
bez ohledu na stranickou pfislusnost ¢i stupen
pInéni ob&anskych povinnosti.

publikovano v srpnu 2006



ge of publicly active women has not advanced at
all since the times of the “Petra Buzkova breast
reduction scandal”’. The beauty myth encircles
them as tightly as it does actresses and models.
The virtue of a female politician’s personality un-
folds foremost from how she takes care of her
appearance and the extent to which nature has
endowed her with beauty (i.e. beauty as seen on
women’s magazine covers). For me personally,
this tabloid action doesn’t come as too much of
a surprise. What strikes me, however, is that the
women MPs agreed to such a form of self-pre-
sentation. They have thus shown that they are
victims of the said beauty myth, flaunting their
assets to male and female citizens without per-
ceiving this step as misleading or damaging to-
wards women’s politics. It makes me sad that
the women MPs have not realised that imme-
diately after entering the highest political body,
they allowed the reporters to take away from
their personality an important layer and create
an object out of it. An object that can be stuck
onto cloakroom lockers (I don’t mean this as an
a priori anti-male allusion and acknowledge the
right to stick posters on a locker). In the tabloid
Sip they sent the message that women’s poli-
tics in the Czech Republic is made up of eyes,
cleavage and hosiery; that female beauty is
confrontational — that it competes and pits one
against the other. And that is a great shame, sin-
ce women’s politics across all parties is only taki-
ng shape and trying to find itself and the political
reality convinces us day in, day out, of the need
for a new negotiating skill — based on non-party
compromises and unpretentious inspiration.The
trend of visual communication nevertheless con-
tinues and it isn’t only female politicans that have
to conform their appearance to the dictates of
the visual media. This dictate will become more
and more powerful each election and there is
no doubt we will one day encounter a display of
muscled and tanned Prime Ministerial candida-
tes photographed in swimming trunks, posing as
if they were Man of the Day in an online magazi-
ne for women. Unless the demands placed on
female politicians change — for the sake of equa-
lity of opportunities... published in July 2006

“Women of the Right leave the
Corridors of Power*

Germany has it, Austria has it. And we despe-
rately need it. What? A Ministry for Women.

The three coalition ballet perfomance is finally
at its end and the ODS has a final week to pre-
sent its teeny-weeny, all-blue government to the

nation, whose curiosity about a new government
mirrors this year's chilly August nights. And this
little blue government — surprise, surprise — will
most likely, not even for a moment, not even
potentially, feature a woman. Three three-coa-
lition candidates — Dana Kuchtova (SZ) Minis-
ter of Education, Vlasta Parkanova (KDU-CSL)
as Minister of Defence and Michaela Sojdrova
(KDU-CSL) at the Minister of Culture are out,
logically. The fact that the bench for substitutes
has for its symbol the figure of a man, however,
is not that logical. The household name Lucie
Talmanova, with whom the ODS trifled and,
when it was convenient for them, presented as
the possible Minister of Health, was appeased
with the position of Deputy Chair of Parliament.
The same happened with the original Shadow
Minister of Culture, Miroslava Némcova. Though
a truly “blue” woman will fight her way into high
politics, whenever she sets her mind to it, when
it comes to making crucial decisions, no one
will hand her the reins of power. She is only
a woman, in the end. Although a real one...

The case of Topolanek’s government proves that
the situation of women in politics isn’t improving
on its own, that, in spite of all the pre-election
efforts, promises and smiles, the boys do not
trust us and would rather deal with fundamental
issues on their own. What a bitter pill to swal-
low for ambitious, Civic-Democratic women
politicians. And not only for them. | dare say that
even a possible Social-Democratic government
would not project their inter-party quotas onto
the staffing of the Ministries. For such a move,
one needs courage, vision and the ability to rid
oneself of preconceptions. A woman does not
enter politics as an embellishment, she is neither
the imaginary cherry on the cake, nor a fragile
rose refreshing the air, she is a valid member of
the political processes and capable of assuming
power.

If, however, neither the results of the work of
some women politicians, nor their mandate from
female and male voters, nor the pre-election
promises and their parties’ media image lead
to a real “introduction” of women’s principles
into decision-making, what can be done to help
reverse this? Quotas, positive measures, the
establishing of a Ministry for Women or Minis-
try for Equal Opportunities that would oversee
the actual adherence to the philosophy of equal
oportunities within political and other practices.
Some would find this artificial, other people, on
the other hand, might find the greenhouse “cli-
mate” of current politics artificial instead. And
this greenhouse has been in place for more than
fifteen years now and there is nothing to wait for
anymore. The stale air ominously continues to
poison everyone, regardless of their party affili-
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Socialni demokracie ma sti-
nové ministerstvo pro zeny
a rodinu

Institucionalizovana péce o rovnost pohlavi
a rovnost rodinného a pracovniho zivota je
konecné ve hre.

Jak uvedla genderova informaéni a tiskova agen-
tura gitA, prioritami stinového ministerstva pro
Zenu a rodinu jsou: odbouravani genderovych
stereotyptl v mysleni ¢eské populace a posi-
lovani povédomi o rovnych prilezitostech Zen
a muzl, zejména u osob v rozhodovacich pozi-
cich; zvySeni poctu zen v rozhodovacich pozi-
cich; zlepseni podminek sladovani rodinného
a pracovniho Zivota; odstranéni diskriminacniho
jednani na trhu prace a v zaméstnani; zlepSeni
prevence a ochrany v oblasti domaciho nasili.
Stinova ministryné Katefina Kalistova predlozila
médiim i Legislativni plan stinového minister-
stva. Ten kromé jiného dava dlraz na vypraco-
vani zakona o nahradnim vyzivném, navrh anti-
diskrimina¢niho zakona a vécny zameér novely
volebniho zakona, jehoz cilem je zastoupeni
vétSiho poctu Zen ve vysledném rozhodovacim
procesu.

Uzral ¢as. Cile stinového ministerstva odpovi-
daji na problémy, na které léta upozorfiuji nejsil-
diky poslankyni Anné Curdové, ktera byla za
viady CSSD predsedkyni Rady viady pro rov-
né prilezitosti, dochazelo a dochazi k prelévani
témat, problému a jejich feSeni z oblasti ob&an-
ské spole¢nosti do sféry politické. ZFfizeni minis-
terstva pro Zenu a rodinu je dle mého jednim z
mala dikazl, kdy ob&anska spole¢nost donutila
dlouhodobou praci politiku ke konkrétnim kro-
k&im. Zenské neziskovky se s klidnym své&domim
mohou zacit placat po ramenou. Samoziejmé,
Ze grantova politika Evropské unie podporuje
pravé programy zacilené na zvyseni poc¢tu zen
v politice nebo na zrovnopravnéni podminek
na pracovnim trhu. Nicméné ani Evropska unie
a mezinarodni umluvy nedonutily genderové pro-
blematice naklonénou socialné demokratickou
vladu, aby vykrocila z papirového stinu. Aktivita
a neustupnost Zenskych neziskovek, kontinualni
informovani politické reprezentace, obc¢anské
protesty, védecké vyzkumy a prace s médii vSak
pfinesly své ovoce.

Stinové ministerstvo totiz neni recese typu Zen-
ské vlady byvalé poslankyné Volfové. Minister-
stvo ma sva pravidla a svou vaznost. Konkrét-
ni legislativni upravy existujici diskriminace
a povyseni dosud zesmésniované oblasti rovnych
prilezitosti mohou kromé zvySené spokojenosti a
sebevédomi Zen vést k navy$eni porodnosti (coz
je jisté jednim z nevyslovenych opodstatnéni
vzniku stinového ministerstva — viz jeho pfimo
navodny nazev), ke zméné rétoriky a chovani
nékterych politickych stran a nékterych politik(,
ke zméné spolecenského povédomi.
Doufam, Ze stinova ministryné Kalistova nepad-
ne pfili§ brzy v boji o téma, které — jak vétsSina
z nas, Zenskych aktivistek vi, je tfeba vécné
zvedat z prachu a vysvétlovat od samotného
zakladu. Doufam, Ze ministerstvo nas v debaté
o rovnosti pfenese z Masarykovych ¢ast kone¢-
né do nového tisicileti.

publikovano v prosinci 2006

Lysistratiny dcery

Herstory Osmého bfezna je zajimavym pfi-
béhem vzepéti sil zenské populace, dikaz
toho, ze i zena je homo politica, ze i zeny umi
hfimat z pomysinych megafon(, dokazi se
nadchnout pro ideadly a nekompromisné se
postavit za ty, které a nebo ktefi tyto idealy
v ostatnich ,,zapaluji“. Pfibéh MDZ ukazuje
ovSem i na to, jak hluboce jsme zakorenényl/i
v déleni svéta na muzsky a zensky, jak sil-
ny je tento koncept se vS§emi dusledky a na
kolik zapadi mame diky tomu zamcéeny dveie
k dialogu mezi rody.

Herstorie

Mezinarodni den Zen nevznikl jako pitoreskni
oslava zenstvi s jejimi dlouhymi viasy, tajuplnym
ltnem a hysterii. Nevyvinul se ze spole¢enské
potfeby zpfijemnovat Zenin téZky dvou- az tfi-
sménny zivot alespor jednou za rok oslavnou
pisni, pohlazenim, dareCkem. Neni to minulym
reZzimem vymysSleny pa-svatek. Mezinarodni den
Zen navazuje predevsim na historické vzpoury
Zen proti nespravedinosti, zbyte€nému umirani
a za rovnopravnost pohlavi. Jeho stoupenkyné
a stoupenci nasleduji starofeckou Lysistratu,
iniciatorku ,velké sexualni stavky Zzen®, ktera
soustavnym odpiranim sexualniho styku nutila
muzZe sloZit zbrané a ukongit valky. MDZ uctiva
pafizské Zeny, které v pribéhu Velké francouz-
ské revoluce prosazovaly rovné volebni pravo
(tedy i pro Zeny); a tehdejsi slavné heslo si pro
své potfeby zcela samozfejmé pozménily na vol-
nost, rovnost, sesterstvi. Sou¢asny Osmy bre-
zen je holdem patnactitisicovému davu Zen, kte-
ry v New Yorku roku 1908 svymi pozadavky na



ation or the degree to which they fulfill their civic
duties.
published in August 2006

Social Democracts have
a Shadow Ministry for Women
and Family Affairs

Institutional attention to gender equality and
equality within the family and working life is
finally the order of the day.

According to the gender information and wire
service, gitA, the priorities for the Shadow Minis-
try for Women and Family Affairs are the fol-
lowing: removing gender stereotypes in the thin-
king of the Czech population and strengthening
awareness of equal opportunities for women
and men, especially in people who hold decisi-
on-making positions; increasing the number of
women in decision-making positions; improving
the conditions for balancing family life and work;
removing discriminatory conduct in the labour
market and in employment; improving prevention
and protection in the area of domestic violence.

The Shadow Minister, Katefina Kalistova, pre-
sented the Shadow Ministry’s Legislative plan
to the media. Among other things, the law pla-
ces importance on elaborating the law on relief
child support, the anti-discrimination bill and the
factual intention of the election law amendment,
whose objective is the representation of a larger
number of women in the resulting decision-maki-
ng process.

The time is ripe. The objectives of the Shadow
Ministry reflect the problems that the strongest
women’s non-profit organisations have been
drawing attention to for years. In particular,
thanks to the MP Anna Curdova, who was the
Chair of the Government Commission for Equal
Opportunities when the CSSD was in power, is-
sues, problems and their solutions flowed from
the area of civic society into the political sphe-
re. The establishment of a Ministry for Women
and Family Affairs is, in my opinion, one of the
few proofs of civic society, through its long-term
work, making politicians carry out concrete
steps. Women’s NGOs can applaud themselves
with a clear conscience. Obviously, the Euro-
pean Union’s grants policy in particular supports
those programmes that are aimed at increasing
the number of women in politics or the equalisa-
tion of conditions in the labour market. Neverthe-
less, even the European Union or international
agreements have not forced the gender friendly

Social Democratic government to move from
words to action. However, the activity and tena-
city of women’s NGOs, the continual informing of
political representation, civic protests, scientific
research and working with the media have rea-
ped the fruits of their labour.
The shadow Ministry is not a parody in the vein
of the former MP Volfova’s women’s government.
The Ministry has its rules and its respectability.
Concrete legislation addressing existing discrimi-
nation and promoting the hitherto ridiculed area
of equal opportunities can, in addition to boos-
ting women’s satisfaction and confidence, lead
to an increase in the birth-rate (which is one of
the unspoken justifications for the establishment
of the Shadow Ministry — hence its instructive
name), to a change of the rhetoric and beha-
viour of political parties and certain politicians, to
a change of public awareness.

published in December 2006

Lysistrata’s Daughters

The herstory of the 8th of March is a compel-
ling story about the rearing up of the forces
of the female population, evidence that even
a woman is a homo politica, that women can
also roar through imaginary megaphones,
are able to enthuse uncompromisingly about
ideals and stand by those who “spark” the-
se ideals in others. The story of International
Women’s Day, nevertheless, demonstrates
how deeply ingrained is the division of the
world into “men’s” and “women’s”, how
strong this concept is, with all its implicati-
ons, and how profoundly it hinders dialogue
between the genders.

Herstory

International Women’s Day was not established
as a picturesque celebration of femininity, with
its long hair, mysterious womb and hysteria. It
has not developed out of the social need to make
women'’s hard, double or triple-shift life better, at
least once a year with paeans of praise, caresses
or presents. It is not a holiday, artificially created
by the former regime. International Women'’s
Day draws on the historical rising up of women
against injustice, pointless death and gender
inequality. Its male and female supporters emu-
late the ancient Greek character Lysistrata, who
initiated the “great women'’s sexual strike”, that,
through the withholding of the sexual act, forced
men to lay down their arms and put a stop to
wars. International Women’s Day honours Pari-
sian women, who during the great French Revo-
lution tried to enforce the equal right to vote (thus
for women also); and as a matter of course they
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ekonomicka prava a lepsi kvalitu Zivota a svym
heslem ,chléb a rGze* myslenku Dne Zen odstar-
toval. Je poklonou Klafe Zetkin, ktera spoluor-
ganizovala prvni pouli¢ni protesty pod hlavi¢kou
Mezinarodniho dne Zen v bfeznu 1911 v Némec-
ku. Pfes milion Zen a muz( v Rakousku, Dansku,
N&mecku a Svycarsku tehdy pozadoval rovné
volebni pravo, rovné pravo na praci a vyrovnani
nerovnych pracovnich podminek a kromé jiné-
ho i zékaz détské prace. Osmy bfezen upomina
na podpis Umluvy Organizace spojenych narodu
v roce 1945 v San Franciscu, ktera pfedstavuje
prvni mezinarodni ujednani prohlasujici rovnost
pohlavi zakladnim lidskym pravem. Respekt
k MDZ znamena respekt k principu, podle kte-
rého nemohou byt Zadné socialni, ekonomické
a politické problémy feSeny bez rovného zapo-
jeni Zen a muzi do rozhodovacich procesu.
K principu, ktery nyni jiz samozfejmé prosazu-
ji jak evropské, tak mezinarodni instituce pod
magickym nazvem gender mainstreaming.
Osmy brezen je jiz také po nékolik desetileti
moznosti, jak dat najevo svou schopnost myslet
na napli souslovi (Zzenska) lidska prava v glo-
balnim méfitku. A distancovat se od zneuzivani
Zen jako levné pracovni sily, od vnimani Zzen jako
soucasti valecné Kkofisti, od obchodu se zenami,
od domaciho nasili €i Zenské obfizky...

Tolik kofeny. Sou€asnost Mezinarodniho dne
Zen je ovéem mozno popsat dvojim zpusobem:
v nékterych koutech svéta se potaci s inzeratem
,chcete mé?“; v jinych koutech svéta ma své
poslani prazraéné jasné, konkrétni a Zité.

Osmy biezen po ¢esku

Staci naznacit: emdézet... a média véetné téch
hospodskych se pilné plni muzsko-Zenskou
bojtivkou. Zeny, boj, protest, pravo. Tato slovni
linie plisobi jako rudy $atek na ¢eského Zzensko-
muzského byka. ,Otevien&, MDZ pro mne neni
téma. Jediné snad... jako zdroj malych détskych
traumat (ucitelka mé donutila nakreslit kyti¢ku,
ktera se mamince jesté libila, ale standardizova-
ny karafiat ji urazil). Dobfe, poSlu emoce pry¢.
Ocitam se ale v prazdnoté. MDZ pro mne osob-
né zivy obsah nema. Nebo se branim, aby mél?
Nejvic mi asi vadi ten boj. Myslim si totiz, Ze na
poli rovnych prileZitosti Zen a muzd (kam MDZ
patfi - ¢i ne?) uz neni ¢as na boj, ale na dialog
— a toho se rad zGgastnim,” fika k heslu MDZ
DNES Martin Jara, redaktor gitY a feditel Ligy
otevienych muzd (www.ilom.cz).

Karafiatové deklasovani MDZ v minulé éFe ugini-
lo své, k tomu pfipoctéte opét v minulé éfe vézi-
ci averzi Ceské verejnosti k pojmu emancipace,
zenska prava a rovnopravnost a mate zaklad
na hutné lepidlo, jimz je mozné zalepit jakékoli
snahy o vysvétleni vyznamu MDZ. MDZ je navic
svatkem-parlamentnim otloukankem. Jakmile

v roce 2004 ziskal zpét misto v eském kalenda-
fi, nemine rok bez politickych snah ho ze sezna-
mu vyznamnych dnl opét Skrtnout. ,Debata
o rovnych pravech Zen a rovnych pfilezitostech
by se neméla spojovat s MDZ. Pokus o rehabili-
taci MDZ nepovazuji za dobry. Velka &ast naro-
da to citi jako véc, ktera je az smésna. Daleko
ho vyznamného dne — Dne matek,* oduvodriuje
svUj aktualni navrh na vyjmuti MDZ z kalendafe
Ceského statu senator Martin Mejstiik. ,Mezina-
rodni den Zen by podle mé mél existovat nadale,
uz kvli jeho historii. Navic je zavedeny a ¢asem
se snad i u nas podafi pfesvédCit vefejnost,
Ze nejde jen o parodii totalitniho Ceskosloven-
ska ¢i boj Zen za moznost farat v dolech. Vadi
mi ovSem, kdyz néktefi politici prohlasuji, jak je
MDZ zbyte¢né a jak je dllezity Svatek matek.
Tyhle tendence totiz Zeny deklasuji znovu jen
¢i dokonce jediné poslani jejich Zivota. Tak se
tvari hned dvé z vladnich stran, staci precist si
jejich volebni programy. Svatek matek jako tako-
vy mé& nepopuzuje, ale nahradit jim 8. bfezen
pokladam za naprosty nesmysl a za poruSovani
Zenskych prav,“ oponuje Martinu Mejstfikovi Iva
Baslarova, feditelka brnénského Genderového
informacéniho centra NORA (www.gendernora.
cz). NORA kazdoro¢né organizuje k 8.bfeznu
ké kabarety. Tyto kabarety jsou jednou z mala
kontinualnich vefejnych akci u nas cilenych na
samotny smysl MDZ, tedy na upozorfiovani na
nedodrzovani lidskych prav ve formé diskrimina-
ce zen (ale i muzl). Kazdy roénik ma své téma
a okruh nejrGiznéjsich umélkyrn a umélcu, perfor-
merek a performer(, ale i lidi z univerzit ¢i nezis-
kového sektoru, ktefi téma ztvarfuji. Na otazku,
zda jejich aktivity nalepka MDZ nesvazuje &i
nebrzdi, odpovida Iva Baslarova: ,Ne, nebrzdi
a podle mé ani neni spravné se ji zbavovat. Mam
aktualné moznost srovnani na studijnim stipen-
dijnim pobytu v Irsku, kde se uz ted chystaji riz-
né akce u pfilezitosti tohoto vyznamného dne.
A spoluzacky a spoluzaci moc nerozumi tomu,
pro¢ by se MDZ nemél slavit.”

Den tv(j i maj

Stejné jako se feminismus pfesouva k dekon-
strukci genderovych vztah(, pojem prava Zen
v sobé obsahuje i prava muzl. Bez redefinice
muzstvi se redefinice Zenstvi neobejde. Jelikoz
tyto jemné posuny asi neni mozné do pény MDZ
zarfadit srozumitelné a jasné, slavil se 19. €ervna
2006 v Sesti evropskych zemich a na pudé desit-
ky tamnich neziskovych organizaci poprvé Den
rovnosti Zen a muzl (Gender Equality Day). Jed-
nou z téchto zemi byla i Ceska republika. Ale-
xandra Jachanova-Dolezelova, koordinatorka



appropriated the famous slogan of that time and
changed it to liberty, equality, sorority. The cur-
rent 8 March is a homage to the crowd of fifteen
thousand women, who started off the idea of
IWD with their demands for economic rights and
a better quality of life with their slogan “bread
and roses” in New York in 1908. It honours Klara
Zatkin, who co-organised the first street protests
under the title International Women'’s Day in Ger-
many in March, 1911. More than a million men
and women demanded the equal right to vote,
equal rights at work and the balancing out of
uneven working conditions and also the prohi-
bition of child labour in Austria, Denmark, Ger-
many and Switzerland. 8 March commemorates
the signing of the United Nations agreement in
San Francisco in 1945, which constitutes the
first international agreement declaring gender
equality a basic human right. Respecting IWD
means respecting a principle, according to which
no social, economic or political problems can be
solved without the equal participation of women
and men in decision-making; a principle, which is
now obviously advocated by European and inter-
national institutions alike under the magic words,
gender mainstreaming. For several decades,
8 March has also been the opportunity to express
one’s ability to think about the meaning of
women’s human rights from a global standpoint.
And to distance oneself from the exploitation of
women as cheap labour, from perceiving women
as war booty, from the trafficking of women, from
domestic violence and women’s circumcision.
So much for the roots. The current situation of
International Women’s Day, however, can be
described in two ways: in some places in the
world it flails about uncertainly, asking, “Do you
want me?”, in other places its mission is clearly
defined, concrete and lived.

8 March Czech style

It is enough to imply: I-W-D...and the media,
including the economic press, are full of male-
female catfights. Women, fight, protest, right.
These words acts like a red flag to the Czech
female-male bull. “To be honest, | do not consi-
der IWD a “topic”. Perhaps only...as the source
of a small child’s traumas (my teacher made me
draw a bouquet that my mother did like, but the
standardised carnation insulted her). All right,
| will banish emotions. However, | find myself in
a void. IWD, for me personally, has no active
content. Or maybe | am preventing it from having
one? The thing | dislike most is the fighting.
Namely, | think that in the area of equal oppor-
tunities for women and men (IWD belongs here
— or doesn't it?) there is no time for fighting, but
for dialogue — and | will gladly take part in it,”,
says Martin Jara, a writer for gitA (the Gender

Information Press Agency) and the Director of
the League of Open Men (www.ilom.cz) on the
topic of IWD Today (MDZ DNES).

The carnation-giving that robbed IWD of its festi-
vity in the former era contributed to the problem
and if you add the aversion of the Czech pub-
lic to the terms emancipation, women’s rights
and equality that were inherent in the previous
era, you will get the essentials for a solid glue
with which you can gum up any effort to explain
the meaning of the IWD. What is more, IWD is
a holiday — a parliamentary laughing-stock.
When, in 2004, it was allocated a place in the
Czech calendar, not a year would pass without a
political effort to delete it again from the list of sig-
nificant days. “The debate concerning women’s
equal rights and equal opportunities should not
be connected to IWD. | do not consider the
attempt to rehabilitate IWD a good move. A gre-
at part of the population considers it laughable.
The attempt to introduce another important day
— Mother’s Day - was much more successful”
said Senator Martin Mejstfik in justification of his
current proposal to remove IWD from the calen-
dar of the Czech state. “In my opinion, Internatio-
nal Women'’s Day should continue to exist, for its
history alone. Moreover, it has established itself
over time and hopefully even in our country the
public can be persuaded that it is not a parody
of the totalitarian Czechoslovakia or of women’s
struggle for the opportunity to work in mines. It
bothers me, however, when some politicians
proclaim how useless IWD is and how impor-
tant Mother’s Day is. These propensities once
again declass women to mothers and femininity
to motherhood - apparently the most important
or even the only mission of their lives. Already
two government parties are sporting this opini-
on, judging by their election programmes alone.
Mother’s Day, as such, does not incense me, but
to replace 8 March with it, | consider utter non-
sense and a violation of women'’s rights,”, says
Ilva Baslarova, the director of the Brno Gender
Information Center NORA (www.gendernora.cz)
who opposes Martin Mejsttik. Each year, NORA
commemorates the 8 March with increasingly
successful and popular feminist cabarets. These
cabarets are one of the few, continuous public
events in our country that are targeting the mea-
ning of IWD, thus calling attention to the violati-
on of human rights in the form of discrimination
of women (and also men). There is a different
topic every year with appropriate groups of vari-
ous female and male artists and performers, as
well as people from universities and the non-pro-
fit sector, who contribute to these topics. When
asked about whether the label IWD does not
constrain or hinder their activities lva Baslarova
answered the following: “No, it does not hinder
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projektu PUl na pul prazské obecné prospésné
spole¢nosti Gender Studies, ktera myslenku Dne
rovnosti Zen a muzu pfivezla a naplfiuje, k tomu
dodava: ,Rozhodli jsme se vyhlasit Den rovnosti
nezavisle na Mezinarodnim dnu Zen. Hlavnim
divodem bylo postavit do svétla zajmu vztahy
Zen a muzl, dostat do povédomi muzskou otaz-
ku. Symbolicky se Den rovnosti Zen a muzu tyka
predevsim spravedlivého déleni péce o rodinu
a déti a pracovniho vypéti mezi oba rody.”
V letoSnim roce, ktery je Evropskou unii mimo-
chodem vyhlaSen rokem rovnych pfileZitosti,
se Gender Studies a spol. obrati na poslance
a poslankyné Evropského parlamentu s navrhem
na ustaveni Dne rovnosti vyznamnym dnem EU.
Mame tu tedy hned nékolik svatku, které si ¢ini
narok vztahovat se k rodovym skupinam: MDZ,
Den matek, Den rovnosti Zen a muzd, s trochou
nadsazky Svatek Sv. Valentyna, o snahach
nové vzniklych muzskych skupin po zavedeni
Dne otcd nemluvé. Tento svatkovy boom muze
naznacovat leccos, pozitivné vnimano mozna
alespor minimalni riznorodost rozuméni promé-
fujicim se Zensko-muzskym vztahtm.

Jina perspektiva

Ze MDZ ma ve svété svou aktivni podstatu, e
Zije, dokazuje vycet akci k IWD (International
Womens Day, www.internationalwomensday.
com) roku 2006. Desitky tisic demonstrujicich
hospodyn v Brazilii, které poZadovaly propla-
ceni ddchodl. 100.000 nasbiranych podpist
k petici Zeny fikaji Ne valce v Iraku. Demonst-
rantky na Filipinach a v iranu byly pozatykany
pro pobufovani. Zenam v irackém Bagdadu
zamezovalo masivni pouliéni nasili v navazani
na mohutné protesty proti omezovani lidskych
prav z roku 2005. Indie zaznamenala stovky
demonstraci, pochodll a protestt proti Zenské
chudobé a negramotnosti. Afghansti aktivisté
spustili webovy monitoring nasili pachaného
na zenach. Argentinské zeny demonstrovaly za
pravo na svobodnou volbu matefstvi. V Kongu
bylo hlavnim organizatorkam poklidnych akci
k IWD vyhrozovano vézenim. Osmy bfezen ma
v tomto kontextu své jednoznacné echo: Tobé
tvlj rod mozna v ni€em nebrani, nemusi$ o ném
prfemyslet, ale kolem tebe Ziji osoby, které pravé
a jen proto, Ze jsou urcitého pohlavi, fyzicky i psy-
chicky trpi. A neni jim to dano od pfirody. Osmy
bfezen ma v tomto kontextu i svou jednoznaénou
Ulohu — udrzovat jeden celoplanetarni spolecny
prostor, v némz se zZeny drzi vzajemné za své

pomysiné sukng, copy a Satky nad vodou.
publikovano Genderovou informacni tiskovou
agenturou gitA, www.ta-gita.cz, a v Novém
prostoru, brfezen 2007



us and in my opinion it is not right to get rid of
it. Currently, | can make comparisons while at
a study stipend stay in Ireland, where various
events on the occasion of this significant day are
taking place. And my female and male classma-
tes cannot comprehend why IWD should not be
celebrated”.

Your and my day

Just as feminism shifted to a deconstruction of
gender relationships, so the notion of women’s
rights also encompasses the rights of men. The
redefinition of femininity cannot exist without
a redefinition of masculinity. Because it is pro-
bably impossible to clearly and understandably
include these gentle shifts into IWD, the Gender
Equality Day was organized by ten local non-
profit organisations and celebrated on 19 June,
2006 in six European countries for the first time.
The Czech Republic was one of these countries.
Alexandra Jachanova-Dolezalova, the coordina-
tor of the project Pul na pul (Half and Half) of the
Prague-based public benefit association Gen-
der Studies, who transplanted the idea of Gen-
der Equality Day and keeps fulfilling its mission,
adds: “We have decided to declare the Gender
Equality Day autonomously from International
Women'’s Day. The main reason for this was to
bring to light the relationship of women and men,
to raise awareness about the male question.
Symbolically, Gender Equality Day is concer-
ned primarily with the just division of child and
family care and the gender division of work”. This
year, which incidentally was proclaimed the year
of equal opportunities by the European Union,
Gender Studies and others will turn to the male
and female European Parliament MPs with their
proposal to designate the Equality Day a signifi-
cant day in the EU. Thus, we have several holi-
days here that claim to relate to gender groups:
IWD, Mother’s Day, Gender Equality Day and, if
| exaggerate, also Valentine’s Day, not even men-
tioning the efforts of the newly established men’s
groups to introduce Father’s Day. This holiday
boom can indicate anything, from a positive per-
spective, perhaps at least the smallest diversity
in understanding the transformation of women’s
and men'’s relationships.

A different perspective

A series of events on the occasion of IWD (Inter-
national Women’s Day, www.internationalwo-
mensday.com) over the course of 2006 is eviden-
ce that the active essence of IWD is alive. Tens of
thousands of demonstrating housewives in Brazil
who demanded repayment of old age pensions.
100,000 collected signatures for the petition Wo-
men Say NO to War in Irag. Women demonstra-
tors in the Philippines and Iran were arrested for

sedition. Women from Baghdad were prevented
by massive street violence from continuing the
large-scale protests against the curtailment of
human rights in 2005.
India recorded hundreds of demonstrations,
marches and protests against women’s pover-
ty and illiteracy. Afghan activists launched
a web monitoring of violence perpetrated on wo-
men. Women from Argentina held a pro-choice
demonstration. In Congo, the main organisers of
the peaceful events on the occasion of IWD were
threatened with imprisonment. Within this con-
text, 8 March has an unequivocal echo: Maybe
your gender does not constrain you in anything,
maybe you do not have to think about it, but there
are people around you, who just because they
are a certain gender, are suffering physically and
mentally. And this is not given to them by nature.
Within this context, 8 March also has an unequi-
vocal task — to sustain one mutual space on our
planet in which women hold each others’ imagi-
nary skirts, pony tails and shawls to keep afloat.
published by the Gender Information Press
Agency (Genderova informacni tiskova agentu-
ra) gitA and Novy prostor magazine, March 2007
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Pavla Jonssonova

Zména symbolického radu

Prezidentka.cz ma vétsi ukol nez jen uvolnit
zenam cestu do politiky a vefejného zivota.
Plave proti proudu, bojuje s Goliasem, celi
vysméchu téch, ktefi maji strach.

Nechce totiz nic mensiho nez proménit symbo-
licky fad, neviditelné regulujici spole€ensky zivot
Vv jazyce, filosofii, nabozenstvi, vizualnich repre-
zentacich, médiich.

Zakony jsou pro vSechny stejné, Ustava jasné
stanovuje, Ze maji zeny a muzi stejna prava,
fikal mi Martin Komarek v jedné z naSich debat.
Ale to neni pfesné. Lacanovsky filosof Slavoj
Zizek v Metastazich rozkoSe tvrdi, Ze ve sku-
te€nosti psané zakony jsou neuplné. Je tu navic
jakysi ,duch komunity®, obscénni tajny kod, ktery
je opravdovym pojitkem spole¢nosti. Pokud se
s nim nékdo neidentifikuje, stava se obéti lyn-
Covaci party.

Jak mulze Zena zaujmout dustojné misto ve
vefejnych situacich ve spole¢nosti, ktera nepsa-
né, ale o to vehementnéji, véfi napfiklad v to,
Ze pouze muz ma superego? Freudovské poje-
ti abstraktniho smyslu pro spravedinost, Cest,
atd. je vSudypfitomné, vynofuje se nad hladinu
v podobé vypadl napf. proti soudkynim (Uzel).
DalSi vyhrady se vynofuji v dalSich profesich,
napf. proti Iékarkam (Pafko), nebo proti muzi-
kantkam. Cast eské spolednosti se pfimo dési
atmosféry genderové rovnosti Evropské unie:
Donutilovy sexistické vtipy a vSudypfitomny mor
reklam funguji jako podminka stability patriarcha-
tu u nas, tim, co udrzuje spole€nost pohromadé.
A Zzeny samotné se dobrovolné zaviraji do muci-
del Zelezné panny mytu krasy. O to vic je tfeba
si vazit hlast vizionaru jako je Mirek Vodrazka,
ktery vyzyva nas vSechny ,nekolaborovat s via-
dou jednoho pohlavi*.

Bod obratu

Jen ne dalsi revoluci, volaji mnozi, jen ne zadné
ideje, jen ne zadné prevraty. Nebojte se. Promé-
na symbolického fadu bude stejné radostna jako
listopadova ,revoluce® 1989. Probiha uz dlouho,
nejviditeln&ji na zapadé v hnutich za lidska prava
od 60tych let. Souvisi s boji mensin, ¢ernochl,
studentl, homosexualli, osamélych rodi¢a, han-
dicapovanych a dalSich, ktefi byli stigmatizovani
v pfidélenych socialnich rolich.

Fritjof Capra uvadi svuUj bestseller Bod obratu
citatem z I-t'ing o proméné, ktera vznika spon-
tannim pohybem, prostou transformaci starého,

kde ,nevznika zadna Skoda“. Po této proméné
se vynofi tvaf Zen a muzd jinak. To vSe jiz probi-
ha: jednim z nejradikalnéj§ich momentu je ucast
muz na vychové déti od okamziku narozeni,
jejich moznost spatfit piny lidsky potencial déti
obou pohlavi. Jakmile se muzi stavaji aktivnéj-
Simi otci, participace Zen ve vSech oblastech
vefejného Zivota automaticky pfinese daleko-
sahlé zmény nasich postojl a chovani. Zména
symbolického fadu je autenticka potfeba. Moz-
na jsou cesty, ktera pouzivame, neadekvatni,
mozna tapeme, ale v nadéji, Ze potom to bude
krasné.

publikovano v ¢ervnu 2006

Spasi zeny svét?

Vysledek 15,5% zastoupeni zen v parlamentu
zlstane svédectvim dal$iho propadu do hlu-
bin patriarchatu. Pohled na povolebni jedna-
ni je testosteronovou prehlidkou.

Zeny nemuseji nutné spasit svét, ale je duleZité,
aby se ho alespon ucastnily, pfipominaji v pfed-
volebni listu adresovaném ,sestram“ slovenské
feministky z Aspektu (gender mailing list 7.6.06).
Ale jak toho dosahnout, kdyz je zatéz patriarchal-
nich dé&jin tak velka? Jednim z do€asnych moz-
nych opatfeni jsou kvoty, systém, ktery prokazal
svou zivotaschopnost ve Skandinavii. Poslanky-
né Evropského parlamentu Jana BoboSikova pfi
televizni diskusi kvoty odmitla. Jediné, co Zeny
potfebuji k ucasti v politice je krouzkovani, tvrdi-
la. Ale neni to tak, rozbory sou€asného systému
ukazuji, ze krouzkovani tak, jak je v souCasné
dobé nastaveno, je neefektivni.

Vysledek 15,5% zastoupeni Zen v parlamentu
zUstane svédectvim dal$iho propadu do hlubin
patriarchatu. Pohled na povolebni jednani je tes-
tosteronovou prehlidkou.

Jak pfipomina novozélandska pozorovatel-
ka Ceské postsocialistické genderové situace
Jacqui True, vratili jsme se k tomu, co je ,pfiro-
zené®, tedy do Evropy, k soukromému vlastnic-
tvi, ale bohuzel po emaskulizacni zkuSenosti
socialismu i k hierarchii mezi pohlavimi — kterou



Change in the
Order

Prezidentka.cz has a bigger objective than
clearing a path for women into politics and
public life. It swims against the current,
fights Goliath, faces ridicule from those who
are afraid.

It strives for nothing less than to alter the sym-
bolic order that invisibly regulates social life in
language, philosophy, religion, visual represen-
tation and the media.

The law is the same for everyone; the constitution
clearly stipulates that women and men have the
same rights, as Martin Komarek told me during
one of our discussions. Although this is not strict-
ly true. The Lacanian philosopher, Slavoj Zizek,
in his The Metastases of Enjoyment states that in
reality, the written laws are not complete. There
is also a certain “communal spirit’, an obscene,
secret code that is the true, common denomina-
tor of society. Unless one identifies with it, one
falls victim to the lynch mob.

How can a woman occupy a dignified place in
public situations in a society, which, although not
in writing but all the more vehemently, believes
that only a man has a superego? The Freudian
conception of the abstract sense of justice, vir-
tue, etc. is omnipresent, it resurfaces in the form
of diatribes against women judges (Radim Uzel).
Other objections arise in other professions, e.g.
against women doctors (Pavel Pafko), or musi-
cians. Part of Czech society is horrified by the
atmosphere of gender equality of the European
Union: Miroslav Donutil’'s sexist jokes domina-
ting the Czech entertainment industry and the
ubiquitous onslaught of advertising are the basic
underpinnings of the patriarchy in our country,
because they keep society together — and wo-
men also willingly lock themselves into the tortu-
rous beauty myth of the iron virgin. That is why
visionary voices, such as that of Mirek Vodrazka,
who calls for “non-collaboration with a one-gen-
der government”, should be treasured.

Turning Point

Not another revolution, many people cry, no
more ideas, and no more coups. Have no fear.
The change of the symbolic order will be as
joyous as the November “revolution” in 1989. It
has been underway for long time, most visibly in
the West as a part of human rights movements
since the 1960s. It is connected with the fight of
minorities, black people, students, homosexuals,

Symbolic

single parents, disabled people and others, who
were stigmatised in their assigned social roles.
Fritjof Capra prefaces his bestseller, The Tur-
ning Point, with an |-Ching quote about change,
which arises through spontaneous movement
and the transformation of the old, where “no
harm is inflicted”. After this change, the faces of
women and men will resurface differently. This
is already happening: one of these most radical
of moments is the participation of men in child-
bearing from the moment of the child’s birth and
their opportunity to fully grasp the potential of
their children, of both sexes. Once men become
more active fathers, the participation of women
in all spheres of public life will automatically bring
about far-reaching changes in our attitudes and
behaviour. The change of the symbolic order is
an authentic need. Perhaps the ways we are
now using are inadequate, perhaps we are gro-
ping our way, but it will be beautiful.

published in June 2006

Will Women Save the World?

The fact that 15. 5 % of representatives in
Parliament are female is evidence of a further
descent into the depths of the patriarchy.
A look at the post-election negotiations
reveals a display of testosterone.

Women do not necessarily have to save the
world, but it is important that they are at least
involved in it, Slovak feminists from Aspekt (gen-
der mailing list 7 June, 2006) remind us in their
pre-election letter addressed to their “sisters”.
But how should this be accomplished when the
burden of patriarchal history is so great? One
of the possible temporary measures is quotas,
a system that has proved its viability in Scandina-
via. The European Parliament MP, Jana BoboSi-
kova, rejected quotas in a TV discussion. The
only thing that women need to assume an active
role in politics, is for their names to be circled on
ballot papers, she claimed. This, however, is not
the case, as analyses of the current system have
shown that such a circling, in the current set-up,
is not effective.

The fact that only 15.5 % of representatives
in Parliament are female, remains evidence of
a further descent into the depths of the patri-
archy. A look at the post-election negotations
reveals a display of testosterone.

The New Zealand observer of the Czech, post-
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zatim v Zapadni Evropé posunuly demokratizac-
ni hnuti smérem k genderové rovnosti. Objevila
se staronova maskulinisticka kultura, v niz domi-
nuji insidefi privatizace. Pro Zeny transformace
pfinesla fadu negativnich faktord: nerovné pla-
ty, diskriminaci v zaméstnavani, maly pfistup
k politickych uloham ve spolecnosti, sexualni
obtéZovani na pracovisti, sexismus v médiich
a reklamé, domaci nasili, znasilnéni a sexualni
zneuzivani, feminizaci chudoby, malou repro-
duktivni volbu, nedostatek statem dotovanych
détskych zafizeni a dalSi nevyhody ,pfirozené-
ho“ fadu spolednosti. Ceské Zeny, s vyjimkou
malého procenta kvalifikovanych specialistek,
stale nesou nerovné bfimé ekonomické transfor-
mace. Zenskou spoleéenskou doménou se staly
nevladni organizace a rdzné Zenské iniciativy
zezdola. Nakolik ale muze ob&anska spole¢nosti
suplovat neexistujici ¢i nefunkéni institucionalni
cesty a hajit zajmy Zen, je otazkou.
Tém, co se domnivaji, Ze maji vSichni rovné
pfilezitosti, je tfeba pfipomenout, Ze trpi historic-
kou slepotou. Spisovatelka Astrid Lindgren fika:
,Chcete-li své misto na slunci, neplacte pro né,
nezadejte je, ale vezméte si je!l“ A k ni se pfida-
véa Policie CR na svych plakatcich v tramvajich:
,N&kdy nestadi utikat.“ Zeny se maji pfihlasit do
kurz bojového uméni — a na$ web pfipomina,
Ze nejvétsi boj se odehrava v symbolické rovi-
né. AZ vas budou strazci patriarchalniho fadu
chtit zamknout v kuchyni, stréit do $koly/vézeni
¢i pfivazat k tyci, vzpomernte na Pipi Dlouhou
puncochu a utecte jim na stfechu, nebo do nich
Stouchnéte. Udélejte néco slovy. Muzi, stljte
pti Zenach. Ctéte a vyzbrojte se. Ugastnéte se
sémiotické bitvy. Zabijte apatii. Jak fika Goethe,
nejhorsi ze v8eho je prestat to zkouSet.
publikovano v ¢ervnu 2006

Freud a Mezinarodni ¢erveny
kosoétverec

Vystavy k 150-tému vyroci Freudova naroze-
ni mé inspirovaly k zamysleni nad proména-
mi chapani zenské sexuality a identity.

Vynecham tendence mavnout nad Freudem
rukou, protoZe ty jsou nedulezité: Freud je pro
teorie sexuality vcetné téch feministickych

zasadni. Nejnosnéjsi se zda freudovska linie
sméfujici pfes Jacquese Lacana, kam patfi
znacéna ¢ast tretivinnych feministek. Hlas téchto
teoreticek sice pfi konfrontaci pohled(i na zmirio-
vanych vystavach chybél, ale rezonoval v nék-
terych uméleckych aplikacich (napf. postel snl
Eriky Bornové).

NejzasadngjSi pro znazornéni posunu vnimani
Zenské sexuality byl exponat slovinské vytvarné
skupiny IRWIN znamé svych spojenim se skupi-
nou Laibach. Postmoderni styl pastiSe, mixujici
filosofa Zizeka uvelebeného na Freudové psy-
choanalytickém gaudi, pfinuti divaky k osvobo-
zujicimu zachvatu smichu nad fotem Zenského
klina ve funkci svatého obrazku nad filosofovou
hlavou. Tak se naplriuji feministické vize sméjici
se Meduzy a psychoanalyza pfestava byt nastro-
jem patriarchalni ideologie jako psychologické-
ho a antropologického ospravedinéni nadvlady
muzd nad Zenami. Uméleckou transmutaci se
FreudlQv gau¢ stava vysvobozenim vSech. Pra-
vé takto zakontextovany ,nedostatek” se sta-
va ,svatou” vyhodou a nadéji - Zena nic nema
a nemusi se tedy o nic strachovat.

Freudovska teorie nedostatku spojena s zen-
skym pohlavim a strach z kastrace pochazejici
z fecké sokratovské spole€nosti se stale pro-
jevuje velmi silné v jazyce: oznaceni zenského
pohlavi je tou nejsilngjSi nadavkou, kterou vét-
Sina zapadnich jazyku zna. Jestlize se néktefi
|ékafi domnivaji, Ze slova jako zpiCiti, zpizdit
jsou projekce pramenici z naruSené sexualni
orientace, je to omyl, protoze neni mozné, aby
tak velka ¢ast muzské populace byla narusena.
Jde o vyhruzku kastrace, kterou Sigmund Freud
spatfil v fecké mytologické Meduze, ktera doka-
zala zménit muze v kamen - jako symbolické
vyjadfeni tohoto strachu. Zena je v tomto pojeti
vykastrovany muz, ¢i jak ji oznadila feministka
druhé viny Germaine Greer, eunuska.

Graficky se toto expletivum znazorriuje na zdech
zachodku jako kosoctverec. Ten predstavuje
nejen onu ,zmrzacenou“ Cast Zenského téla,
ale celé Zenské pokoleni: ani to vlastné nelze
odlisit. J& vim, Francouzi jsou na kosoctverce
hrdi uz davno spolu s Renaultem. V prosinci
2005 zastupci vice nez 190 signatarskych zemi
Zenevské dohody o Cerveném kfizi schvalili ve
Svycarsku dal$i symbol, ktery by vedle &ervené-
ho kfize a Cerveného pulmésice predstavoval
humanitarni pomoc Mezinarodniho ¢erveného
kfize. Novy, neutralni symbol, Cerveny kosoctve-
rec, ma preklenout ideologické problémy spojené
s kfizem, ptlmésicem, i Davidovou hvézdou. Je
to kouzlo nechténého, ale je to milé! Uprostied
zaplav tricek Ko-man-tchi do pi-tchi a pofvava-
ni délnik( na stavbé, kde hoSi pokrytecky dou-
faji, Ze se na tom hezkém misté, kam posilaji
své nepratele, vecer ocitnou i oni, to pusobi jako



socialist gender situation, Jacqui True, points out
that we have returned to what is “natural’, i.e.
to Europe, to private property, and unfortunately,
after the emasculating experience of socialism,
also to a hierarchy between genders — whilst in
the meantime the democratisation movements
of Western Europe have shifted closer to gen-
der equality. A renewed masculinist culture,
where privatisation insiders prevail, has appea-
red. The transformation brought in a series of
negative factors for women: unequal wages,
discrimination at work, limited access to politi-
cal tasks in society, sexual harassment at work,
sexism in the media and advertising, domestic
violence, rape and sexual abuse, the feminisa-
tion of poverty, insufficient reproductive choices,
a shortage of state-subsidised childcare facilities
and other disadvantages in the “natural” order
of society. Czech women, with the exception
of a small percentage of qualified specialists,
still bear an uneven burden from the economic
transformation. Non-governmental organisations
and various grassroots women'’s initiatives have
become the main domains of women in society.
To what extent civic organisations can substitute
non-existing or defunct institutional approaches
and advocate women'’s interests, remains a qu-
estion.

Those who assume that everybody has equal
opportunities have to be reminded that they’re
suffering from historical blindness. The writer
Astrid Lindgren said: “If you want your place in
the sun, do not cry for them, or date them, but
marry them instead!” and the Czech Police join
her on their posters in the trams: “Sometimes it
isn’t enough to run.” Women should enrol in mar-
tial arts training — though our webpages suggest
that the biggest struggle takes place on a sym-
bolic level. When the guards of the patriarchal
order try to lock you in the kitchen, stick you in
school/prison or tie you to a pole, remember Pipi
Longstocking and escape onto the roof or poke
them in the ribs. Do something through words.
Men, stand by your women. Read and arm your-
self. Participate in the semiotic battle. Kill apathy.
As Goethe said, the worst thing of all is to stop
trying. published in June 2006

Freud and the
Red Crystal

Exhibitions commemorating the 150th anni-
versary of Freud’s birth inspire a contem-
plation of transformed understandings of
women’s sexuality and identity.

| am going to leave aside attempts to write off
Freud, because they are not important: Freud is

International

fundamental for theories of sexuality, including
feminist theory. The most plausible Freudian line
seems to be leading through Jacques Lacan,
where most third-wave feminists belong. The
voices of these theoreticians have been missing
in confrontations of perspectives, but resonate
in certain artistic applications (e.g. the Bed of
Dreams by Erika Bornova).

Of extreme importance in terms of the represen-
tation of the shift in perceiving women’s sexuality
was the exhibit by the Slovenian art group IRWIN,
who are famous for their interconnection with the
experimental music group Laibach. Their befrien-
ded philosopher, Slavoj Zizek, is lying on Freud’s
psychoanalytical couch underneath a painting of
a woman’s crotch. This painting, The Origin of
the World by Gustave Courbet from 1866, can
be seen in the Louvre. However, in connection
with research into the unconscious and in a com-
position that depicts him as a sacred icon, yes;
a sacred icon of psychoanalysis, its main secret —
women’s sexuality — acquires a spark of humour
and insight at the same time. And thus Helene
Cixous was right when she opposed Freud, who
interpreted the Medusa as an image of women’s
genitalia in the sense of castration: she claimed
that if we have the courage to look into Medusa’s
face, we will realise she is laughing. Thus in
Irwin’s installation, psychoanalysis ceases to be
an instrument of patriarchal ideology as a psy-
chological and anthropological justification of
the rule of men over women. Through artistic
transmutation, Freud’s couch becomes liberati-
on for everyone. This contextualised “deficiency”
becomes the “sacred” advantage and hope —
a woman does not have anything and thus does
not need to worry about anything.

The Freudian theory of deprivation related to
women’s genitalia and the fear of castration,
which originated from the Greek Socratean soci-
ety, still shows through very strongly in language:
the denotation of women’s genitals is the stron-
gest swearword in most Western languages. If
some doctors believe that words such as “zpiciti”,
“zpizdit” (cunt, fuck up) are projections stemming
from a deviant sexual orientation, they are wrong,
as it is not possible for such a large part of the
male population to be deviant. It is the threat
of castration that Sigmund Freud spotted in the
Greek mythological figure of Medusa, who was
able to turn men into stone as a symbolic expres-
sion of this fear. A woman, according to this con-
ception, is a castrated man, or, as the second
wave feminist Germaine Greer designated her,
a female eunuch.

Graphically, this expletive is portrayed on the
doors of toilets in the shape of a diamond. It
does not only represent the “mutilated” part of
the female body, but also the whole female sex:
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osvézeni. Je mnohem pfipadnéjsi poslat nékoho
do kosoctverce pro pomoc, pro zachranu.
Prazska sexrockova kapela 69 méla jako
emblém protiatomovy kosoctverec, ktery proslul
jakozto protiatomova p..a. — mohli by ho even-
tualné Mezinarodnimu Cervenému kosoctverci
nabidnout jako upgrade. Kdyz se Véaclav Havel
loucil jako prezident, nechal na Prazském hradé
postavit pulzujici ¢ervené srdce. Feminista Mi-
rek Vodrazka vztyCil na VySehradu jako vyzvu
k dialogu hofici kosoctverec. Je dobré posunout
komunikaci nad uroven vzkazu ze zachodku.
V tom smyslu je posun kosoctverecné a dalSi
symboliky spojené s Zenskou sexualitou velmi
pozitivni.

publikovano v ¢ervnu 2006

Novy zakon o vykazani za
domaci nasili je podle Gusta-
va Murina genocida

Predni slovensky antifeminista Gustav Murin
si zoufa. Je zdéSen z nového zakona, ktery od
1. ledna umoznuje policistim vykazat pivod-
ce domaciho nasili az na deset dni z domu
nebo z bytu. Schvaleni zakona ho vyprovoko-
valo k sérii élanka v blistech.cz. Jeho zavéry
jsou Sokujici: pred nasima ocima tiSe a nepo-
zorované probiha genocida. Ze nic nevite?
Chce to osvicence jako Murin, ktery nesmy-
slné poskladanymi statistikami ,,dokazuje®,
Ze v nasi zapadni civilizaci si heterosexualni

bili muzi, zfanatizovani feministkami, porada-
ji masovou sebevrazdu. Feministky jsou dle
néj prostou pFi¢inou vymirani muzu.

... Tak ako podla nacistov musi nadradena rasa
vzdy zvitazit, aj feministky povazuju za samo-
zrejmé, Ze cela polovina ludstva je ur€ena na
odpis“  (http://www.blisty.cz/2006/7/7/art29276.
html).

Murin uz léta provokuje a je otazkou, jestli viibec
ma cenu se jeho Clanky probirat. Nicméné véc-
ny pravni ton, ktery Véra Rihova nasadila dalsi
den v blistech.cz, je velmi pfipadny. Poukazu-
je na skute€nost, Zze se Murin dopousti skutkd
Stvani proti skupiné obyvatel, upirani prava na
svobodné smysleni a svobodu slova a vytvareni
faleSnych dikazu, faleSnych obvinéni a vynase-
ni fale§nych soudu - tedy pfinejmen$im pomluvy
(http://www.blisty.cz/2006/7/7/art29276.html).
Kazdy, kdo se v jakékoliv formé setkal s doma-
cim nasilim, je za zakon vdé¢ny. Kdo nevi, o co
jde, at se zepta v jedné z organizaci, zabyvajici
se pomoci jeho obétem, napfiklad ROSA nebo
Bily kruh bezpe¢i.

Podle Murina je ale tento zakon jen dalSi hfebik
do muZské rakve, dalSi meznik systematického,
mnoholetého vyhlazovani muzG feministkami:
,Podra Statistickej rogenky Ligy narodov z roku
1939 bola otakavana dizka Zivota muzov/zien
v Nemecku 59,9/62,8, v CSR len 51,9/552
rokov a v ZSSR dokonca len 41,9/46,8 rokov...
pred takmer 70-timi rokmi to bolo v priemere 3,3
rokov, ale dnes je uz na europskom kontinente
rozdiel az takmer dvojnasobny...“

Cili, podle Murinovych antifeministickych teo-
rii tudiz v Némecku bylo v roce 1939 pomérné
méné feministek nez v CSR, v SSSR jich bylo
podstatné vic. Od té doby vzrostl pocet femi-
nistek dvojnasobné. Situace je ale nejkritictéjsi
podle Murina v Praze: ,V Prahe pripadlo v roku
1991 na 570 647 muzov presne 641 363 Zien
(teda viac ako 70 tisic!). Mohli by sme toto mesto
nazvat’ aj mestom vdov...*

Murin vyvolava dojem, Ze tyto ,feministické"
vdovy otravily své muze, aby se zmocnily jejich
majetku. Podle Murinovy logiky je veSkera moc v
Praze, vSichni politici, zakonodarci, CEO, minist-
fi, profesofi, biskupové a generalové jsou vlastné
zeny, feministky. To, co vidime, je jen previek.
Pokud by Slo Murinovi skute¢né o kvalitu Zivota
muz(, vidél by snadny recept: opustit stresujici
podminky mocenskych pozic a vénovat se vic
détem a rodiné a rozumné pecovat o své zdravi.
Pokud by mu $lo skuteéné o Zivoty muzu, miloval
by feministky, protoze ty touzi nikoliv po moci,
ale po partnerstvi, jsou samostatné, do manzel-
stvi se neZzenou a o déti se dokazou postarat bez
podpory.

A dale, jak vybizeji francouzsti filosofové Gilles
Deleuze a Félix Guattari, je tfeba ,stavat se



and it really cannot be demarked. | know French
people have been proud of diamonds for a long
time because of Renault. In December, 2005, the
representatives of more than 190 signatory coun-
tries of the Geneva Convention on the Red Cross
approved another emblem in Switzerland, which,
alongside the red cross and red crescent, would
epitomise the humanitarian aid of the Internatio-
nal Red Cross. The new, neutral emblem, the red
diamond or crystal, should bridge the ideological
problems related to the cross, crescent or star of
David. It's the magic of the unwanted, but it’s nice!
It is refreshing in the midst of an influx of T-shirts
sporting the words Ko-man-tchi do pi-tchi (Fuck
you Communists when pronounced in Czech
— translator’s note) and the shouts of labourers
on building sites, where the boys hypocritically
hope that in the evening they will find themselves
in that nice place where they keep sending the-
ir enemies. It is much more appropriate to send
someone to a diamond for help, for rescue.
The Prague, sexrock band 69 had as its emblem
an anti-nuclear diamond, infamous for being an
anti-nuclear c..t (cunt) — they could perhaps offer
it to the International Red Crystal as an impro-
vement. When Vaclav Havel was leaving his
presidency, he had a throbbing red neon heart
erected on Prague castle. The feminist Mirek
Vodrazka erected a burning diamond as an invi-
tation to dialogue at VySehrad (an ancient citadel
and monument overlooking Prague, associated
with the legendary, wise and visionary Princess
Libuse, the first woman ruler of the Czech lands
— translator’s note). It is good to advance com-
munication above the level of a message found
in toilets. In that sense, the advancement of the
diamond and other symbols related to women’s
sexuality is very positive.

published in June 2006

The New Law on Banishing the
Perpetrators of Domestic Vio-
lence, the Mechanism of Fear
and the Need to Become Other

The prominent Slovak anti-feminist, Gustav
Murin, is in despair. He is horrified by the
new law, in effect from 1 January, 2007, that
enables Czech police to banish perpetrators
of domestic violence from their house or
flat for up to 10 days. The passing of the bill
provoked him to produce a series of articles
in blisty.cz. His conclusions are shocking:
genocide is quietly taking place in front of
our eyes. Absurdly tagged-together statistics

supposedly prove that white, heterosexual
men in Western civilisation, fanaticised by
feminists, are commiting mass suicide. The
mechanism of fear of social changes has
a medieval, inquisitional effect and conclu-
des, after absurd claims and evidence, with
a simple equation: feminists are the cause of
the dying out of men.

s#According to the nazis, the master race must
always win, and in the same vein, the feminists
take it as a matter of course that a whole half
of humankind is assigned to be written-off...”
(http://www.blisty.cz/2006/7/7/art29276.html).
We can consider Murin insane, be sorry for him
for being ill, for living a reality based on fear.
Feminists have grown accustomed to similar
diatribes over the centuries. Nonetheless, the
factual, legal tone employed by Véra Rihova in
blisty.cz the following day, seems more appro-
priate, full of action and offering hope that the
poor anti-feminist will realise that airing hatred in
public is not only impolite, but also illegal. Riho-
va points out that Murin is actually commiting
incitement against a group of citizens, disputing
the right to freedom of thought and speech, and
producing false evidence, false accusations and
carrying out false judgments — thus, at the very
least, defamation. (http://www.blisty.cz/2006/7/7/
art29276.html) Anyone who has experienced
domestic violence in some form, is grateful for
the law. If you do not know what it is about, ask
in one of the organisations that help its victims,
for example ROSA, Profem or Bily kruh bezpe-
¢i (the White Circle of Security). According to
Murin, this law is only another nail in the coffin of
the male, another turning point in the systematic,
long-standing extermination of men by feminists:
According to the Statistical Annual Report of the
League of Nations from 1939, the life expectan-
cy of men/women in Germany was 59.9/62.8
years, in CSR (the Czechoslovak Republic)
only 51. 9/55. 2 years, and in the USSR even
less - 41.9/46.8 years. On average 63. 2/65. 3
years...nearly 70 years ago, the difference was
on average 3. 3 years, but today on the Euro-
pean continent it is almost double...

Thus, according to Murin’s antifeminist theories,
consequently there were relatively fewer femi-
nists in the Germany of 1939 than in the CSR;
in the USSR there must have been significantly
more of them. Since then, the number of femi-
nists has grown two-fold. According to Murin, the
situation is most critical in Prague: In Prague in
1991, for 570 647 men there were exactly 641
361 women (i.e. more than 70 thousand!). We
could call this city a city of widows...

Murin creates the impression that these “femi-
nist” widows have poisoned their husbands to
get hold of their assets. In line with Murin’s logic,

27

YAONOSSNOF VIAVd - NVINOM 319ISIA 3HL | YNIZ YNI3LIAIA



28

YAONOSSNOF VAV - NVWOM 318ISIA FHL | YNIZ YNI3LIAIA

jinym“ a predevSim ,stavat se Zenou® (niko-
liv doslova ve fyzickém smyslu) — coz umozni
nalézt nové formy mysleni a interakce. Tady ma
Murin svobodnou volbu.

publikovano v ¢ervenci 2006

Maskulinita v troskach: hori,
ma panenko!

Rika se, ze se v USA zapadni patriarchalni
maskulinita definitivné zhroutila s vézemi
Svétového obchodniho centra 11. zafi 2001.

Ameriané pfi jejich padu ale zaroven spatfili jeji
zachrance - pozarniky, ktefi vbéhli do Dvojcat a
ktefi nakonec, tedy pfesnéji fe€eno ti, co prezili,
vztyCili na rumisti vlajku. Hasici jsou v New Yor-
ku tradiéné potomci irskych pfistéhovalct. Irsky
pozarnik se stal v dobé&, kdy Ameri¢ané tézko
znovu nalézaji svou muznost, hlavni inspiraci
— s implikacemi tfidnimi, nabozenskymi, raso-
vymi. Pokusy Bushovych poradcl vratit Ame-
ricandm ,Cest a slavu“ v Afghanistanu a Iraku
nejsou pfijimany americkou verejnosti pozitivné.
Kdyz Bushova podpora klesla na 32%, pfirov-
nal novinaf a komik Stephen Colbert na vecefi
korespondent( v Bilém domé 29.4. 2006 muzné
kreace Bushovy administrativy ironicky k situaci
filmového Rockyho. Stejné jako akéni hrdina i
prezident dostava jednu ranu za druhou. Nevadi,
Ze prohraje, hlavné kdyz se nevzda: ,Nevadi, Ze
68% Ameri¢anl nesouhlasi s tim, co prezident

déla. Copak to neznamena jen to, Ze souhlasi
s tim, co nedéla?* Krize. Maskulinita v troskach.
Hofi, ma panenko.
Muzskou genderovou identitu v Cechach urduji
mimo jiné i historicka ponizeni typu mnichovské-
ho diktatu 1938. Projekt ,rovnosti pohlavi®, ktery
na mnoha drovnich probihal Uspésné (vzdélani,
péce o predskolni déti) se v situaci studené val-
ky snadno zneuzival a znamenal dalSi potupu.
Proto se pfi postsocialistické transformaci vrhli
muZi i Zzeny zpatky k tomu, co vidéli jako sprav-
né, ,pfirozené®, véetné hierarchie pohlavi. Novo-
zélandskéa socioloZka Jacqui True popisuje, jak
zapadni podnikatelé mluvili o rodicich se trzich
Vychodni a Stfedni Evropy jako o ,sexy hfisti pro
manazery a investory®, jak Playboy li¢il nadna-
rodni orgii koupé a prodeje ,panenského uzemi*.
Témto podnikatelim se museli nasi muzi za kaz-
dou cenu vyrovnat.
Zatimco je Zenam prejimani liberalnich sebedefi-
nic Zapadu - jako napfiklad feminismus — vy¢ita-
no, maskulinita se redefinovala zapadné se v§im
vSudy, od tkaniCek na boty az po €epici — zcela
nekriticky. Ve vefejném prostoru se objevila fada
oblasti, kde si muzi vytvofili nové svatyné. Writefi
se po nocich spoustéji se spreji do dep metra a
ze stfech, chlapi v pivnim vycvikové tabore piji
Staropramen, dal$i nakupuji v pornoshopech a
chodi do bordelll — promirite, Ze to stoji vedle
sebe, neni to zamysSleno moralisticky, jen jde o
nova utocCisté pfed zenskym svétem, novy pokus
vratit se do starych separacnich maskulinit.
Letak ministerstva vnitra, upozorfujici na Cislo
nouzového volani 112 ukazuje pozarnika pravé
vyskoc€ivdiho z ohné: nasi opravdovi, statecni
muZi, muzi, zachranujici zivoty bez ohledu na své
pohodli! Jaka ulevna alternativa k politikim! Po
dlouhé dobé reprezentace maskulinity jako pfi-
pominka skute¢ného svéta, kde existuje spousta
stateénych a obétavych chlapikl - a ani nemuseji
mit hasi¢skou uniformu. At je jich vic a at se k
nim pfidaji state¢né zeny — pozarnice, tentokrat
bez manipulace. Zaclenéni pozarnic je dllezité,
jinak to v postmodernim svété ani nejde.
Kdyz v roce 1988 Katherine Hayes napsala svuj
vlivny esej Jak jsme se stali postlidmi, pfipo-
mnéla, ze jde o nadhernou moznost vystoupit
ze starych pfihradek a nové otevfit ivahy o tom,
co znamena byt ¢lovékem. ,Postélovék® nezna-
mena konec lidstvi, ale konec urcité koncepce
Clovéka, koncepce tykajici se jen téch, ktefi méli
bohatstvi, moc a €as, aby se dokazali ustanovit
jako autonomni bytosti, prosazujici vali individu-
alnimi akty. Pozarnici a pozarnice, pustte se do
prace, hofi, ma panenko!
publikovano v srpnu 2006,
veliké diky patfi profesorce Dané Heller z Old
Dominion University ve Virginii, USA, za pod-
nétnou diskusi o americké maskulinité



all those with power in Prague, all the politicians,
legislators, CEOs, ministers, professors, bis-
hops and generals are in fact women, feminists.
What we are seeing is only a disguise. If Murin
were really interested in the quality of men’s lives,
here is a simple tip for him: leave the stressful
conditions of positions of power and devote more
time to children and the family, and sensibly take
care of your health. If he really cared about the
lives of men, he would love feminists, because
they do not strive for power, but for partnership.
And what about domestic volence? The vicious
circle of violence can be smashed. There exist
functional, therapeutic groups, in which it is
possible to understand the principle of its origin
and subsequently escape the circle. There are
functional models, which are saving lives, and
not only the lives of the victims, but also the lives
of the perpetrators of violence. This model obser-
ves the newly ratified law only very, very slowly.
Substantial activity and determination is needed
to achieve results. Fear of feminism - a move-
ment that attempts to change the role of women
- has lasted for several centuries. Throughout
the entire 20th century it has been obvious that
it is necessary not only to take seriously rich,
white men of European descent, but also other
groups in the population. Gilles Deleuze and Fé-
lix Guattari’s incitement to achieve social chan-
ges through the strategy of “becoming other” is
appealing — and makes it possible to emphasise
with the position of these others — women, mino-
rities, animals — and find new forms of thinking
and interaction. There is certainly no need to be
afraid. published in July 2006
Masculinity in Ruins: Like
a House on Fire

(The original Czech heading to this article inclu-
ded the title of the cult classic Milo§ Forman film
of 1967, Hori, méa panenko! (“There’s a fire my
dear!”), released in English under the titles “The
Firemen’s Ball” and also “Like a House on Fire’-
translator’s note)

Western patriarchal masculinity in the USA
definitely collapsed along with the towers
of the World Trade Center on 11 September,
2001.

With the fall of the towers, Americans spotted
their saviours — the fire-fighters who rushed
into the Twin Towers and who eventually - to
be more precise, those who survived - erected
a flag in the rubble. Fire-fighters in New York are
traditionally descendants of Irish immigrants.
And the Irish fire-fighter has become, at a time
when Americans are arduously re-discovering
their masculinity, the main inspiration — with all

the attendant class, religious and race implicati-
ons. The attempts of Bush’s advisors to reclaim
“honour and fame” for the Americans in Afgha-
nistan and Iraq, are not embraced by the Ameri-
can public. When Bush'’s support dropped to 32
%, the journalist and comedian Stephen Colbert
ironically compared the manly exploits of Bush'’s
administration to the situation in the movie Rocky,
during a dinner for correspondents in the White
House. Similarly to the action hero, the president
also suffers one blow after another. It does not
matter that he loses, the most important thing is
not to give up: “It doesn’'t matter that 68 % of
Americans do not agree with what the president
is doing. Does it not mean that they in fact agree
with what he doesn’t do?” A crisis. Masculinity in
ruins. Like a house on fire!

Male gender identitity in the Czech Republic is,
among other factors, determined by historical
humiliations, such as the Munich dictate of 1938.
The project of “gender equality” that progressed
succesfully on many levels (education, pre-
school childcare), was easily abused and meant
further humiliation during the Cold War. Therefo-
re, during the post-socialist transformation, men
and women rushed back to what they deemed
correct and “natural”, including the hierarchy of
genders. The New Zealand sociologist Jacqui
True describes how Western entrepreneurs used
to talk about emerging markets in Eastern and
Middle Europe as “sexy playgrounds for mana-
gers and investors”, or how Playboy depicted
the multi-national orgy of buying and selling as
“the virgin region”. Our men had to match these
entrepreneurs at any cost.

While women are blamed for accepting liberal
self-definitions from the West — such as feminism
— masculinity has redefined itself as Western all-
inclusively, from top to toe — wholly uncritically.
Several areas in which men created their new
sanctuaries, arose in public space. Graffiti wri-
ters descend into underground depots and go up
on roofs with their spray cans, men in training
camps drink Staropramen beer, others shop in
porn shops and go to brothels. Excuse me that
all these are put together, it is not meant to be
moralistic, these are only the new retreats from
the women’s world, new attempts to return to
old, separating masculinities.

The Ministry of Interior’s flyer, which calls attenti-
on to the emergency call number 112 (illustration),
depicts a fire-fighter who has just jumped from
a fire: our real, courageous men, men who save
lives regardless of their comfort! What a comfor-
ting alternative to politicians! After a long period,
a representation of masculinity as a reminder of
the real world, where lots of brave and devoted
chaps exist — and they do not even have to wear
fire-fighting uniform. There should be more of

29

YAONOSSNOF V1AVd - NVIWOM 319ISIA 3HL | YNIZ YNI3LIAIA



30

YAONOSSNOF VIAVd - NVWOM 318ISIA FHL | YNIZ YNI3LIIA

Verejna zena

V tradiénim pojeti je pojem verejné zeny pro-
blematicky. Bud’ jde o neskromnou, agresivni
muzatku, jako napriklad Margaret Thatcher,
¢i v nasi situaci o zenu zabyvajici se charitou,
o ¢eskou Matku Terezu.

V poslednich desetiletich se nicméné demokra-
tické principy postupné rozSifuji a Zena je vpus-
téna do vefejného prostoru v rozmanitéjsich
podobach.

Jak vypada zena na postmoderni agofe, kde se
gender, tfida i etnicita zbavuji rigidity? Nékdo
doufa, Ze je zelena, néco jako kyborg, schopny
vyluxovat z pfirody svinstvo, vymést vselijakou
Spinu. KdyZ se podivame na $ifi aktivit Zenskych
obecné prospésnych spole¢nosti a nevladnich
organizaci — tedy hnuti zezdola, Zadna vrcholna
politika, mGzeme tusit sméry, kterymi se ubira.
Rika se, Ze za reprodukci genderovych stereoty-
pu jsou odpovédné matky. Pokud budou dceram
v§tépovat, Ze je nutné zdstat Zenou soukromou,
zUstane vefejny prostor nedemokraticky. Demo-
kracie musi fungovat pro dcery stejné jako pro
syny, aby se ty mohly svobodné rozhodnout
a vyuzit svého potencialu, at uz jde o péci
o déti, létani v letadlech, navrhovani zahrad,
nebo vynalézani vakciny proti AIDS. Jediné
$tastna, nefrustrovana bytost je feseni.

V postmodernim svété vime, Ze neexistuje zad-
na smysluplna definice femininity a maskulinity.
Vnutit néjaké skupiné systém uzce vymezenych
vlastnosti je absurdni a omezuijici pro tisice vari-
ant obou pohlavi. Genderova identita je zalezitos-
ti aktivni tvarci cinnosti. Nemuze byt vynucena.

V kfiku tradicionalistl: ,Hlavné musi zGstat
Zenou!“ je heterosexualni normativnost, strach
z nutnosti prehodnotit viastni identitu. Rada
Ceskych Zen ale chape souvislost vlastnich déti
s d&tmi Libanonu a Ceéné, vy$la na zapraZzi a ma
spoustu napadd, jak se pustit do vefejné prace.
Chudince Laufe Bush se vSichni smali, kdyz
se prefekla a misto sympatii s obé&tmi hurikanu
Katrina soucitila s obétmi hurikanu Corina. Ano,
to je Zena, ktera zustala ,Zenou” - Zenou soukro-
mou, ktera ,umi“ hrat Zenskou roli tak dokonale,
Ze je to k placi.
Nastésti genderova norma soukromé Zeny neni
biologicka danost.

publikovano v srpnu 2006

Stinova zprava CEDAW a Svaz
muzi

Jedna z hlavnich genderovych udalosti tydne
se odehrala na ptidé OSN v New Yorku. Po
vystoupeni zastupcu c¢eské vlady tii zastup-
kyné zenskych organizaci prezentovaly sti-
novou zpravu CEDAW.

Cesky svaz muz(i (www.svaz-muzu.cz) proti ni
protestoval jakozto proti “kriminalnimu c&inu”.
O co vlastné jde? CEDAW (Convention for Eli-
mination of all Forms of Discrimination against
Women), tedy Konvence na odstranéni vSech
forem diskriminace Zen zacala pro Ceskosloven-
sko platit od bfezna 1982. Prakticky Konvence
znamena predkladani periodickych zprav vyboru
OSN (viz internetovou verzi CEDAW/C/CZE).
Zprava miva pies 100 stran, zabyva se vSemi
oblastmi od porodnictvi po vézenstvi a migraci,
popisuje pravni a jina opatfeni odstrariujici dis-
kriminaci Zen, dulezité zmény ve stavu a dosa-
hovani rovnosti a opatfeni urena k odstranéni
zbyvajicich prekazek zaclenéni Zen do politicke-
ho, spolecenského, ekonomického a kulturniho
Zivota. Komise &tyficeti expertd OSN pak zpravy
vSech Clenskych zemi konvence studuje a snazi
se zjistit, nakolik jsou viadami dodané udaje
pravdivé a doporuCuje vylepSeni planovanych
opatfeni. Je celkem logické, Ze vladni UFednici,
ktefi zpravu vypracovali, mohou byt bud nedo-
state¢né informovani, nebo se jednoduse snazi
predejit kritice OSN. Iniciativa nevladnich exper-



them, and brave women should join them — wo-
men fire-fighters, this time without manipulation.
The integration of women fire-fighters is vital, the-
re is no other way in today’s postmodern world.
When the American scholar, N. Katherine Hay-
les, wrote her influential book How We Beca-
me Posthuman in 1988, she claimed that there
is now a splendid opportunity to transgress old
pigeonholing and re-open debates about what it
means to be a human being. “Post-human” does
not necesarily mean the end of humankind, but
the end of a particular conception of a human
being, a conception that concerns only those who
are possessed of the wealth, power and time to
manage to designate themselves as autonomous
entities, asserting their will through individual
acts. Fire-fighters, both male and female, get to
work, like a house on fire!
| am thankful to Professor Dana Heller from the
Old Dominion University in Virginia, USA, for an
inspiring discussion about American masculinity.
published in August 2006

Public Woman

In the traditional sense, the notion of pub-
lic woman seems problematic. She is either
a bold, aggressive virago, such as Marga-
ret Thatcher, or Mother Theresa, or in our
environment, a woman who is involved in
charity work.

Nonetheless, over recent years democratic prin-
ciples have widened and a woman is gradually
being permitted more diverse routes into public
space.

What does a woman look like in a postmodern
environment in which gender, class and ethnicity
are losing their rigidity? Some hope she would be
green, like a cyborg, capable of hoovering up the
garbage from nature, sweeping away all kinds of
dirt. When we take into consideration the activi-
ties of women’s public benefit associations and
non-governmental organisations — i.e. move-
ments from below, not top-down politics; we can
suspect which directions are being aimed for.
Mothers are said to be responsible for reprodu-
cing gender stereotypes. While they continue to
instill in their daughters the necessity of remai-
ning private women, public space will remain non-
democratic. Democracy has to work for daugh-
ters as well as for sons, so they can freely decide
and make the best of their potential, whether in
caring for children, flying planes, designing gar-
dens, or discovering AIDS vaccines. Only a hap-
py person who is not frustrated is a solution.

In our postmodern world we know that there is no
such thing as a meaningful definition of feminity
and masculinity. To impose a system of narro-

wly defined characteristics to a particular group
is absurd and constraining for the thousands of
alternatives of both genders. Gender identity is
a matter of active and creative pursuit. It cannot
be coerced.
The outcry of traditionalists: “Above all, she
has to remain a woman!“ reveals a heterose-
xual normativity, a fear of having to reconsider
one’s own identity. However, a number of Czech
women do understand the connection between
their own children and the children of Lebanon
and Chechnya, and they have come out of their
front doors with lots of ideas on how to embark
on public work.
Poor Laura Bush was ridiculed by everyone
when she made a slip and instead of empha-
sising with the victims of hurricane Katrina,
emphasised with the victims of hurricane Cori-
na instead. Yes, she is a woman, who remained
a “woman” — a private woman, who “can”, alas,
play the woman'’s role.
Fortunately, the gender norm for a private woman
is not biologically given.

published in August 2006

The CEDAW Shadow Report
and the Association of Men

One of the major, gender-related events of this
week took place at the UN in New York. After
the appearance of Czech government repre-
sentatives, three representatives of women’s
organisations presented the CEDAW shadow
report.

The Czech Association of Men (www.svaz-muzu.
cz) protested against it as a “criminal act”. What
does it entail?

CEDAW (the Convention for the Elimination of all
Forms of Discrimination against Women) started
to be in force in Czechoslovakia from March
1982. In practice, the Convention encompasses
the submission of- periodical reports to the UN
committee (see the Internet version CEDAW.
CZ). The report usually consists of more than
100 pages, and deals with several areas, from
obstetrics to prisons and migration, describes
the legal and other measures that eliminate the
discrimination of women, important changes in
conditions and the achieving of equality, and
measures intended to remove the remaining
obstacles to integrating women into political,
social, economic and cultural life. The commit-
tee of forty UN experts subsequently studies the
reports of all member states of the convention
and tries to establish to what extent the data
supplied by the respective governments are cor-
rect and recommends improvements in planned

31

YAONOSSNOF VIAVd - NVINOM 319ISIA 3HL | YNIZ YNI3LIAIA



32

YAONOSSNOF VIAVd - NVWOM 318ISIA FHL | YNIZ YNI3LIIA

tek a experttl v jednotlivych oblastech, poskytuji-
ci vladnim udajim protivahu a doporuceni je na
misté také proto, Ze jde o komplikované jevy.
Jestlize stinovou zpravu, kterou si ve formatu
.pdf muzete stahnout na webu, Svaz muza kri-
tizuje jako ,$iteni 12i o Ceské republice v OSN
jiz tradicné neCestnymi prostfedky”, svédc¢i to
o jediném: hoSi zpravu necetli. Tyto ,chiméry
o Ceskych Zenach® vypadaji napfiklad takto:
Vedle doporuceni adresovanych vladé, které
vypracovala organizace La Strada (dostupné
na: http://strada.cz/download/files/infomateria-
ly/Doporuceni_ceske_vlade.pdf), Ize navrhnout
zlepSeni pfedevsim v nasledujicich oblastech:
1. ustavit formalni strukturu zahrnujici pribézné
evaluace Narodni strategie boje proti obchodo-
vani s lidmi,

2. zvysit informovanost o daném fenoménu na
v8ech urovnich statni zpravy (s vyjimkou vel-
mi kvalitn& Skoleného odboru obchodu s lidmi
U00Z) i Siroké vefejnosti (pfedevsim skupi-
ny, které s obchodovanymi osobami pfichazeji
do styku: policejni slozky, soudkyné a soudci,
potencialni klienti sexualnich sluzeb a vefejnost
obecng,

3. pfenéstzmény trestniho zakona do praxe, tedy
interpretovat skutkovou podstatu obchodovani
s lidmi v jeji plné §ifi, nikoli pouze obchodovani
s lidmi za u€elem sexualniho vykofistovani,

4. zménit koncepci spoluprace pfi praci s obétmi
tak, aby byly prioritou potfeby obchodované obé-
ti a ne kvantita informaci,

5. vytvofit celostatni sit organizaci poskytujicich
péci obchodovanym obétem.

Svaz muzu by tfeba mohl pfinést zajimavé hlasy.
Prehodnoceni maskulinity je nesmirné dulezité.
Jenomze pokud jejich ¢innost bude pozustavat
ze zaslepeného napadani skupiny lidi, ktefi se
snazi o konstruktivni pfispévek k zlepseni kva-
lity Zivota, zlstane Svaz muzd ve velmi ubohé
roving.

publikovano v srpnu 2006

Madonna jako postfeministic-
ky fenomén popularni kultury

Co znamena Madonna v dnesnim patriarchal-
nim svété?

Popularni kulturu ted postmoderni teoretici ana-
lyzuji stejné jako byly dfive rozebirany Beetho-
venovy symfonie ¢i Shakespearovy hry. Filoso-
fie kazdodennosti — televizni reklamy, komiksy,
videoklipy a street-art totiz prozradi o nas lidech
a stavu spole€nosti podstatné vic nez abstrakt-
ni dila ,vysoké kultury“. U Madonny se navic
pfipojuje genderovy aspekt. Stala se postfemi-
nistickou ikonou, tvaréi osobnosti, schopnou
fidit svlj Zivot podle svého, manipulujici pub-
likem a trhem. Co znamena takovy Uspéch,
v neposledni fadé komercéni, pro Zenu v dozni-
vajici patriarchalni spole¢nosti? Hloubku fas-
cinace zapadni akademické obce fenoménem
Madonna mulzeme vytusit z mnozstvi kurzd
s jejim tématem na webovych strankach univerzit
a z poctu studentd, piSicich diplomové prace o je-
jich tajemstvich. Kdyz jedna z nejvyznamnéjSich
feministickych filmovych teoreti¢ek Laura Mulvey
prohlasila letos v 1été na seminafi vizualni kultu-
ry, Ze se avantgarda vyCerpala a Ze strategie,
ktera Zzenam zbyva, jsou masky a maskarada,
jako by tim vysvétlila €irou logiku Madonninych
prevlekd. Jakoby v soucasné chvili Madonna
vyjadfovala to, ¢im se Zeny mohou stat.

Pokud je pravdiva historka z €asopisu Rolling
Stone o tom, jak mladi¢ka Louise Ciccone odmit-
la prvni moznost nahravaciho kontraktu vyménou
nez by napovidala pfidrzla lacina image osm-
desatych let. Vylozené pozitivni je na Madonné
integrace Cerné a hispanské gay a transgende-
rové kultury, kterou pfi vystoupeni zpochybriuje
genderové stereotypy a heterosexualni matrici.
Nabizi divkam moznost najit nezavislé vyznamy
vlastni sexuality. Ukazuje neexistenci stabilni,
esencialni Zenské identity: ta je kulturni kon-
strukci, zjevujici se v rdznych maskach. Pasiv-
ni patriarchalni femininitu nahradila obrazy sily
a autonomie. Na druhou stranu pfisny rezim diet
a cviceni, ktery z ni spolec¢né s plastickymi ope-
racemi v poslednich letech stvofil simulakrum
Zenskosti, ji znacné vzdaluje realité, ve které Zije
vétSina z nas. publikovano v zari 2006



measures. It is fairly logical that government
officers, who elaborated the report, can either
be insufficiently informed or are simply trying to
prevent criticism by the UN. The initiative of non-
governmental experts in the particular areas that
provide a counter-balance to the governmental
data and recommendation exist precisely becau-
se these are complicated matters.If the shadow
report, which you can download in PDF format, is
criticised by the Association of Men as a “dissemi-
nation of lies about the Czech Republic in the UN
with traditionally dishonest instruments” it proves
only one thing: the boys have not read the report.
These “chimeras about Czech women” look, for
instance, like this: Alongside recommendations
elaborated by the organisation La Strada (acces-
sible on http://strada.cz/download/files/infoma-
terialy/Doporuceni_ceske_vlade.pdf) that were
addressed to the government, it is possible to
propose improvements primarily in the following
areas: 1. the establishment of a formal structure
that encompasses continous evaluations of the
National Strategy Against Human Trafficking,
2. raising awareness about the given pheno-
menon at all levels of the state report (with the
exception of the very well-trained department of
human trafficking at the Organized Crime Unit
- U00Z) and public (in particular those groups
who are dealing with the trafficked persons):
police units, judges, potential clients of sexual
services and the public in general, 3. transplan-
ting the changes of criminal law into practice,
thus interpreting the res gestae of human traff-
icking in its full scope, not only human trafficking
for the purpose of sexual exploitation, 4. chan-
ging the conception of cooperation during work
with victims in order that the priorities would be
the needs of the trafficked victims and not the
quantity of information, 5. the creation of a nati-
onwide organisation that would provide care to
trafficked victims.

The Association of Men could maybe contribu-
te some interesting commentaries, because its
main objective is to spend time with their own
children, which is virtually the essence of gen-
der equality. The reconsideration of masculinity
is extremely important. That is the view of the
League of Open Men. Practically, they want to
achieve the same - namely fatherhood, and acti-
ve participation in the family. The Association of
Men affiliates a group of men, who are divorced,
injured, hurt, would like to see their children,
but are not able to. To get into a situation where
there is not even the slightest possibility of com-
munication between ex-partners, is tragic — and
so it is necessary to search for a solution — and
suitable methods do exist — for re-discovering
settlement. The Association of Men, thanks
to their aggression, are finding themselves in

a dead-end situation. As long as their activity con-
sists of blind attacks aimed at a group of people
who are trying to achieve the integration of men
into childcare just as they are — it is a complete-
ly absurd situation! After all, the issue should be
a constructive contribution to improving the qua-
lity of life. Men of the Association, wake up!
published in August 2006

Madonna as a Post-feminist
Phenomenon of Popular Cul-
ture

A short comment on the topic: What does
Madonna mean in today’s patriarchal world?
These days postmodern theoreticians analyse
popular culture in the same way as Beethoven’s
symphonies or Shakespeare’s plays used to ana-
lysed in the past. The philosophy of the quotidian
— namely ads on TV, comics, music videos and
street art - reveal significantly more about us and
the condition of society than abstract works of
“high-brow culture”. And with Madonna, the gen-
der aspect is added. She has become a post-
feminist icon, a creative personality, capable of
being in control of her own life and manipulating
both audience and market. What does such
a success - not least commercial - mean to a
woman in a withering patriarchal society? The
depth of fascination of Western academia with
the phenomenon of Madonna can be seen in the
plethora of Madonna-themed courses on univer-
sity websites and judging by the number of stu-
dents who write theses about her secrets. When
this summer one of the most influential feminist
film theoreticians, Laura Mulvey, proclaimed at
a seminar on visual culture that the avant-garde
had exhausted itself and the strategy that remai-
ned for women was disguise and masquerade,
it was as if she was thus explaining the logic of
Madonna’s costumes. As if in the current peri-
od Madonna was expressing what women can
become. If the story from Rolling Stone magazi-
ne about how the young Louise Ciccone refused
her first oportunity to sign a recording contract
in exchange for oral sex is true, her ambition
seems even more honourable than her tacky and
brash image in the 1980s would suggest. A clear
positive about Madonna is the fact that she inte-
grates black and hispanic, gay and transgender
cultures, through which she challenges gender
stereotypes and the heterosexual matrix during
her performances. She offers girls the chance
to find independent meanings of their own sexu-
ality. She demonstrates the non-existence of a
stable, essential female identity: which is a cultu-
ral construct appearing under various guises. A
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Zeny a komunalni volby: tou-
ha pomoci?

Komunalni volby 2006 vypadaji pro zeny pfi-
zniveéji.
PFiznivéji nez parlamentni volby, kde byl nizky
pocet volitelnych kandidatek. Hlavné ale vypa-
daji pfiznivéji ve srovnani s poslednimi komunal-
nimi volbami, protoZe kandiduje o 7000 Zen vice.
Vétsi zastoupeni Zzen v komunalni politice ale
rozhodné neni mozné vysvétlit nedavnym pro-
hlaSenim Lucie Talmanoveé, Ze je Zen v politice
pravé tolik, kolik jich tam chce byt. Takové tvrze-
ni svédci o nulové socialni imaginaci mistopfed-
sedkyné Poslanecké snémovny. Nizka ucast
Zen ve vy$Si politice reflektuje historickou setr-
vacnost tisicileti budovanych muzskych cechl
a jejich sménnych systému, produkci poznani
atd. a bez vyjime¢ného vztahu k pfedsedovi stra-
ny pouhé chténi k pfekonani tak silné zazitych
mechanismud rozhodné nestaci.
Studie sociologickych tymu vypovidaji o tendenci
Ceskych Zen pracovat ,zezdola“, u€astnit se spi-
$e praktickych projektt nez vysoké politiky. Tak-
zvana ,NGOizace" Zenskych aktivit je vyznamnou
charakteristikou postsocialistické transformace.
Teorie Carol Gilligan, znama z jejiho bestselle-
ru Jinym hlasem o odliSném Zenském chapani
moralky, fika, Zze se Zeny citi moralné hodnotné
s ohledem na schopnost pe€ovat o druhé, zatim-
co muzi maji sklon moralku spojovat s abstrakt-
nimi idealy povinnosti, spravedinosti a osobnich
svobod. Téma realné, konkrétni pomoci druhym
ma byt podle této cenami ovéncené americké
psycholoZky zenam blizké. Podobna esencialis-
ticka tvrzeni jsou problematickd, ale na druhou
stranu je v nich urcita nadégje.
Ta nadéje je v potencialu, moznosti, nikoliv zako-
nitosti, Ze by se s ucasti Zen v politice vedle tou-
hy po moci mohla postavit touha pomoci.
publikovano v fijnu 2006

Otomar Krejéa, Matka Zemé
a Barbiny

My o voze, vy o koze, to je potom tézka dis-
kuze...

Kdyz Mikola$ Chadima opakoval tato slova jako
jediny text svého predstaveni nékdy v osmde-
satych letech, vSichni jsme se smali. Presné!
Samoziejmé Ze establishment ma jinou fec
a nikdy nas nemUze pochopit.

Totalni mijeni svétl se pak rozvétvilo v ére
diference a pluralismu. Stale vice tragikomicky
pusobi pozorovani obmén situace stretu diskur-
zU, situace, kdy si dva lidé nebo dvé skupiny lidi
nemohou porozumét, protoze nedokazou vzit
v Uvahu své odlidné socialni situace a historie.
Tento tyden slavil divadelni rezisér Otomar Krej-
€a zivotni vyroCi. V dokumentu, snazicim se
vystihnout specifika jeho poetiky, byly hrdinovi
Ceského podia let Sedesatych prehravany nej-
zajimavéjsi sou€asné divadleni kusy, mimo jiné
také hra lvy Volankové a Valerie Schulczové
LBarbiny®.

Pan rezisér, prosluly svou pokorou a jemnym pfi-
stupem ke svétu, byl otfesen: ,Vrchol cynismu!*
,Nehrajte to!" Velky muz ¢eského divadla se tfasl
hrlizou a odporem. Takové véci se na stara kole-
na musi dozit. Pohanéné hereCky odchazely,
slzy v oc€ich. To straslivé nedorozuméni! A pfitom
fada byla na Otomarovi Krejcovi.

Dévcata mohla vykfiknout, ale tak to neni, tohle
je pravy opak cynismu! My jsme jako vy, jen
Zijeme v jiné dobé, pfece musite vidét, co se
odehrava na ulicich tohoto svéta! My jsme kri-
tickou uderkou! My nabizime své Zivoty v pred-
nich liniich - vy byste nas mél pochvalit! To je
postapokalypsa, odhaleni toho, co bylo skryto.
Vy jste si mohl vybajit Mahulenu, Matku - Bohyni
Zemé, kterou jste vyslal jako ochrankyni. A z ni
se o tficet let po Raduzovi a Mahulené skute¢né
stala Barbie, ktera vyplnila mezery kdysi zabyd-
lené religiéznimi symboly jako kfize nebo sochy
svatych. JenomzZe nebudme tak tfeskuté elitni,
to je Ciré pokrytectvi. | déti bohatych a vzdéla-
nych znaji Barbie. Barbie se stala kulturni ikonou
diky své univerzalnosti, hutnym vrstvam vyzna-
mu, schopnosti reagovat na nejrtiznéjsi potreby
a zajmy, absolutni mnohoznacénosti a otevienos-
ti.

ProtozZe Barbie jako reprezentace Zen je pravda
kazdodennosti, je nesmirné dllezité ukazovat,
co za ni stoji, jak je vystavéna, jak se denné
o0 zenach mluvi v médiich. Hra je volani, ze
pokud se toto nezméni, je zivot paskvil. Co je
Mozna je €as uméni akce a zmény, a divadlo je
to misto, kde se zména zjevuje.

Kdyz Jenny Holzer zanecha na LCD tabuli napis:



passive, patriarchal feminity has been replaced
by images of power and autonomy. On the other
hand, her strict regime of diets and exercise,
together with plastic surgery, has made her into
a simulacrum of femininity over the last couple of
years, and distances her from the reality in which
most of us live.  published in September 2006

Women and Municipial Electi-
ons: What Kind of Power?

The 2006 municipal elections are looking
more favourable for women.
More favourable than was the case in the parlia-
mentary elections, where the number of electable
women candidates was low. Most importantly,
they appear more favourable in comparison with
the last municipal elections, as 7,000 more wo-
men are running for office. The higher represen-
tation of women in municipal politics, however,
definitely cannot be explained by the recent pro-
clamation of Lucie Talmanova, who stated that in
politics there are exactly as many women as want
to be there. Such a statement indicates that the
Deputy-Chair of the Parliament has zero social
imagination. The low participation of women in
higher politics reflects the historical incumbency
of guilds and their exchange systems built over
thousands of years, the production of knowledge,
etc. Without a special relationship with the party
leader, a mere will to overcome such strongly
ingrained mechanisms definitely isn’t enough.
Studies by a number of sociologists have demon-
strated the propensity of Czech women to work
on the “bottom level” and participate in practical
projects rather than in top-level politics. The so-
called “NGO-isation” of women’s activities is
a significant feature of the post-socialist transfor-
mation. Carol Gilligan, renowned from her best-
seller about women’s different understanding of
morality, In a Different Voice, affirms that women
feel morally valuable because of their ability to
care for others, while men tend to associate
morality with abstract ideals of duty, justice and
personal freedom. According to this acclaimed
American psychologist, women feel close to real,
concrete examples of helping others. Similar
essentialist affirmations are problematic, but on
the other hand, they possess a certain hope.
The hope lies in the potential and possibility
that with the participation of women in politics,
the desire to help others would stand next to the
desire for power.

published in October 2006

Otomar Krejéa, Mother Earth
and Barbies

Tweedle-dum and Tweedle-dee: the difficulti-
es in having meaningful discussion...

When Mikolas Chadima repeated the words “My
o voze, vy o koze” (a Czech idiom based on
rhyme and wordplay denoting talking at cross-
purposes, literally “you say a carriage, we say
a goat” — translator’s note) as the only text of
his performance sometime in the 1980s we all
laughed about it. Exactly! It is a matter of course
that the establishment has a different discourse
and therefore can never fathom us.

The absolute incompatibility of the two worlds
subsequently ramified in the era of difference
and pluralism. To observe the modification of
the clash of discourses, when two people or two
groups of people cannot comprehend each other,
because they are not able to take into considera-
tion their different social situations and histories,
is increasingly grotesque.

This week, the theatre director Otomar Krej¢a
celebrated his jubilee. In a documentary that
tried to capture the specificity of his poetics, this
hero of the 1960s Czech stage was shown the
most interesting of contemporary theatre pieces,
among others the play Barbiny (Barbies) by Iva
Volankova (Klestilova) and Valerie Schulzova
The director, renowned for his humility and gen-
tle approach to the world, was shocked: “Utter
cynicism! ”, “Don’t perform it!“ The great man of
Czech theatre was overwhelmed by terror and
disgust. Such things he must experience in his
old age. The defamed actresses left with tears
in their eyes. What a terrible misunderstan-
ding! And it was Otomar Krej¢a’s place to show
understanding.

The girls could have cried out, but this is not the
case, this is the true opposite of cynicism! We
are the same as you are, it is only that we are
living in a different era, surely you must see what
is happening in the streets of this world! We are
the critical shock troops! We are sacrificing our
lives on the front line — you should be praising us!
This is the post-apocalypse, revealing what was
hidden. You could have the fabled Mahulena,
the Mother—-Earth Goddess whom you sent out
as a guardian. And thirty years after Raduz and
Mahulena (a famous Czech fairy-tale dramatised
by Julius Zeyer that was made into a film of that
name in 1970 — translator’s note), she became
a real Barbie, who filled the void previously occu-
pied by religious symbols, such as the cross and
statues of saints. Only we should not be so tre-
mendously elitist; that is sheer hypocrisy. Even
children of the rich and educated know Barbie.
Barbie has become a cultural icon thanks to her
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,Radujte se, doba je pfiSernd, uz to nemlze
dlouho trvat,” je to dulezity popis nasich dnu.
Autorky a hereCky se musi divat na Krejcovu
kritiku z vysSky, protoze podobnych nedorozu-
méni je prehrel. Staci pfipomenout, jak filosof
Milan Machovec napadl genderovou lingvistku
Janu Valdrovou - jen proto, Ze neznal Foucaul-
ta, zatimco ona ano. Je dulezité poukazovat na
distortované zobrazeni zen. Necinit tak by byl
vrchol cynismu. publikovano v fijnu 2006

Forum 2000 a nejhloubéji
pohrbena bohyné

Zase vyslo najevo, ze o vrstvu hloubéji nez
politika se nachazi vrstva nabozenstvi.

Letos bylo na Féru 2000 zastoupena fada
Zen vysoké politiky - irska exprezidentka Mary
Robinson, kontroverzni kanadské expremiérka
Kim Campbel, ve své lotySské vlasti nepopularni
Vaira Vike-Freiberga. Vyrazna byla i moderator-
ka, novinarka Davis Joyce. To by nasvédcovalo
tomu, Ze Havlovo setkani velkych duchl plane-
ty seriozné sleduje pozitivni tendenci navratit
Zenam dlstojné misto ve spolecnosti.

Zase ale vyslo najevo, Ze o vrstvu hloubgji nez
politika se nachazi vrstva nabozenstvi. Jeden
z panell, kladouci otazku, zda “naboZenstvi
nabizeji feSeni nebo jsou soucasti problému”,
ukazal, Ze tahle ¢ast symbolického Ffadu plane-
ty, a s nim nevédomi spole¢nosti, zUstava hlu-
boce patriarchalni. V devitihlasém dialogu mezi
rlznymi virami se nachéazel dalajlama, rabini,
biskupové, Tomas Halik, nejrdznéjsi imamové
a hodnostafi dalSich cirkvi — ale nebyla v ném
jedina Zena.

PFemyslela jsem o vyznamu této absence, kdyz
jsem se byla podivat v Narodnim muzeu v Pra-
ze na Véstonickou venusi. Jaka zvlastni véc
tato soska je, jaké nam pfinasi poselstvi o spo-
le€nosti pfed 25 tisici lety. Vzdyt ani nevime, co
si 0 ni myslit: znazorfiuje bohyni plodnosti, jde
o prehistorickou pornografii, nebo snad Zensky

vytvor, znazornujici stadia téhotenstvi? Ma jeji
postava zachytit patologickou deformaci na zpu-
sob hotentotské venuse, ktera byla k okukovani
pfivie¢ena z Afriky do Evropy v roce 18107
Na soucasné vystave je zajimavy posun znazor-
néni zivota lidi z doby paleolitu pfed 25-ti tisici
lety z Burianovych zarostlych neandrtalct na lidi,
ktefi jsou stejni jako my. Jen Zeny, tvrdi popisky,
se v tehdejSi spoleCnosti t&Sily ucté a zastavaly
role Samanek.
Z toho mlze pramenit velika nadéje, a totiz ta,
Ze i ta nejhloubéji pohfbena bohyné se vynofi
a my se jednoduse vratime k uspofadani, které
jsme kdysi znali. Na Foéru 2000 pak zasednou
i Zeny a myslim, Ze k problematice nabozZenstvi
a konfliktd budou mit co Fict.

publikovano v prosinci 2006



versatility, dense layers of signification, ability to
react to various needs and interests and comple-
te polyvalence and openness.
Because Barbie, as a representation of women,
is the truth of daily life, it is extremely important
to show what is behind her, how she is show-
cased, how the media write about women. The
play cries out that unless this changes, life is
a mockery. What is more important, Mahulena,
or the analysis of Barbie? Perhaps it is time for
the art of action and change, and the theatre is
the place where this change is appearing.
The American conceptualist artist, Jenny Holzer,
leaves a message on a LCD display: “Rejoice,
this era is terrible, it cannot last for long.” Girls
have to look at such criticism from a distance,
because there are myriads of similar misunders-
tandings. It is enough to recollect how the phi-
losopher Milan Machovec impugned the gender
linguist, Jana Valdrova, — only because he did
not know Foucault and she did...
It is vital to point out the distorted depiction of
women. To fail to do so would be utter cynicism.
published in November 2006

Forum 2000 and the Most Dee-
ply Buried Goddess

Once again, it has become apparent that the-
re is a layer beneath politics - the layer of
religion.

This year, a number of women representatives
from the highest political level were present at
the Forum 2000 conference — the Irish ex-presi-
dent Mary Robinson, the controversial Canadian
ex-prime minister, Kim Campbell, Vaira Vike-
Freiberg, who is not so popular in her own coun-
try Latvia. The moderator, the female journalist
Joyce Davis, was also distinctive. This would
imply that Havel’'s gathering of our planet’s great
minds seriously followed the positive tendency
towards reclaiming a respectable place in soci-
ety for women.

Once again, it has become apparent that there
is a layer beneath politics - the layer of religion.
One of the panels that dealt with the question
regarding whether “religions provide solutions or
are a part of the problem” showed that this part
of the symbolic order of our planet, and with it
also the unconscious of society, remains deeply
patriarchal. In the dialogue between nine peop-
le of diverse faiths, the Dalai Lama, rabbis, bis-
hops, Tomas Halik (the Czech theologian, psy-
chologist, sociologist and Roman-Catholic priest
— translator’s note) and various imams and dig-
nitaries of other religions were present — not one
woman was among them.

| was thinking about the significance of this absen-
ce, when | went to see the Venus of Dolni Vés-
tonice in the National Museum in Prague. What
a peculiar thing this statue is - what message
does it convey about society 25 thousand years
ago? We do not even know what to think of her:
she symbolises the goddess of fertility; a memo-
ry of the late beloved; the archetype of love to
which women who want to get pregnant and
survive childbirth could turn with their plea; is it
pre-historic pornography or rather a means for
primeval midwives to represent the state of preg-
nancy? Should we detect in her figure a patholo-
gical deformation similar to that of the Hottentot
Venus, who was dragged from Africa to Europe
in 1810, so that people could stare at her?
There is an interesting shift in the depiction of
people’s lifes from the paleolithic period 25 thou-
sand years ago, evident from Burian’s (Zdenék
Burian — Czech illustrator famous for his pale-
ontological reconstructions — translator’s note)
hairy neanderthals, to people who are the same
as us. Only women, according to the notes, were
honoured in the society of that time and they
could assume the roles of female shamans. This
is in contrast with several contemporary religons
where the absence of women is the norm — as
demonstrated by their absence from the FORUM
2000 conference. Desmond Morris, in his book
The Naked Woman, which has just been pub-
lished in Czech, points to the hope of returning
to something widely known from the pre-patriar-
chal era: “Women are not asking for new social
respect and new rights, they are in fact looking
for ways to return to their ancient and original
role.”
Venus had in fact prepared me for asking about
the absence of women at the conference: “No,
no, | am not the image of an ordinary woman,
| am precious, because | have survived all those
millennia, even the fire at Mikulov castle, becau-
se | am the Mother Goddess. All the great minds
worshipped me. For Goethe | represented a gui-
de, for Robert Graves the White Goddess, C. G.
Jung saw me as an archetype, Joseph Camp-
bell used to write about me, that is me, Mother
Earth, who was reborn into Isis, Ishtar and then
also Mary — and we are only talking about the
Western world! My absence at the conference is
a testimony to how deeply | am buried, about
how it is impossible to solve problems without
me!”

published in February 2007
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15 let Gender Studies v Praze

V pondéli 11. 12. 2006 se v galerii NOD usku-
tecnil vecirek pfipominajici patnactileté vyro-
¢i Centra Gender Studies v Praze. Protoze
jsem zacatky centra diky pratelstvi s Janou
Hradilkovou zazila, naslouchala jsem hla-
stim minulosti se zaujetim - a pfidavam k nim
svj.

Jak to bylo, co jsme tehdy chtély/i, co jsme si
slibovaly/i od budoucnosti? Vratit zené misto ve
spoleCnosti, které ji patfi, konec patriarchatu,
létajici auta?

Gender Studies se pro mé osobné stalo syno-
nymem znovuzrozeni ob&anské spolecnosti, do
které se zaclenu;ji i ,druzi“ — Zeny, novi muzi, les-
by, gayové, transgendefi.

Na zacatku predstavovalo moznost porovnat
zkuSenost stavani se Zzenou/muzem na Zapadé
a tedy modelu rodinného patriarchatu s podmin-
kami statniho patriarchatu. Vypadalo to tak, ze
v byté Jifiny Siklové Jana Hradilkova poradala
“heveresty”, kde se kazdy mohl vyjadfit k téma-
tim zasadnim pro genderovou socializaci, jako
je rodina, $kola, nabozenstvi, tviréi ¢innost, ale
i k tehdejsi explozi pornografie a rznych peep-
show a sexshow. Divoké debaty — svého druhu
feministicka psychoanalyza, pochopeni vlastni-
ho vyvoje — mi pfipadly vyznamné ze dvou hlav-
nich divodl. Jednak jsem méla pocit, Ze pfispi-
vaji k pochopeni mechanismt fungovani moci
- a to zas ukazuje cesty, jak struktury rozbofit.
Kdyz jsem zalozila genderovy kurz na katedfe
anglického jazyka PedFUK, méla jsem skvély
pocit odvazného pocinu.

Z heverestl se scéna presunula na padu pred-
nasek, ve kterych sociolozky rozkryvaly postso-
cialistickou transformaci: jejich genderové popisy
doby byly néco upIné jiného nez co se objevova-
lo v médiich — jejich varovny hlas pusobil jako
zjeveni spoleCenské degradace. Zdalo se, ze
si mi¢ici jehnatka mohou za ztratu veskerych
vysad samy. Metaforicky fe¢eno, je lepSi byt Juli-
anne Moore z filmu Hodiny, zachovat si integritu
anéco podniknout nez trpét jako bezbranna obét.
Nebo, na zacatku 90-tych let alespor upozornit,
co se v éfe globalizace a pozdniho kapitalismu
déje mimo sféru zajmu insider( privatizace.
Dobfe si vzpominam, jak mé& ohromila Marie
Cermakova, nyni feditelka Sociologického Usta-
vu CSAV, ernym obrazem Zen v socialni struk-
ture Ceskoslovenska v roce 1991. Uz tehdy
meéla zmapovanou segregaci Zen na trhu prace
anazvala na$i zem ,rezervaci patriarchatu®. Taky
zminila dal$i dulezitou véc, vysvétlujici nepfija-
telnou krutost nékterych Zen, kterym se ve verej-
ném prostoru podafilo proniknout (napfiklad M.
Thatcher): ,Zena musi mit socialni citéni, aby se

emancipovala, jinak to nema cenu.”
Dobfe si vzpominam na pfednasky Hany Havel-
kové. Védeéla, Zze u nas Zenské hnuti jen tak
nevznikne, protoze bez argumentd kolektivni
akce neni mozna. Jedinou infiltraci genderovych
otazek vidéla v psychoanalytickych smérech
univerzitnich elit. Podobn& jako Cermakova
prosazovala strategii pfesahovani racionalismu
logikou srdce.
Jifina Siklova zastavovala akademické debaty
vyzvou: ,Holky, pamatujte, co je dulezité, jak to
fikal Lenin - Idi v narod!“ a vénovala se vyuce
praktické komunitni prace, z ¢ehoz mame nyni
péknou vzpominku v Deniku staré pani.
Z téch zacatku jsem si odnesla poznatek, Ze
vSichni lidi nejsou jen bratranci, ale i sestfenice.
Pak uz jsem Gender Studies sledovala z dalky.
Jeho prace a vysledky jsou dobfe znamy.
Vedle existujicich aktivit Gender Studies bych si
snad prala lepSi vyuziti potencidlu specialistek
a specialistl z oboru a reakci na sou¢asna téma-
ta jako napfiklad legalizace prostituce.
publikovano v lednu 2007



15 years of the Gender Stu-
dies Centre Prague

On Monday, 11 December, 2006, in the NOD
gallery, a party commemorating the 15th anni-
versary of the Prague Gender Studies Centre
took place. Thanks to a grammar school fri-
endship with Jana Hradilkova, | experienced
the beginnings of the Centre myself. | was
absorbed listening to the voices from the
past — and so | am adding mine.

How was it then, what did we want, what did we
wish for the future? To reclaim for women their
rightful place, the end of patriarchy, flying cars?
For me personally, the Gender Studies Centre
became a synonym for the rebirth of civic socie-
ty, where the “others” are also incorporated — wo-
men, new men, lesbians, gays, transgenders.

In the beginning it constituted the possibili-
ty of comparing the experience of becoming
a woman/man in the West following a model of
family-based patriarchy, with the conditions of
a state-based patriarchy. In Jifina Siklova’s flat
“havearests” would be organised, at which eve-
rybody could discuss topics that were crucial for
gender socialisation, such as family, school, reli-
gion, creativity, but also the explosion of porno-
graphy and various peepshows and sex shows at
that time. Unfettered debates — a consciousness
raising group of its kind, feminist psychoanalysis,
understanding one’s own development — struck
me as significant for two reasons. Partly, | had the
feeling that they contributed towards an unders-
tanding of the mechanisms of how power works
— which consequently shows ways to smash
these structures. When | established the gender
course at the Department of English Language
at the Pedagogical Faculty of Charles University,
| felt great because of this courageous act.

From “havearests”, the scene moved on to semi-
nars in which sociologists dissected the postso-
cialist transformation: their gender descriptions
of the era were something completely different
from what used to appear in the media — the-
ir cautionary voices functioned as a revelation
of social degradation. It seemed that the silent
lambs alone should be blamed for the loss of all
their liberties. Metaphorically said, it is better to
be like Julianne Moore in the film The Silence
of the Lambs 2 and preserve one’s integrity and
actively do something rather than suffer as a vul-
nerable victim. Or alternatively, in the beginning
of the 1990s, at least draw attention to what was
happening during that era of globalisation and
late capitalism outside the spheres of interest of
the privatisation insiders.

| remember clearly how Marie Cermakova, cur-
rently the director of the Sociology Department

of the Czech Academy of Science (CSAV),
overwhelmed me with the bleak picture of wo-
men in social structures in Czechoslovakia in
1991. Already at that time, she had researched
the segregation of women in the labour market
and called our country a “reserve of patriarchy”.
She also mentioned another important issue
that explains the unpalatable ferocity of some
women, who managed to permeate public spa-
ce (for example Margaret Thatcher): “A woman
has to have social feeling to emancipate herself,
otherwise it is not worth it.”
| also remember well Hana Havelkova’s semi-
nars. She knew that in our country a women’s
movement would not come into existence ea-
sily, because without the arguments of collecti-
ve action, it is not feasible. She considered the
only infiltration of the gender question to be in
the psychoanalytical courses of the university
elites. Similarly to Cermakovéa, she advocated
a strategy of transcending rationalism through
the logic of the heart. Jifina Siklova used to stop
the academic debates with the encouragement
“Girls, remember what's important - as Lenin used
to say: “Idi v narod” (Talk to the people) and put
her mind to teaching practical community work,
of which we now have a nice memoir in her book
Diary of an Old Lady. From those beginnings, |
have gained the knowledge that even if all people
might not be brothers, as the French Revolution
promised, they can at least be cousins — and
that would include us women. Since then | have
observed the Centre from a distance. Its work and
results are well known. Alongside the existing
activities of the Centre, | would perhaps wish for
better employment of the potential of male and
female specialists in the field and reaction to such
current topics as the legalisation of prostitution.
published in January 2007
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Cekani na zensky samet

Muz neni samojediny zoon politikon!
Cosi visi ve vzduchu, a je to vice nez dobra zpra-
va. Jako by po dlouhych hubenych letech poli-
tického ,stinovani u zdi“, nebo lépe ,mezi Ctyi-
mi sténami®, Zeny kone€né pospolnéji procitaly
k uvédoméni, ze neni muz jaksi samojediny zoon
politikon. Jako by se vSechny ty léty nahroma-
déné a (pfevazné muzskou) spole€nosti volné
Sifené nedlstojné usmésky nad Zenami a jejich
intelektualnimi schopnostmi, které drtiva vétsina
muzl prosté ani nevnima, ergo nikdy se neu-
daly, kone¢né v myslich Zen secetly. Tyto volby
a odzensténé kandidatky (ano, zni to tak trochu
jako deratizace) budou zfejmé posledni kapkou.
Pany v politice ¢eka po volbach nova opozice
(uvnitf stran i mimo né) - nespokojené Zeny.
A pokud mohu soudit, bude to opozice ze vSech
dosavadnich zdaleka nejlépe pfipravena. Bude
mi velkym potéSenim byt na webu Prezidentka.
cz pozorovatelkou - i spolud€astnici - tohoto
nového opozi¢niho kvasu smérem ke skutecné-
mu naplnéni demokracie.
Preji vam hezky tyden!

publikovano v bfeznu 2006

Jak je dulezité ji mit

Odvaha, at’ uz ji ponouka cokoli, je ohrom-
na zivotni sila a prala bych ji ve vétsi davce
izenam. Nejsem si ovSem uplné jista, co pres-
né odvaha je a zda neni prosté jen diisledkem
jinych okolnosti.

Vim bezpecné, ze v mém pfipadé vSechny ty
drobné akty odvahy, kterych jsem se — podle
jinych — kdy dopustila, jsou jen vyusténim toho,
Ze chovam (a opravdu nevim proc) ur€itou Ihos-
tejnost feknéme k ,ostudé“ a chybé, ktera by
mohla vzejit z toho, Ze se 0 néco pokusim, a ono
to moZna nevyjde moc dobre. (Cili ja je za akty
odvahy ani nepovazuiji.) Ur€ité je zde souvislost
i s velmi prostym, a pfece nedostiznym vzdéla-
vacim imperativem Marie Montessori: ,Udélej
a pochopis.”

Také jsem vypozorovala, Ze jaksi mimodék se
Cloveék dopousti odvahy tehdy, kdyz povazuje
urcitou véc za natolik dilezitou, nadéjeplnou
a smyslunosnou, ze jakoby zapomene na ves-
kery strach z neuspéchu a na odsudky okoli, a
pusti se nanejvys soustfedén do dila. BajeCnym
pfikladem takovéto odvahy jsou zivotopisy véd-

Milus KotiSova

kyn &i védcu, ktefi daleko pred jinymi dokazali
nahlédnout uzitek a uskutecnitelnost né&jaké-
ho napadu a navzdory posméchu (,to nemlze
nikdy létat, jezdit, toCit se, pfenaset hlas, vysilat
obraz,..."), postihiim, nedostate¢nému vybaveni
a zazemi (nebo dokonce chudobé) se zakousli
do svého zaméru, az nakonec dokazali opak.

Je pravda, Ze uz samo o sobé odvazit se povazo-
vat své vlastni napady za dulezité, je pro mnohé
(a z historickych divodl zvlast asi pro Zeny)
nemyslitelné, néco jako tézky balvan na cesté.
V bézném vSednim provozu ostfe hierarchizova-
né spolecnosti bohuzel daleko snaze pfejimame
za dllezité a jsme nuceni pfijimat za dllezité,
co jini povazuji za dullezité, protoze volba neni
predesilana nam osobné, ale déje se odtaZzitéji
a Castéji mimo nas pres filtry odbornosti (obsa-
zenych vétSinou muzi), v Uzce vykolikovanych
mocenskych polich (obsazenych vétSinou muzi)
atd. Takovéto prostfedi vyvolava jako vedlejsi
produkt atmosféru neimérného strachu z chyb,
pfitom chyba je paradoxné zakladni stavebni
kamen uceni a vyvoje.

Dokazu si predstavit - pominu-li specifické pfi-
pady heroického vySinuti ve vypjatych situacich
(ve vélce apod.), kdy moznost volby je viceméné
omezena na dvé pésiny pfed nami a volba naby-
va dramaticky osobniho charakteru, osobng;si
nezli za vSedniho chodu - Ze odvaze (povazovat
néco za dllezité) se nejspiSe bude dafit pravé
v prostfedi otevien&jSim, pestrém a plném jina-
kosti.

Odvaha vénovat se tomu, co nam pfijde dalezité,
ma jeden neopominutelny rozmér: upfimnost Ci
priblizeni se upfimnosti. Kdo déla, co je pro néj
dllezité, srozumitelnéji prevypravuje svij Zivotni
pfibéh, zkratka kdo a co je. Mozna nakonec je
odvaha jen jiné jméno pro upfimnost - pro spole-
¢enskou komunikaci a sdileni demokracie nepo-
stradatelnou. Rada bych nyni uvedla potéSujici
a inspirativni pfiklady odvahy:

Priklad prvni - Jindfichovice pod Smrkem

Starosta této malické obce (kolem 600 obyvatel)
Petr Pavek ve své knize Mam vizi docela razné
zamita brozurku Ministerstva financi Genderové
rozpoctovani, které dava obcim a krajum instruk-
ce, jak sestavovat vyvazeny rozpocet s ohledem
na potfeby obou pohlavi. Nezavazny predpis
ministerstva kritizuje hlavné z divodu nelibosti
nad bytné&jici byrokracii a nad tim, Ze minister-
stvo, ,na kterém vladne takovy zmatek, se stavi
do role toho, kdo nam Fika, co mame délat...*
Na rozdil ovSem od téch, ktefi navrhy na feSe-



Waiting For the Female Velvet

Man isn’t the only zoon politicon!
There is something in the air, and it is better
than good news. It is as if, after the long, lean
years of political “shadow boxing”, or rather of
being “boxed in”, women have at last collective-
ly woken up to the fact that man is not the only
zoon politicon. It is as if all those undignified sne-
ers at women and their intellectual capabilities
amassed over the years in (the predominantly
male) society, which most men do not even noti-
ce, so they never occurred, finally added up in
women’s minds. This election and the de-femini-
sed candidates (yes, it sounds a little like a disin-
festation) will probably be the final straw. A new
opposition (both within and outside of political
parties) is awaiting the gentlemen in politics — an
opposition of discontented women. And from
what | can judge, out of all exisiting oppositions,
this will be by far the best prepared. It will be
a great pleasure for me to be an observer on this
website, prezidentka.cz — and also a co-partici-
pant — of this new oppositional ferment that aims
for a real fulfiment of democracy
Have a nice week!

published in March 2006

How Important It Is To Have It

Courage, regardless of what inspires it, is
an immense life force and | wish it for wo-
men in larger quantities. Although | am not
wholly sure what courage means exactly and
whether it is not just a consequence of other
circumstances.

| know for sure that in my case all those small
acts of courage, which — according to others
— | have ever committed, are only an outcome
of me being indifferent (and | really don’t know
why) towards let’s say “disgrace” and mistakes,
which could arise from the fact that I'm trying
to do something and it might not work out very
well (i.e. | do not even consider them as acts of
courage). There is certainly a connection with
the extremely simple, yet unrivalled, educational
imperative of Marie Montessori: “Do it and you
will understand”.

| have also noticed that, somewhat unwittingly,
a person has courage when they deem a certain
thing so important, full of hope and purpose, that
it is as if they forget all the fear of failure and
condemnation from people around them, and

embark with concentration on the task. Brilliant
examples of such courage are the biographies of
male and female scientists who, far in advance
of others, managed to spot the usability and fea-
sibility of an idea despite ridicule (“it can never
fly, drive, revolve, transmit a voice, broadcast
apicture...”), adversity, unsatisfactory equipment
and conditions (or even poverty) and became
absorbed in their intention until they eventually
proved their point.

It is true, that merely to dare to consider one’s
owns ideas important, is unthinkable for many of
us (and for historical reasons especially for wo-
men), and a huge obstacle. In the everyday life
of a sharply hierarchical society, we unfortuna-
tely much more easily tend to accept as impor-
tant, and are forced to accept as important, what
others find important, because the choice is not
offered to us personally, but takes place more
abstractly and more often beyond us, through
filters of expertise (usually occupied by men), in
narrowly staked out spheres of power (usually
occupied by men), etc. Such an environment
creates, as a by-product, a disproportionate fear
of making mistakes, although a mistake is, para-
doxically, the basic building block of learning and
development.

| can imagine — provided that | exclude speci-
fic cases of heroic madness in extreme situati-
ons (in war, etc), when the possibility of choice
is more or less limited to two paths before us
and the choice takes on a dramatically personal
nature, more personal than is usually the case
— that the courage (to find something important)
will most likely flourish in an environment that is
more open, diverse and full of differences. To
have the courage to devote ourselves to what
we deem important has a dimension that is
impossible to overlook: honesty or an approxi-
mation to honesty. Those who do what is impor-
tant for their own selves, tell their life story in
a more comprehensible way, simply as who or
what they are. Perhaps courage is only another
name for an honesty that, in the end, is essential
for social communication and a shared democ-
racy. | would like to mention some pleasing and
inspirational examples of courage:

The first example — Jindfichovice pod Smr-
kem

Petr Pavek, the mayor of this tiny village (which
has around 600 inhabitants) quite vigorously
dismisses a brochure by the Ministry of Finance
called Genderové rozpoétovani (Gender Budge-
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ni nerovnosti mezi pohlavimi smetou ze stolu —
a s nim nenapadné i dany problém — vysvétlu-
je, jak to chodi u nich doma: ,Kdyz rozdélujeme
vefejné penize mistnim organizacim, vzdycky
pfijdou prvni fotbalisté a fikaji, my chceme nejvét-
i ¢ast, protoZe je nas nejvic a bez fotbalu neni
vesnice vesnici. Na to jim odpovidam, aby o tom
nepfesvédcovali mé&, ale aby se doma dohodli se
svymi manzelkami, které tady maiji svaj klub Zen,
a sdruzeni rodi¢u a pratel Skoly a dalsi spolky.
AZ i Zeny pfijdou s tim, Ze je fotbal doopravdy
pro vesnici nejdulezitéjsi a Zze se vzdavaji ¢asti
svych penéz, pak je dam fotbalistim.” V zastu-
pitelstvu Jindfichovic pod Smrkem sedi z deviti
¢lend pouze dvé Zeny, coz se zda malo, jenze
taméjsi zastupitelstvo FeSi véci konsenzualné;
pokud nesouhlasi s navrhem a feSenim vSichni
zastupitelé a zastupitelky do jedné, véc se odkla-
da a necha dozrat. (www.jindrichovice.cz)

Priklad druhy - politicky vycvik pro romské
zeny

O.s. Athinganoi a Zenska sekce o.s. Slovo 21
Manushe pofadaji od bfezna do €ervna letoSniho
roku Sestivikendovy (!) politicky vycvik pro rom-
ské Zeny. Chtéji pomoct romskym zajemkynim
Iépe se zorientovat v politice a usilovat o zastu-
pitelska mista v obcich. Podle informaci jedné
z organizatorek vycviku, Gabriely Hrabanové,
zatim nebyla do Zzadného Ceského zastupitelstva
zvolena jedind Romka. (www.slovo21.cz/index.
php?id=manushe, www.athinganoi.cz)

Priklad treti — www.quovadisfemina.cz
Dvoulety projekt o.s. GAIA (do konce roku 2007)
0 Zenach, pro zeny, se Zenami, o pfirodé, o spo-
le€nosti a trvale udrzitelném Zivoté. Klade si za
cil vytvofit spolec¢enskou VIZI za ugasti Zzen ruz-
nych vékovych skupin, profesi, spoleéenského
zarazeni, socialni urovné, aktivistek a spolupra-
covnic neziskovych organizaci.

Priklad étvrty — www.zabanaprameni.cz
Sdruzeni organizuje projekt pedagogického
dovzdélavani pro ucitelky a ucitele zakladnich
a stfednich Skol nazvany Rovné pfilezZitosti
v pedagogické praxi. Uz ve Skolach by déti mély
byt vedeny k vnimani diskriminaci, respektive
mely by byt vychovany tak, aby se kluci ani dév-
Cata v dospélém zivoté nedopoustéli genderove
diskriminace a nepfijimali ji v zadném prfipadé
jako normu.

Priklad paty — dalkova ¢i spiSe samostudijni
Universidad Estatal a Distancia (UNED)

V roce 1977 zalozila Kostarika svou Ctvrtou stat-
ni univerzitu, specidlni dalkovou $kolu pro tu
Cast populace, které prekazky a urcité okolnosti
brani v tom, aby se vysokoskolsky vzdélavala

a studium dokoncila. Univerzita je zaloZzena na
samostudiu podstatné vice, nez je bézné u nas,
a vyuziva v co nejvétsi mife moznosti modernich
technologii. Ukazalo se, ze UNED slouZzi dobfe
pfedevSim Zenam, at uz na matefské dovole-
né, zaméstnanym ¢&i naopak nezaméstnanym,
nebot Zeny tvofi az 70% vSech studentd. (www.
uned.ac.cr)

Priklad Sesty— mnichovska zenska banka
V Mnichové zase vznikla ojedinéla banka, ktera
se zaméfuje vyhradné na zeny, poradenstvi pro
Zeny a investice do jejich potencialu. Majitelem
je Frauenvermogensverwaltung AG. (www.frau-
enbank.de)

publikovano v kvétnu 2006

Feminismus, homosexualita
a davéra k jazyku

Nedavno se mé jedna znama zeptala, zdali
(viibec) €tu noviny - usoudila podle mych pfi-
spévkl pro www.prezidentka.cz, Zze nejspis
nikoli. S odpovédi jsem vyckala na ¢lanek,
ktery jsem se uz davno predtim rozhodla
vyhradit - aktualité.

Aktualita |

Zdraham se souhlasit s minénim, Ze je nezbyt-
né odkazovat na hlavni a nejzhavéjSi aktualni
udalosti medializované, abych byla jako komen-
tatorka — v nadsazce tohoto webu Prezidentka.
cz - patfiéné relevantni. Otazka mé upamatovala
na jednu poucku ve vzdélavani, ktera fika, ze
zdaleka nejrychleji se v u€eni a védeckém vyvoji



ting), in his book Mam vizi (I Have a Vision).
The brochure provides villages and regions with
instructions on how to draft a balanced budget,
taking into consideration the needs of both gen-
ders. He criticises the non-binding regulation of
the Ministry mainly because he disapproves of
the burgeoning of bureaucracy and the fact that
the Ministry “is acting in the role of someone tel-
ling us what to do when there’s such a mess ...".
In contrast, however, with those who sweep pro-
posed solutions to inequality between the gen-
ders from the table — and thus inconspicuously,
also the problem itself — he explains how things
work in his village: “When we are dividing public
money between local organisations, the football
team always arrive first and they say, we want
the largest portion because we are the largest
group in the village and without football a villa-
ge is not a proper village. To this we reply that
they should not be persuading me, instead they
should agree on it with their wives, who have
their women’s club, the association of parents
and friends of the school and other groups here.
Once women also assert that football is in fact
the most important thing for the village and relin-
quish part of their money, then | will give it to the
football team”. There are only two women out
of the nine members of the Jindfichovice pod
Smrkem council, which seems to be few, never-
theless, it solves issues on a consensual basis;
unless all the male and female representatives
agree with the proposal and solution, the matter
is postponed and is left to mature. (www.jindri-
chovice.cz)

The second example — political training for
Roma women

The civic association (0.s. — ob&anska spole¢-
nost) Athinganoi and the women’s section of the
civic association (o.s.) Slovo 21 Manushe, are
organising a six-weekend-long! political training
for Roma women from March until June this
year. They want to help Roma applicants to bet-
ter orientate themselves in politics and apply for
representative positions in villages. According to
Gabriela Hrabalova, who is one of the organisers
of the training, not one Roma woman has been
elected to a Czech parish council yet. (www.
slovo21.cz/index.php?id=manushe, www.athin-
ganoi.cz)

The third example — www.quovadisfemina.cz
A two-year project of the civic association GAIA
(until the end of 2007) about women, for women,
with women, about the environment, society,
and sustainable life. It aims to create a societal
VISION with the participation of women of vari-
ous age groups, professions, position in society,
social groups, women activists and women col-

laborators of non-profit organisations.

The fourth example — www.zabanaprameni.cz
(www.frogonaspring.cz)

The association organizes a project to further
the pedagogical education of men and women
teaching in primary and secondary schools entit-
led Equal Opportunities in Pedagogical Practice.
Children should be made aware of discriminati-
on, or should be brought up in such way that girls
and boys in their adult life do not perpetrate gen-
der discrimination and would in no way accept it
as the norm.

The fifth example — the distance, or rather
self-taught, Universidad Estatal a Distancia
(UNED)

In 1977, Costa Rica established its fourth sta-
te university, a special distance school for that
part of society that encounters obstacles and
particular circumstances that prevent them from
attending universities and finishing their studies.
The university is founded on self-study to a much
greater extent than is the case in our country,
and utilises to the maximum the possibilities off-
ered by modern technologies. It has emerged
that the UNED serves mostly women, either wo-
men who are on maternity leave, employed or
unemployed, as women constitute as many as
70 % of all students. (www.uned.ac.cr)

The sixth example — the Munich Women’s
Bank
A rare bank that focuses exclusively on women,
consultation for women and investment in their
potential. The owner of the bank is the Frauen-
vermogensverwaltung AG. (www.frauenbank.
de)

published in May 2006

Feminism, Homosexuality
and Confidence in Language

A friend of mine asked me the other day if
| read newspapers (at all) — judging by my
contributions to www.prezidentka.cz she
came to the conclusion that | most probably
do not. | have waited to answer until | wrote
this article, which concerns a topic to which
| have long wanted to devote space — the
latest news.

News Item |

| am reluctant to agree with the opinion that it is
necessary to refer to the latest and hottest news
that appears in the media, for me as a commen-
tator — in the exaggerated phrasing of this web
“president” — to appear appropriately relevant.
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postupuje, jestlize se vychazi z jednoho spole¢-
ného zdroje. Pfiznam hned, Ze nejsem presvéd-
¢ena o platnosti této poucky. Svét nepoznavame
vSichni ani tymz zplsobem, ani v tomtéz rytmu,
ani ve shodném faktobéhu, naopak kazdého
a kazdou hnétou jiné Zivotni podminky, vliadne-
me jinym temperamentem a vibec nas pohanéji
jinak vrstvené osobni potfeby, a to i pfestoze
v podstaté poznavame jeden a tentyz svét. Dnes
si uz nikdo nemuze myslet, Ze mize sama/séam
0 sobé poznat realitu, tedy dobro a zlo svéta,
v jeji plnosti. Kazda a kazdy pouze pfispivame
svym pohledem z nepatrné odliSného uhlu k jeho
celkovému vérnéjSimu vyobrazeni, a nikdy tak
o ném paradoxné nebudeme, ani nemizeme,
miuvit stejnym jazykem, i kdybychom uzivali
naprosto stejna slova.

Co mne na té poucce — v podstaté vyslovujici se
predevsim o komunikacni hospodarnosti a pres-
nosti - nesedi, je prave iluze o tom, ze jazyk je
presny (jakoz i mysleni) a Zze komunikace je snad
hlavné otazkou zapamatovani si a dusledného
uzivani presnych definic slov. Pokladam otazku
prvni: Opravdu znamenaji promluvy ,jsem femi-
nistka“ a ,jsem feministka“ nutné totéz? Otazka
druhd: Budu-li se stejnym (v uréitém diskurzu)
jazykem vztahovat ke stejnym medializovanym
aktualitam a skute¢nostem, jez funguji jen do
omezené miry jako socializujici, co nového se
o realité dozvime? Tedy také, co nového se femi-
nistky dozvédi o sobé& navzajem a samy o sobé
(nejen co se svét dozvi nového o feministkach)?
Otazka treti: Opravdu jsme si jisty, Ze promluvy
Jsem feministka“ a ,nejsem zadna feministka“
znamenaji néco radikalné jiného? Jazyk by stro-
hym a pfesnym dorozumivanim ve skutec¢nosti
pomalu a jisté vypustil dusi. Dorozuméni je na
jazyku dost nezavislé, zato velmi zavisi na dob-
ré vuli rozumét si. Jazyk potfebuje Zivotné nutné
ony metaforické a poetické nepresnosti i nedo-
konalosti, aby mohl pfeklenovat bytostné pro-
pasti lidské zkuSenosti.

TotéZz co o jazyku Ize Fict o spole€nosti: prozivani
spole¢nosti skrze (doslova) uniformované a tak
¢i onak hodnotové hierarchizované aktuality nasi
spole¢nost jen ochuzuje. Teprve ,odhlédnutim®
od tzv. hlavnich témat a pfiklonem k oteviené
a verejné subjektivité mizeme objevovat nové
véci a vyznamy. Mimochodem nemyslim si, Ze
skutecné existuje problém ,micici a pasivni vét-
Siny“, jde podle mého nazoru spiSe o skupinu,
ktera je prosté pani a panem svého soukromé-
ho, ale i vefejného €asu a energie - a odvazuje
se prozivat jiné aktuality nezZli sou¢asna moc, at
uz ji reprezentuje kdokoli. Problémem ovsem je,
Ze se moc bohuzel dosud nenaucila respektovat
tyto soub&zné obcCanské aktuality a i skrze né
pfezkoumavat svoji vlastni skute¢nost.

Politicka moc je dnes tak pfiSkrcena vlastni-

mi p6ézami, zastérkami a taktizovanim, ze se
vySe zminéna elementarni dobra vile nemuize
uplatnit, a tim padem se jaksi vytraci i obsah
a smysl politické komunikace. Dokladem chybé-
jici dobré vle jsou koneckoncl vSechny pokusy
o zavedeni vétSinového systému (jako kdyby ani
neexistovalo v nasi historii pouc¢eni z povale¢né
,demokratické” huraeliminace Agrarni partaje
a jinych). Dal$im pfikladem muze byt kategorizo-
vani voliéek/t a ob&anek/d coby nesvépravnych
a prostinkych laikt v oblasti vlastiobrany...
Proto predkladam dal$i ,odchylenou” aktualitu,
ktera je mi ovSem vérna vic nezli cokoli jiného:

Aktualita Il

Uz tfikrat jsem v Zivoté narazila na vétu: Homo-
sexualové patfi do plynu, v tomhle bych s Hitle-
rem souhlasil/a. Poprvé jsem si ji vyslechla od
spoluzacky na vysoké béhem besedy. Podruhé
to byl feditel zakladni $koly, ktery se o svuj nazor
podélil pfed celou nastoupenou Skolou, coz mi
zprostfedkovala ostravska sociolozka, ktera
toho byla svédkyni. Potfeti jsem se ji doCetla na
internetu, autorem byl tentokrat anonym.

Ackoli mé ta nepochopitelna krutost smysleni
ranila, nikdy jsem tyto pfiklady neuvadéla mezi
pfipady, kdy jsem byla jako lesbicka Zena diskri-
minovana. Kupodivu jsem tyto okamziky pomér-
né uspésné zaplasila jako feci vedené z nezna-
losti. Moje spoluzacka se mi nakonec asi rok
poté omluvila, Zze ,byla hloupa®“. V dobé, kdy pro-
nasela s takovou fec€nickou lehkosti hitlerovsky
rozsudek nad teplousi, neznala zadného homo-
sexudla, a uz vubec ani v nejmensim nemohla
tudit, ze mezi né patfi i jeji kamaradka.

Nijak dramaticky jsem si nepfebirala ani skute¢-
nost (vlastné souvisejici), Ze se polistopadové
vlady neodhodlaly k tomu, aby vedle politickych
véznu odskodnily i homosexualy, ktefi skondili
v koncentraénich taborech - stfizlivé odhady
hovofi o nékolika desitkach tisic mrtvych, coz
ma odpovidat asi 60% internovanych homosexu-
ala (in: Pechova, Olga). Kromé urcité homofobie
jsem si dokazala predstavit, Ze svou roli sehra-
la asi neochota vydavat dal$i penize z malého
mésce za vinu nékoho jiného. Nanestésti ovSem
oficialni zdGvodnéni bylo i to, Ze zakony v té dobé
platné ¢inily z homosexualt kriminalniky. Podle
této logiky bychom ovéem nemohli trestat témér
zadné fasistické a komunistické zlociny...
Teprve nyni mi naplno dochazi, jak dlouho jsem
brala svou homosexualitu s velkym odstupem.
Tak napfiklad spi$ nezli samotny vyrok o pra-
satech na adresu homosexualt z Ust jistého
lidoveckého poslance — jisténého imunitou — mé
pred par lety zvedlo ze Zidle to, Zze se tentyz
poslanec bez jakéhokoli zavahani okamzité jal
soudit s psychologem Hubalkem pro urazku
o velké penize, kdyZ mu doty¢ny jaksi na obranu



The question reminded me of one theorem in
education, which says that learning and science
advance most if they arise from one mutual sour-
ce. | admit straight away that | am not convinced
of the validity of this theorem. We do not all get to
know the world in the same way, or at the same
rhythm, or through the same course of facts. On
the contrary, everyone experiences different con-
ditions, possesses different temperaments and
is driven by different personal needs, despite
basically getting to know the same world. Today,
no one can think that he or she alone can get to
know reality, i.e. the good and evil of the world,
in its full potential. Everybody can only contribute
their perspective from a slightly different angle
to its overall more faithful picture, and therefore
paradoxically we never will, or can, speak about
it in the same language, even if we used exactly
the same words.

What bothers me about this theorem — which is
basically about effective and accurate communi-
cation — is the illusion that language is accurate
(as well as thought) and that communication is
perhaps primarily a question of remembering
and consistently using the exact definition of
words. | present the first question: Do the words
“I am a feminist” and “I am a feminist” necessa-
rily mean the same? The second question: If
| refer with the same language (in a particular
discourse) to the same news and facts appearing
in the media, which only work to a limited extent
as a socialising factor, what new things are we
going to find out about reality? Thus also, what
new facts are feminists going to find out about
themselves and each other (not only what the
world will get to know about feminists)? The third
question: Are we really sure that the utterances
“I am a feminist” and “I am no feminist” mean
something radically different?

With a succinct and exact understanding lan-
guage would in fact slowly and surely die out.
Understanding does not really depend on lan-
guage, though it very much depends on the wil-
lingness to understand each other. For langua-
ge, metaphorical and poetic inaccuracies and
imperfections are vital, so that it can bypass the
essential abysses of human experience.

The same could be said about society as about
language: experiencing society through (literal-
ly) uniformed and hierarchised “hot” news items
only impoverishes our society. Only through
“deflecting” from the so-called main topics and
inclining towards an open and public subjectivity
can we discover new things and meanings. By
the way, | do not think that the problem of the
“silent and passive majority” in fact exists, in my
opinion this is a group that simply governs its
private, but also public time and energy — and
dares to experience other realities than the cur-

rent authorities, regardless of whom these are
represented by. The problem is that unfortuna-
tely the authorities have not learnt yet to respect
these concurrent civic “news items” yet and to
explore their own reality through them.

These days political power is so constrained
by its own posturing, mudslinging and tactical
manoeuvering that the aforementioned ele-
mentary willingness can not be exercised, and
thus somehow the content and reason of poli-
tical communication withers away. Proof of this
missing good will is all attempts to introduce the
majority system (as if in our history the lesson
from the postwar “democratic” hoorahelimination
of the Agrarian Party and others did not exist).
Another such example could be the categorisa-
tion of voters and citizens as irresponsible and
naive laypeople in the matter of homeland defen-
se.

And that is also why | am mentioning my today’s
“deflected” news, which has stuck with me loyal-
ly more than anything else:

News Item Il

Three times | have encountered the sentence:
“homosexuals should be gassed, | would agree
with Hitler on this.” | heard it for the first time
from a fellow woman student at university during
a discussion. The second time it was uttered
by a headmaster of a primary school, who pre-
sented his opinion in front of a gathering of the
whole school, and this was witnessed by a soci-
ologist from Ostrava who later told me about it.
The third instance | found on the Internet, this
time its author was anonymous.

Although this unimaginable cruelty in thinking
hurt me, | never cited these instances among
cases where, as a lesbian woman, | was discri-
minated against. Surprisingly, | have quite suc-
cessfully managed to downplay these moments
as being spoken out of ignorance. My female
classmate eventually apologised to me about a
year later for being ‘stupid’. At the time she was
proclaiming with such rhetorical ease the Hit-
lerian verdict on gays, she had not known any
homosexual, and certainly could not have sus-
pected in the slightest that her friend was one of
them as well.

| have not dwelled too much on the fact (actually
related) that the post-November government did
not resolve to also compensate, along with poli-
tical prisoners, homosexuals who ended up in
concentration camps — moderate estimates cite
several tens of thousands of dead, which corre-
sponds to about 60 percent of interned homo-
sexuals (Pechova Olga). Apart from a certain
homophobia, | could have imagined that this was
partly caused by a reluctance to give out more
money from a small pot for something that was
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homosexualni komunity urazku ,oplatil®.

Snazila jsem se a snazim se nebrat vselijaké
urazlivé vyroky pfili§ osobné, vzdycky jsem chté-
la vé&fit v to, Ze osobni setkani dokaze radikalné
proménit ony nenavistné feci. Pfemyslela jsem
Casto, nakolik maji pravdu &i se myli lidé, ktefi
mi podsouvaji exhibicionismus. Jak dokazat, ze
vefejné promluvy o velmi intimnich vécech vedu
jen s velkym sebezapfenim a Ze je mi protivha
nevyiféena nalepka profesionalni lesby, ktera
snad ani nema jiné zajmy? Ale at' mi nékdo pora-
di, jak jinak nezli vefejnym vystupovanim vyvra-
cet strach, bludy a myty o homosexualité?
Hodné jsem se napfemyslela a jeSté napfemys-
lim o tom, zda opravdu neskodim ostatnim femi-
nistkdm (valnou vétSinou heterosexualnim), kdyz
citim potfebu a odvazuji se jako lesba také mimo
jiné hajit SirSi Zenska prava. V ocich nékterych
zen (mysli si to napfiklad i predsedkyné SNK-
ED pani Hybaskové) jsem navic jako bezdétna
Zena vlastné privilegovana a tato ma svoboda
mne stavi do podstatné vyhodnéjsiho postave-
ni ve srovnani s matkami. Ale co tyto Zeny védi
o tom, Zze jsem téméf v kazdém vztahu tvrdé
narazila, kdyZ jsem i jen naznacila, Ze uvazuiji
o vétsi politické angazovanosti? Prosté vychova
ditéte sama o sobé& neni tou nejvétsi bariérou
v pracovni kariéfe, ale je to pfedevSim chybéjici
podpora, nesouhlas az odpor partnerd/partne-
rek. | bezdétny ¢lovék ma své omezujici zavaz-
ky. | lesbické vztahy mohou trpét stereotypy.
Kdyz nebudu mit déti, budu mnohymi vnimana
jako sobecka Ci v lepSim pfipadé nedostate¢na
Zena. Béda ale pokud jako lesbicka Zena za¢nu
s partnerkou vazné usilovat o zaloZeni (netra-
diéni) rodiny, i tehdy budu sobecka, protoze ,se
vi“, ze homosexualni rodice jsou rodi¢i Spatny-
mi, nevhodnymi. Kde jen berou heterosexualové
svoji ni¢im neotfesitelnou jistotu, Ze jsou néjak
automaticky dobrymi rodi¢i?

Tohle vSechno jesté Clovék dokaze jakztakz
zpracovat. V poslednim roce €i dvou ale na sobé
pozoruji, Ze beru vypady proti homosexualim
jinak, mnohem osobnéji, vnimam je najednou
s daleko vySsSi citlivosti nez dfive. Dokud se totiz
vypady proti homosexualité odehravaly v roviné
strachu z neznamého, urazek a raznych pfirov-
nani, néjak jsem se s nimi vyrovnala. Ale homo-
fobni argumentace se zménila: emotivni urazky
vystfidalo pfimé obvifovani za stav mimo jiné
heterosexualni rodiny, hedonismus spolecnosti
apod. Homosexualni menSina udajné agresivné
utlaCuje vétSinu a vnucuje ji své zvrhlé hodnoty.
Muzsti Sovinisti a demagogové se nestiti proti
feministkam pouzit tak zakefny homofobni argu-
ment, Ze pry tyto Zzeny tvrdi, Ze nejlepSimi rodici
jsou stejnopohlavni pary! Co tito heterosexua-
lové védi o tom, Ze se homosexualni rodice (ti,
ktefi uz maji déti) sami suzuji obavami, zda jsou

dost dobrymi rodici, a Ze je dési pfedstavy, ze by
jejich dité hrou osudu mohlo také patfit k tomu
procentu déti, které jsou homosexualni. Nevédi
nic o tom, jak si tfeba ja jen coby teta prozivam
zcela iracionalni strach, jenom hlavné aby zadny
ze sestfinych chlapct nebyl homosexualni!
Mam nékdy pocit, Ze homofobie, at' uz otevre-
na ¢i skryté a velmi rafinovana nebo nevédoma,
mi krade muj Zivot a zpochybriuje moje misto
ve spole€nosti. Pofad si je musim obhajovat.
Mozna je to nahromadéni rlznych jinych tlakad,
co ve mné ted bobtna. Ale v kazdém pfipadé
vim, co by byla moje Zivotni prohra - citit se jako
obét a poddat se nerozliSujicimu bezmocnému
sheterofobnimu* vzteku, ktery mnou nékdy lom-
cuje. Nestésti by bylo nedokazat zpracovat svou
frustraci néjak pozitivné a prospésné.

Co casto tiSilo podobné navaly sebelitosti, bylo
védomi bolesti jiné skupiny lidi: Zidd. Mozna
jsem dokonce paradoxné jejich utrpeni za druhé
sveétove valky i v jinych obdobich spoluprozivala
hloubéji nezli stejné utrpeni nds homosexuald.

Aktualita Ill
Dovolte mi vratit se k jazyku, kterému tak bez-
mezné dlvéfujeme; podléhame velmi nebezpec-
né iluzi, Zze kdyZz zname minimalné dvé podoby
zla - fadizmus a statni komunizmus — a umime
je definovat, a dokonce absolutizovat, dokazeme
tim padem jaksi spolehlivé prfedpovédét, jakou
podobu bude mit ztélesnéné zlo pfisti. Jenze
nase aktivni vymezeni se proti zlu minulému
nas nijak necini odolnym vaéi zlu budoucimu,
jehoz se muzeme stat ochotnymi i nevédomymi
prostfedniky a pfisluhovaci. Dokonce ani zad-
na sebevétsi prozita bolest ani bezpravi na nas
spachané nam nedava glejt vécné spravedinosti
a neomylnosti, ani nas nevybavi dozivotni odol-
nosti vaéi viastnimu zlu.
Doufam, Ze tohle maji dnes aspori trochu na
paméti izraelsti politici, velitelé a vojaci.
publikovano v srpnu 2006



someone else’s fault. Unfortunately, the official
reasoning was also that the laws of that time cri-
minalised homosexuals. According to this logic,
however, we would hardly be able to punish any
fascist or communist crimes...

| am only fully realising now how long I have regar-
ded my homosexuality detachedly. For instance,
a couple of years ago, rather than being appalled
by the statement of an MP from KDU-CSL (the
Christian and Democratic Union - Czechoslovak
Civic Party) - who was protected by immunity —
about pigs, when referring to homosexuals, | got
utterly outraged when the very same MP, lacking
any sense of judgment, immediately went on to
sue, for a large amount of money, the psycholo-
gist Hubalek, who somewhat in defence of the
homosexual community, ‘retaliated’ to his insult
in the same vein, calling him a pig himself.

| have tried, and keep trying, to not take various
insulting statements too personally, | always
wanted to believe that personal encounters can
radically change such spiteful words. | have of-
ten thought about the extent to which people are
right or wrong, when they suggest exhibitionism
in me. How shall | prove that | make public sta-
tements about very intimate matters with a great
self-denial and that | detest being tacitly labelled
a professional lesbian, who probably does not
have any other interests? | wish someone could
advise me as to what way other than through
public speaking and activism | should refute the
fear, delusions and myths about homosexuality!
| have often thought, and will continue thinking,
about whether | really do not do disservice to
other feminists (predominantly heterosexual),
when as a lesbian | feel the need and dare to,
among other things, defend wider women’s
rights. What is more, in the eyes of some women
(for example the Chair of SNK-ED - European
Democrats - Mrs. Hybaskova), as a childless
woman | am in fact privileged and this freedom
places me in a significantly more advantageous
position in comparison with mothers. But what
do these women know about how in almost eve-
ry relationship | have had clashes even for mere-
ly suggesting that | am thinking about getting
more involved in politics? Child-rearing is simply
not the biggest impediment in one’s career; it is
primarily the lack of support, disapproval or even
opposition of partners. A childless person also
has his or her restrictive commitments. Lesbian
relationships can suffer from stereotypes, too.

If 1 don’t have children, | will be perceived by
many people as a selfish, or at best, an incom-
plete woman. What's more, heaven help me if
| as a lesbian woman, seriously attempted to
establish a (non-traditional) family. | would be
regarded as selfish even then; because ‘it is
assumed” homosexual parents are bad, unsui-

table parents. Where do heterosexuals get their
unshakeable certainty that they, by definition,
have to be good parents?

One is capable of bearing all of this somehow.
Over the course of the last year or two, however,
| have noticed in myself that | have been taking
the diatribes against homosexuals differently,
more personally. Suddenly | perceive them with
a more heightened sensitivity than before. While
the diatribes against homosexuals took place on
the level of fear of the unknown, | stomached the
insults and various comparisons somehow. The
homophobic arguments have changed though:
emotional insults have been replaced by direct
accusations about the condition of heterosexual
families, the hedonism of society and so forth.
The homosexual minority allegedly aggressively
oppresses the majority and forces its perverse
values upon it. Male chauvinists and demago-
gues don't refrain from using such a malicious
homophobic argument as - it seems these wo-
men claim that same-sex couples are the best
parents! What do these heterosexuals know
about homosexual parents (those with children)
who are tormented by worries about whether
they are being good enough parents; they dread
the idea that their child, in a twist of fate, could
belong to that percentage of children who are
homosexuals. They have no idea that, even if
only as an aunt, | experience an irrational fear
in hoping that none of my sister’s boys is homo-
sexual!

Sometimes | feel that homophobia, whether
open or hidden and very sophisticated or uncon-
scious, is robbing my life and questioning my
place in society. | have to defend this place all
the time. Perhaps this is caused by the accumu-
lation of pressure from various sources that has
been growing inside me. In every case, | know
what would be the failure of my life - feeling like
a victim and yielding to the non-distinguishing,
powerless “heterophobic” anger that sometimes
grips hold of me. It would be unfortunate to be
unable to process one’s frustration in a positive
and useful way.

What has often stifled similar outbursts of self-pity
was the realisation of other people’s pain: that of
the Jews. Maybe | have paradoxically emphasi-
sed with their suffering during the Second World
War and other periods even more so than with
our own suffering, that of homosexuals.

News item lll

Let me get back to language, which we so limit-
lessly trust; we yield to the very dangerous illu-
sion that if we know at least two forms of evil
— fascism and state communism — and are able
to define them, and even absolutise them, we
are thus more capable of reliably predicting the
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Baby humbuk box

Ticha dobra zprava je, ze anonymni schranka
pro nechténé narozené déti koneéné funguje
tak, jak ma — anonymné. Nemohla jsem uvéfrit
vlastnim oc¢im a usim, kdyz se strhl takovy
povyk kolem prvnich starostlivé odlozenych
déti, které se ve schrankach nasly, a ze se
dokonce do celé zalezitosti vlozila policie
a dotyéné matky vyhledala; nac¢ez ony pak
byly vystaveny obrovskému tlaku verejnosti,
aby si déti vzaly zase zpatky.

Vefejnost i ufady si tedy pomalu zvykaji, ze je
rovnéz projevem lasky (nepochybné!), kdyz
novopetena maminka (mozna s tatinkem
a mozna bez) dospéje k rozhodnuti, Ze nékdo
jiny mGze byt ditéti lepSim rodi¢em, vytvofit mu
UtulngjSi domov, poskytnout mu lepsi péci a
zazemi, vénovat mu potfebnou pozornost. Navic
institut schranek je pokud vim uzpusoben tak,
aby doslo co nejrychleji k adopci.

To nejradikalné&jsi na celé véci je zfejmé poznani
(nebo i jen pripusténi moznosti), Ze ne vzdycky je
biologické pouto tak nenarusitelné pevné a silné,
jak se bez vétSiho rozliSovani jednotlivych pfipa-
dd domnivame. Neboli zneklidfiuje nas moznost,
Ze ,biologie neni osud®, tedy pfinejmensim ne
osud cely. Coz mimochodem neni jen osamo-
cené feministické tvrzeni, ale velmi blizko ma
k nému rovnéz i Peroutkova teze z Demokra-
tického manifestu, Ze podstatou ¢lovéka (tedy
podstatou Zeny) neni jen jeho (jeji) biologicka
schranka, nybrz i autonomni nitro: ,Demokracie
musi vyjadfit svou biologii a psychologii.”
Jakkoli mé& opakované napliiuje uzasem rodi-
Covstvi nebo jesté Iépe vztah vzajemné nepod-
mifiované lasky rodi¢ a ditéte, nepovazuiji tuto
zivotni zkuSenost za hodnou vychloubani se
a povySovani se. Snad chapete, Ze to v Zad-
ném pfipadé neni protimluv. Chci tim jen fict, Zze
vysostné niterny prozitek kfesani, noSeni, dava-
ni, chovani a probouzeni nového Zivota neni
a nemél by se stavat argumentem o nedosta-
te€nosti druhych, ktefi déti prosté nechtéji nebo
je nemohou mit nebo zatim nemaji. Ma zkratka

obrovskou hodnotu sam o sobé, bez pfimeéru
k jinym skute¢nostem. Ma hodnotu jako pfiklad,
jako moznost.

Bez ohledu na svou hlubokou uctu k rodi¢iim
obecné povazuji za pfirozené a rovnocenné, ze
néktefi rodicovstvi neproziji vibec, respektive
pouze nepfimo coby kupfikladu tety a strycko-
vé, nevlastni mamy a tatové atp. RodiCovstvi
je jen jeden z mnoha bio-psychologickych divu
svéta, dal§imi jsou pratelstvi, tvofivost aj. Ostat-
né fikam-li, ze si vazim rodi¢ovstvi, tak mam na
mysli hlavné tajemny ideal rodiCovstvi a ideal
nepodminéné lasky a z&asti onu velmi kifehkou
a jimavou skuteénost sisyfovského posunovani
nasich vlastnich rodi€ovskych — lidskych — mez-
nich moznosti smérem k tomuto idealu, ale pre-
ce jen stale mimo jeho dosah.

Kdyz se ohlédneme do minulosti, dfive se rodin-
né vztahy odvijely v dost odlisném spolecen-
ském Casoprostoru — teprve relativné nedavno
jsme za praci zacali jezdit mimo domov a stava
se za danych podminek podstatné tézsi utvaret
a peéstovat si maly okruh pevnych dlouhodo-
bych vztahu. Také rodic¢ovsky vztah k détem (i
samotny ideal) byl jiny, coz je pfi nékdejSim pru-
mérném poctu 5-6 déti na rodinu pochopitelné;
nutné musel byt jiny neZli vztah dne$nich rodict
k jednomu &i dvéma potomkdm a naopak.

Za povykem kolem anonymnich schranek pro
déti je citit silny panicky strach — strach vykfiku-
jici pfekvapivé do svéta, ze vymirame, pfipadné
Ze Zeny jsou sobeckeé, protoze nerodi tolik déti
jako dfive. Napada mne tudiz otézka: Co bylo
dfiv? Strach, Ze vymieme, nebo strach z toho,
Ze se zena osvobozuje? Neni nakonec prvni
disledkem druhého? Vzdyt lidstvo ani nahodou
nevymira, ale naopak pocet lidi na planeté neu-
stale zavratnym a ¢im dal vice nednosnym tem-
pem roste. Mimochodem je znamo, Ze v hustém
porostu stromy dozravaji a zaénou plodit mno-
hem pozdéji nez samorostlé stromy v oteviené
krajiné. Nepochybuji o tom, Ze lidstvo podobné
citlivé vnima a reaguje na zivotni prostor a méni-
ci se (nebo spiSe ubyvajici) krajinu kolem sebe.
Nemyslim si ani nahodou, Ze nizka porodnost je
problém — nikdo si snad vazné neumi predsta-
vit a nasledné nebude tvrdit, Ze by kdy mohla
dosahnout nuly. Pokud ale existuje né&jaky poli-
ticky ofisek, je jim otazka, jak do budoucna jinak
organizovat mezilidskou a mezigeneracni soli-
daritu, protoZze sou€asny systém v sobé uz od
samého pocatku obsahuje chybny predpoklad,
Ze tim nejhlavnéjSim nosnym sloupem ve sta-
vajicim systému budou v podstaté dvé promeén-
né: rodici Zeny a poCet narozenych déti, coz mi
pfipada tak smutna utilitarizace a zpramysinéni
matefstvi (byt asi nechténé a nedomyslené), ze
ani neméam silu to komentovat.

Zavedeni systému ddchodového pojisténi, jak



next form of pure evil. Nevertheless, our active
opposition to past evils does not make us more
immune against future evils, whose compliant
and unconscious intermediaries and hangers-on
we might become. Not even the greatest experi-
enced pain and injustice inflicted upon us gives
us a guarantee of eternal righteousness and
infallibility before our own evil.
| hope that Israeli politicians, leaders and sol-
diers will bear this in mind today.

published in August 2006

The Baby Humbug Box

The quiet good news is that the anonymous
box for unwanted newborn children is finally
working as it should —anonymously. | couldn’t
believe my own eyes and ears when so much
fuss broke out regarding the first carefully
deposited children, who have been found in
the boxes. Even the police got involved and
found the respective mothers; whereupon
they were exposed to immense public pres-
sure to take their children back again.

The public and the authorities are thus slowly
getting accustomed to the idea that it is also a
manifestation of love (without a doubt!) when a
new mother (with or without the father) arrives at
the conclusion that someone else can be a bet-
ter parent for her child, that someone can create
a more comfortable home, provide the child with
better care and a better environment or be able
to devote the necessary attention. Furthermore,
the boxes, as far as | know, are intended to ena-
ble the fastest adoption possible.

The most radical aspect of this issue is proba-
bly the knowledge (or even the admission of
the possibility) that the biological bond is not
always so inviolably close and strong, and that
we make assumptions without making distincti-
ons in particular cases; or we are disturbed by
the possibility that “biology is not fate”, or at least
not the entirety of fate. This is not an isolated
feminist statement, but is very closely matched
by Peroutka’s thesis from the Democratic mani-
festo, which states that the essence of a person
(thus the essence of woman) is not only his (her)
biological shell, but also the autonomous interi-
or. “Democracy has to express its biology and
psychology.”

No matter how much parenthood, or even more
the relationship of unconditional love between
parents and children, repeatedly fills me with
awe, | do not believe this life experience auto-
matically entitles someone to swagger and pat-
ronise. | hope you understand that this is in no
case a contradiction. | just want to point out that

an entirely inward experience of creation, car-
rying, giving, fostering and awakening new life is
not or should not become an argument about the
insufficiency of others, who simply do not want
children or cannot have them or have not had
them yet. It has huge value in itself, without any
comparisons to other facts. It is valuable as an
example, as a possibility.

Regardless of my deep respect for parents in
general, | consider it equally natural, that some
people do not experience parenthood at all, or
more precisely experience it only indirectly, as for
example aunts and uncles, foster mothers and
fathers, etc. Parenthood is only one of the many
bio-psychological wonders of the world; others
are friendship, creativity and so forth. Besides,
if 1 say that | honour parenthood, then what
| have in mind is primarily the mysterious ideal of
parenthood, the ideal of unconditional love and
partly the very fragile and absorbing reality of the
Sisyphean shifting of our own parental — human
— limits towards this ideal, though it is still not
quite within reach.

In the past, family relations took place in a con-
siderably different societal spatio-temporali-
ty — only relatively recently have we started to
travel far from our homes and it's become more
difficult to build and cultivate a small circle of
solid, long-term relationships. Also, the parent-
child relationship (and the ideal itself) used to be
understandably different, considering the one-
time average of 5-6 children per family; it had to
be essentially different than the relationship of
today’s parents to one or two children.

Behind the fuss over the anonymous boxes for
children, a strong panic and anxiety can be felt
— an anxiety that screams out to the world, sur-
prisingly, that we are dying out, or that women
are selfish, because fewer children are being
born than before. Thus a question arises: What
happened first? The fear of dying out or the fear
that women are liberating themselves? Is the for-
mer ultimately not a consequence of the latter?
Humankind is not dying out even by chance. On
the contrary, the number of people on the pla-
net keeps growing at an unsustainable pace. As
a matter of fact, it is known from trees, that in
dense woods, they will mature and start yielding
much later than trees growing singly in an open
landscape. | have no doubt that humankind per-
ceives and reacts to living space and the chan-
ging (or rather declining) landscape around them
with similar sensitivity.

| do not think at all that a low birth-rate would be
a problem — no one can possibly imagine and
subsequently claim, that it could ever reach zero.
If there is a political conundrum, then it has to
be the question of how to organise inter-personal
and inter-generational solidarity differently in the
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ho zname dodnes, i s touto inherentni logickou
i matematickou hrubkou, znamenalo svého ¢asu
nepopiratelné obrovsky spole€ensky pokrok a na
jistou dobu pojisténi fungovalo, ale nyni narazi
na svou mez. Je holy nesmysl vinit za toto bez-
détné pary Ci jednotlivce a udajnou sobeckost
Zen. Spi§ by bylo na prvnim misté vinit a volat
k odpovédnosti ty vlady, které v minulosti sahly
do fond( duchodového pojisténi a utratily nastra-
dané penize na zcela jiné Ucely, aniz by fondy
pozdéji doplnily; které svou nepozornosti vuci
pravu &i rovnou korupci zpGsobily Ceské repub-
lice milionové a miliardové finanéni skody; které
velmi nedostate¢né vyuzivaiji tfi zakladnich moz-
nosti, jak vytvofit ,bohatstvi“ a naspofit penize
a pouzit tyto penize na projekty skute¢né komu-
nitniho a dlouhodobého zajmu. To pfedposledni
a posledni by podle mého mélo byt tim hlavnim
zajmem zreformovaného systému dliichodového
pojisténi.

Jinymi slovy spole¢nost by neméla organizovat
solidaritu vyhradné tak, Ze bezdé&cné posiluje
stigmatizaci urcité skupiny (bezdétnych Zzen).
Velice by ji prospélo, kdyby pfestala povazovat
rodinu za jedinou pfirozenou solidarni jednotku
a zacala vnimat celou $kalu moznosti proziva-
ni sounalezitosti. Méla by hledat nové a Sirsi
Dnes se nam ,zakladni“ solidarni jednotka
nejenze zmensuje (coz neni problém), ale ubyva
v ni i spole€né traveného Casu. Zato ale jednotli-
vi ¢lenové a €lenky rodiny navazuji mimo rodinu
vysoky pocet nepevnych znamosti. Nabizi se
tudiz, Ze je tfeba trénovat a tfibit naSe védomi
v tom smyslu, Ze se nam osobné bude dafit Iépe,
kdyz budeme trvale pomahat i druhym, aby se
jim vedlo lépe. Budeme se muset uit pohotovée
sounalezitosti s neznamymi lidmi na prvni setka-
ni. Toho nejlépe docilime péstovanim spolupra-
cujiciho védomi a potazmo promyslenou koope-
racni politikou.

Jestlize nam opravdu zalezi na détech a rodi¢ov-
stvi, pak spiSe nez manipulaci s Zenskymi osudy
musime pUsobit kladnym a vzrusujicim pfikla-
dem, vytvaret rodi¢lm i détem pfitazlivé a utulné
prostfedi ve spole¢nosti — a oslovovat mimo jiné
i détskou dusi.

Bezprecedentnim ukazkovym projektem, ktery
je otevien détské dusi a chape i ji jako nedéli-
telnou soucast (dospélé) spolecnosti ted a tady,
je nezavisly ob&ansky plan strategického rozvoje
Kostariky: www.estrategia.or.cr. Projekt vytvofilo
bez naroku na honorafr na 200 pfednich kosta-
rickych osobnosti (védcu/kyr, podnikatell/lek
a akademik(/€ek) mimo politickou arénu v letech
2004-2006 a letos ho soucasny prezident pfejal
jako soucast své agendy! Cilem je, aby se Kos-
tarika do roku 2050 stala rozvinutou zemi. Na
webovych strankach této Iniciativy pro 21. sto-

leti najdete zcela samozfejmé a patficné okénko
pro déti — tipy na jednoduché védecké pokusy,
kooperacni hry, atp. Zcela samoziejmé je do
propagacni strategie zahrnuto i to, Zze s onim
planem budou seznameny a raznymi formami
do né&j zapojeny rovnéz kostarické déti a mladez
v celé zemi. | toto je totiz pfispévek rodi¢lm,
jakoz i nabidka moznosti jinak straveného volné-
ho €asu pro jejich déti. A to nemluvim o dalSich
vysokych hodnotach a inspirativnich aspektech
tohoto zaméru.

publikovano v prosinci 2006

Otevieny dopis
Parkanové

ministryni

Tento otevieny dopis byl v souvislosti s pro-
bihajici diskusi o umisténi vojenské zaklad-
ny na nase uzemi a dalSich otazek, které se
v této souvislosti oteviraji, zaslan pfimo pani
ministryni.

Vazena pani ministryné Parkanova,

sleduji s velkym zajmem debatu ohledné zvazo-
vaného umisténi vojenské zakladny ciziho statu
na Uzemi nasi republiky a dovoluji si Vam opono-
vat v prvni fadé v nasledujicim Vasem tvrzeni:

,3ilné vnimam dulezitost armady pro nasi bez-
pecnost, pro zahrani¢ni politiku statu; armada
je i dulezitou spole¢enskou instituci, bez niz
nemuze suverénni stat existovat.” (23.1. 2007)

Toto je pouze ni¢im nepodlozena domnénka
nebo VaSe neznalost. Ve skute€nosti existuji jiz
minimalné dva staty, Kostarika (1948) a Panama
(1993), které stalou armadu ustavné zrusily; ku
svému prospéchu, rozvoji i k zvySené bezpec-
nosti svych sousedd a celého regionu. Kostari-
ka diky tomu mohla enormné navysit investice
do zdravotnictvi a vzdélavani a dva ukazatele



future, because from the very beginning the cur-
rent system contains the erroneous assumption
that the most important supporting pillars of the
current system, are basically two variables: child-
bearing women and the number of new-born
children. This seems to me such a sad use and
industrialisation of motherhood (even if uninten-
tional and not thought through), that | have not
even got the strength to comment on it.

The introduction of the old age pension system,
as we know it today, even with this inherent logic
and mathematical error, represented at the time
undeniably huge progress for society. For a cer-
tain amount of time the system worked, but now
it has reached its limits. It is utter nonsense to
blame childless couples, individuals or alleged
women’s selfishness. It would be more appropri-
ate to, in the first place, blame and make respon-
sible those governments that in the past reached
for the pension insurance funds and spent the
money for completely different purposes, without
replenishing them later on and which, in their
non-observance of the law or outright corrupti-
on, cost the Czech Republic millions or billions
of financial damage, or governments that very
insufficiently utilise the three basic ways to gene-
rate ‘wealth’, save money and use this money
for projects of a truly community-based and
long-term interest. These last two, in my opini-
on, should be the main concerns of the reformed
system of pension insurance.

In other words, society should not organise soli-
darity solely so that it inadvertently increases
the stigmatisation of a particular group (childless
women). It would be of great benefit if it stop-
ped considering the family the only natural social
unit and started noticing the whole spectrum of
possibilities of how to experience coexistence. It
should search for new and wider (more democra-
tic) forms of making old age secure.

Today, the ‘basic’ solidarity unit is not only dimi-
nishing (which is not a problem), but the amount
of shared time within it is also decreasing. Never-
theless, individual family members make a large
number of non-committed acquaintances outsi-
de of the family. Thus it follows that it is necessa-
ry to train and refine our consciousness in the
sense that we personally will be better off, if we
consistently help others to be better off, too. We
will have to learn a more instantaneous rapport
with strangers during our first encounter. This
could be best achieved through the refining of
our cooperative consciousness and subsequent-
ly an elaborate cooperation politics.

If we really care about our children and paren-
thood, then, rather than manipulating women’s
destinies, we should act as positive and exciting
role-models, creating an attractive and comfor-
table environment for parents and children in

society — addressing, amongst other things, the
child’s soul.
An unparalleled exemplary project that is recep-
tive to the spiritual development of children
and understands this to be an indivisible part
of (adult) society here and now, is Costa Rica’s
independent civic plan of strategic development:
www.estrategia.or.cr. The project was concei-
ved for free by 200 eminent Costa Rican figu-
res (scientists, entrepreneurs, academics) from
outside the political arena during 2004-2006 and
this year it was accepted by the current president
as a part of his agenda!
The objective for Costa Rica is to become
a developed country by 2050. On the website of
the Initiative for the 21st century you will find, as
a matter of course and rightly so, a window for
kids with tips for simple scientific experiments,
collaborative games, etc. Naturally, the promo-
tion strategy encompasses that Costa Rican
children and youth in the whole country will be
acquainted with and involved in the aforemen-
tioned plan in various ways. Even this is a con-
tribution to parents, as well as an option for their
children, as it offers a different way of spending
free time. And | am not even speaking about the
other high values and inspirational aspects of
this intention.

published in December 2006

An open letter to Minister Par-
kanova

This open letter was sent directly to the
Minister concerning the ongoing debate
about locating a US military base on our ter-
ritory and other questions that arise from this
topic.

Dear Madame Minister Parkanova,

| have been observing the debate regarding the
considered location of a military base of a foreign
state on the territory of our republic with great
interest, and allow me first to challenge your fol-
lowing statement:

“| strongly apprehend the importance of the
army for our security, for state foreign policy;
the army is an important institution in society,
without which a sovereign state cannot exist.”
(23 January, 2007)

This is either an unsubstantiated assumption, or
shows your unfamiliarity with the issue. In fact
there are at least two states, Costa Rica (1948)
and Panama (1993), which constitutionally abo-
lished their standing army; and reaped the bene-
fits, development and also increased the security
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za vSechny hovofi bez zbyteénych komentaru:
1) zatimco ve 40. letech se Kostari¢ané dozivali
v priméru pouhych 46 let, v 70. letech uz to bylo
asi 70 let (dnes ma o néco vyssi vék nez CR);
2) v souc€asnosti méa Kostarika vice vysokos$kola-
ki nez CR, byt je to stale jesté rozvojova zemé
a bojuje se (snizujici se) 20% chudobou!

Oproti Sifenému mytu o vétsi zranitelnosti statu
bez armady se ve skute¢nosti dramaticky sniZzu-
je pravdépodobnost, Zze by nékdo na stat bez
armady zautoCil. Riziko takového prepadeni je
asi stejné jako riziko, Zze bychom se v pfipadé
pfepadeni nepratelim neubranili, i kdyz armadu
mame (neni-li ono riziko je$té mensi), nebo asi
tak velké jako moznost, Ze bychom se nepra-
telim vzdali bez boje, prestoze armadu mame
(vlastni ¢eska zkuSenost let 1939, 1968).

Po Panamé se také Haiti pokusilo jit podob-
nou moudrou a mirovou cestou (1995) a je
k tizi USA, Ze za trest (nehodi se Fici na protest)
stahla tolik potfebnou finanéni podporu této zemi
na socialni a investi¢ni projekty pravé ve chvili
a pravé proto, Ze Haiti zruSilo armadu pod vlivem
kostarického prikladu.

Je pravda, ze Kostarika je se svymi 4 miliony
obyvatel o polovinu mensi nez my, Ceska repub-
lika, pfesto to neni zanedbatelny stat. Mirovym
a pfimym (nezbabélym) vyjednavanim s Hon-
durasem, Salvadorem a Nikaragui se ji koncem
80. let podarilo to, co si USA nevymohly ozbroj-
nymi operacemi (¢aste¢né financovanymi obcho-
dem s drogami) - totiz vypsani demokratickych
voleb ve v8ech zemich zmitanych bud obcan-
skymi valkami, ¢i pod vladou komunist( na zakla-
dé dohody Esquipulas Il. Za své usili obdrzel
v roce 1987 Oscar Arias Sanchez Nobelovu cenu
miru. Je tfeba podotknout, Ze svou alternativni
vizi prosazovani demokracie Kostarika vtiskla
Stfedni Americe navzdory obrovskému tlaku
a prekazkam ze strany USA a navzdory tomu, Ze
prochazela vleklou hospodarskou krizi v dusled-
ku ropné krize a ¢elila (v podstaté dodnes celi)
bezprecedentnimu pfilivu legalnich a nelegal-
nich pfistéhovalcu.

Svou hrdosti, suverénni diplomacii na mezina-
rodnim poli a vy8Simi duchovnimi aspiracemi je
mi tato zemé nesmirné sympaticka. Prala bych
si byt stejné hrda na svou vlastni zemi a eské
politiky a politicky. Za 60 let bez armady (které
uz Kostarika brzy oslavi) by nase zemé usetfila
a mohla jinak investovat 60 krat 50 miliard korun
(ne-li vice, protoze vojensky rozpocet je ve sku-
teCnosti rozptylen do dalSich skrytych poloZzek
a mimoradnych rozpoétovych vydaji a ma se
neustdle navySovat).

Tato uspora neboli mirova dividenda by méla
mnohonasobné vétsi hospodafsky a pozitivni
bezpecnostni dopad, nezli ¢im muze nasi zemi
pfispét né&jaké vS§imné za vojenskou zakladnu

USA a néjaké jednorazové zisky pfipadnych
¢eskych dodavateld. Je to neprozirava investice
do slepé ulicky.

Ostatné mluvite-li o suverenité, dikazem opa-
ku, tedy toho, e Ceska republika se nechova
jako suverénni stat, je to, Ze - z neomluvitelné-
ho patolizalstvi vic¢i USA - dosud nepfistoupila
k velmi zasadni umluvé o Mezinarodnim soud-
nim tribunalu.

USA je nepochybné demokraticka zemé, ale
ani demokratickd zemé& neni bez chyb, neni
neomylna a neni néjak automaticky zluvzdorna;
nase politicka reprezentace — na rozdil tfeba od
némecké kanclérky Angely Merkel — nijak nepro-
testovala proti bezprecedentnimu zadrzovani
véznd na Guantanamu a v jinych do¢asnych taj-
nych véznicich mimo ramec amerického prava.
Nemluvé o pouzivani nestandardnich a krutych
metod vyslechu (které nejsou nepodobné tém,
které pouzivali komunisti¢ti vySetfovatelé).
Pokud by se USA i CR sklonily pfed nezavislym
mezinarodnim soudem, udélaly by pro demokra-
cii a jeji propagaci vice nez svymi vojenskymi
invazemi proti svym nékdej§im chranéncim. Je
ostudou Ceské republiky jako spojence USA, Ze
nedokaze fict do o¢i svym pratelidm bolestnou
a potfebnou pravdu.

Projevem vrcholné nesuverenity jsou konec-
koncll i samotné Uvahy o americké zakladné
na nadem uzemi. Na tom nezméni nic ani kos-
metické upravy typu, zda bude &i nebude na
ni platit Ceské pravo, bez ohledu na to, zda jeji
vybudovani bude mit néjaké pozitivni hospodar-
ské dopady, bez ohledu na to, Ze na ni ma byt
umistén jen radar a ne rakety apod.
Nepochybné si uvédomujete, Zze armada je
vibec nejvétSim znecistovatelem Zivotniho
prostfedi na této planeté (jen zaminovani pidy
predstavuje obrovsky celosvétovy problém) a Ze
penize vydavané celosvétové na zbrojeni napro-
sto irracionalné a zdaleka prevySuji skute¢né
hrozby a potfeby bezpecnosti, aniz by vojenské
projekty poskytovaly (protoZze nemohou) fe$eni
naléhavych problémd, kvali nimz se ve skutec-
nosti vedou valky (nedostatek vody, chudoba,
disledky kolonizace, bezohledné parcelovani
svéta mezi mocnostmi apod).

Rada bych Vas timto upozornila na mezinarodni
iniciativu soucasného kostarického prezidenta
Ariase Sancheze (opétovné zvoleného do funk-
ce po 16 letech), ktery navrhuje Mezinarodnimu
ménovému fondu i Svétové Bance a jinym mezi-
narodnim finanénim institucim, aby do budoucna
udilely nizkodro¢né pujéky ¢i promijely ¢asti dlu-
hd tém rozvojovym zemim, které budou sniZovat
vojensky rozpoCet dané zemé a soucasné zvysi
investice do vzdélavani, zdravotnictvi a bydleni.
Jsem prfesvédcena, Ze toto je daleko vyznamnéj-
Si pfispévek svétové bezpec€nosti nezli jakakoli



of their neighbours and the whole region. Thanks
to this move, Costa Rica was able to enormously
increase their investments in the health service
and education; two indicators illustrate this per-
fectly without the need for unnecessary com-
ments: 1) while during the 1940s the average life
expectancy of Costa Ricans was only 46 years,
in the 1970s it was already roughly 70 years
(nowadays it is several years higher than in the
Czech Republic); 2) Today Costa Rica has more
university graduates than the Czech Republic,
even though it is still a developing country and
battles with (a diminishing) 20 % poverty!

In spite of the wide-spread myth about the gre-
ater vulnerability of a state without an army, in
reality the likelihood of someone attacking a sta-
te without an army dramatically decreases. The
risk of such an attack is roughly the same as the
risk that, if an attack were waged, we would not
be able to defend ourselves against our enemies
despite having an army (but perhaps the possi-
bility of attack is even smaller), or the probability
of an attack as high as the possibility of surren-
dering to the enemy without fighting, despite
having an army (our own Czech experience from
1939 and 1968).

After Panama, Haiti also tried to follow in a simi-
larly wise and peaceful way (1995) and it is to
the shame of the US that as a punishment (it
is inappropriate to say as a protest) it withdrew
much-needed financial support for this country
aimed at social and investment projects, right
at the moment and exactly because Haiti went
ahead and abolished its army following the Cos-
ta Rican example.

It is true that Costa Rica, with its four million
inhabitants, is only half the size of our country,
the Czech Republic, nonetheless it is not an
insignificant state. Thanks to peaceful and direct
(non-cowardly) negotiations with Honduras, El
Salvador and Nicaragua at the end of the 1980s,
it achieved something that the US had not been
able to enforce through armed operations (part-
ly financed through drug trafficking) — namely
the launch of democratic elections in all coun-
tries that were either torn by civil wars or under
a Communist government (based on the Esqui-
pulas Il agreement). In 1987 Oscar Arias San-
chez was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for
his efforts. It is necessary to point out that Costa
Rica imprinted its alternative vision of advocating
democracy in Latin America in spite of immense
pressure and obstacles imposed by the US and
in spite of undergoing a protracted economic
cisis as a result of the oil crisis and facing (basi-
cally to this day) an unprecedented influx of legal
and illegal immigrants.

With its pride, sovereign diplomacy in the inter-
national field and higher spiritual aspirations, this

country appeals to me immensely. | wish | could
be similarly proud of my own country and Czech
politicians. After 60 years without an army (the
anniversary of which Costa Rica will celebrate
soon) our country would have saved money and
could have invested 60 times 50 billion Czech
crowns differently (if not more, as the milita-
ry budget is in fact dispersed into other hidden
items and special budget expenditures and it
should continue to increase).

This saving, or peace dividend, would have
a manifoldly greater economic and positive
security impact, than whatever trifle from the US
for its military base can contribute to our count-
ry or than a one-off profit for prospective Czech
suppliers. It is an ill-advised investment leading
into a cul-de-sac.

Besides, if you speak about sovereignty, the evi-
dence of the opposite, i.e. the Czech Republic
not behaving like a sovereign state, is the fact
that — because of inexcusable sycophancy to-
wards the US — until this day it has not acceded
to the profoundly pivotal agreement on the Inter-
national Court of Justice.

The USA is undoubtedly a democratic country,
but even a democratic country is not without
mistakes, it is not infallible and is not by definition
resistant to evil. Our political representation — in
contrast to, for instance, the German Chancel-
lor Merkel — has in no way protested against the
unprecedented detention of prisoners in Guan-
tanamo and in other temporary secret prisons
that are outside of the legal framework of Ame-
rican law. Not to mention the practices of non-
standard and cruel interrogation methods (which
are not dissimilar to the ones used by Commu-
nist investigators).

If the US and the Czech Republic bowed down
to an independent international court, they would
do more to promote democracy than with their
military invasions of their former protégés. It is
a disgrace that the Czech Republic, as an ally of
the USA, is incapable of saying the painful and
necessary truth directly to its friends.

The manifestation of an utter lack of sovereignty
is also seen in questions relating to an American
base on our territory. The cosmetic touches as to
whether Czech law will or will not apply will not
make any difference; regardless of whether the
installation of the base will have any trifling posi-
tive economic impact; regardless of the fact that
only a radar, but no missiles should be located
on it, and so forth.

You must realise that armies are the biggest pol-
luters of the environment on this planet (the laying
of landmines alone constitutes a huge global pro-
blem). Without a doubt, you also realise that the
money spent worldwide on armaments, comple-
tely irrationally, far exceeds the real threats and
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vojenska zakladna. Mnohem potfebné&jsi nezli
dal§i zbrané a dalSi penize utopené v armadé
a zbrojeni jsou investice do vzdélavani, védy,
zdravotnictvi, bydleni ¢&i Zivotniho prostredi.
Vzhledem k tomu, kolik energie se vénuje uva-
ham o minimalné pravdépodobnych scénafich,
si ovéem nedélam iluze, ze zbude ¢as na pod-
statn&jSi véci Zivota a Clovéka - hledani dobra
v lidskych dusich stejné jako zpytovani osklivych
stinG v nasi dusi vlastni.

Mozna Ceska republika opravdu nedokaze
byt suverénnim statem bez armady, jak fikate.
Ze své pozice byste jisté mohla prosadit tedy
alespon jednu malickost: totiz aby ¢esti vrcho-
lovi sportovci pfestali byt placenymi manekyny
armady, jakymisi vojaky-nevojaky, a misto toho
presli pod ochranna kfidla Ministerstva Skolstvi,
mladeze a télovychovy. Toto symbolické snizeni
obranného rozpoctu by mohlo byt drobnym Ces-
kym pfispévkem k novému pokusu o snizeni
vydajl na zbrojeni ve svété.

A posledni dovétek - prosim Vas také o to,
abyste jako demokratka osobné hajila moznost
lidi vefejné vyjadfovat své nazory na pokojnych
demonstracich, tfebaze s nimi soucasna vlada
nemusi souhlasit.

S pozdravem,

Milus KotiSova

publikovano v tnoru 2007



needs of security, without the military projects
providing (because they cannot) solutions to the
pressing problems over which wars are waged in
the first place (water shortages, poverty, the con-
sequences of colonisation, the careless carving
up of the world by the great powers, and so on).
| would like to draw your attention to the interna-
tional initiative of the current Costa Rican presi-
dent, Arias Sanchez (re-elected to his post after
16 years), who has proposed to the International
Monetary Fund, the World Bank and other inter-
national financial institutions, that in future they
grant low-interest loans to, or pardon part of the
debts of, those developing countries that decre-
ase their military budget and at the same time
increase investment in education, health service
and housing.

| am convinced that this is a far more important
contribution to the world’s security than a milita-
ry base. Much more necessary than more arms
and more money being sunk into an army and
armaments, is investment in education, science,
the health service, housing and the environ-
ment. Considering how much energy is devoted
to thinking about minimally plausible scenarios,
| have no illusions that there will be time left for
the more important things in life and people — the
search for goodness in the hearts of others as
well as the questioning of the ugly shadows in
our own souls.

Perhaps the Czech Republic indeed cannot be
a sovereign state without an army, as you say.
From your position, you could surely enforce at
least one small thing: namely that the top Czech
sportsmen and women ceased being remune-
rated (fashion) models of the army — a kind of
non-soldier soldiers — and instead move under
the guardianship of the Ministry for Culture, Edu-
cation and Sport. This symbolic reduction of the
defence budget could be a small Czech contribu-
tion towards a new attempt to reduce armaments
in the world.

And a last remark — | also plead with you, as
a democrat, to personally advocate the possibili-
ty for people to publicly express their opinions at
peaceful demonstrations, even though the cur-
rent government does not necessarily agree with
their views.

Yours sincerely,
Milus KotiSova

published in February 2007
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Je jich dost! Aneb vybrané kandidatky na prezidentku ze ¢tenarské nomina-
ce serveru Prezidentka.cz | There are plenty of them! Selected women candi-
dates for the presidency suggested by readers of the Prezidentka.cz website

Altner Patrik - 18.05.2006 03:47:48, alty@seznam.
cz: Wagnerova EliSka JUDr. - | kdyZ jsem muz
nevim o lep$ kandidatovi/tce na prezidenta nez
je pravé tato Zena, ktera jak svym postojem
v dobach komunismu, tak pak svym plGsobenim
at' uz na Nejvyssim & Ustavnim soudu, kde byla
povéfena mimo jiné i vedenim zahrani¢nich sty-
ki Ustavniho soudu, prokazala, Ze je Zenou, kte-
ra je nad miru schopna vést i takovy Ufad jako je
Urad prezidenta republiky.

Lucia koutsky - 8.06.2006 01:19:14, lucia.koutsky@
portall.eu: Prala bych si za prezidentku herecku
a spisovatelku a predevsim krasneho cloveka
Evu Hudeckovou

Tlum - 9.06.2006 01:45:42, JasonK@seznam.cz: Jiz
v minulych prezidentskych volbach jsem pinné
podporoval pani Albrightovou a tak ji davam ten
Lpomyslny“ hlas i tentokrat... Vim, Ze se pfed 4mi
lety vyjadfila k tomu, Ze by tuto funkci nepfijala,
ale pokud by se objevilo néjaké viditeIné lobby
za jeji osobu, myslim si, Ze by o tom minimalné
uvazovala. Albright for president!!!

mmorgana - 18.06.2006 08:02:14: Livia Klausova.
VéFim, Ze bude lepSi prezidentkou nez jeji muz
a zaroven se domnivam, Zze by neméla byt dis-
kriminovana jen proto, Ze je ,prvni damou".

Lenka P. — 19.06.2006 08:14:09: Miroslava Ném-
cova.Pohybuje se v prostfedi politiky. Ma to
v hlavé srovnané vécné i emocionalné. Ze nyni
Jjede* za ODS mi nevadi... véfim tomu, Ze by
uméla byt pfislusné nadstranicka a s odstupem.
Naopak, to, Ze se to o ni vi, mdze byt jenom
k dobru. Pfipadné nestranictvi kandidatky, samo
o0 sobé, nezarucuje kvalitni vykon funkce ani
Jnestranéni® .

Ed —20.06.2006 07:31:47, guest35@atlas.cz: Hana
Marvanova - sv(j postoj ukazala jak v krizi ODS,
boji o CT tak odchodem z &ela US-DEU, kdyz
nesouhlasila s postojem strany

jezevcik - 21.06.2006 09:12:29: Jirina Jiraskova

jirka - 22.06.2006 09:09:15, roger_br@quick.cz:
Zuzana Roithova

Antonin Rotr - 28.06.2006 09:22:11: Anna Sabato-
va

Markéta - 18.07.2006 09:39:49, marketa@melnic-
ky-antikvariat.com: Parkanova, Hybaskova,
Allbrightova, Moserova (uz ne :-( ), Pfenosi-
lova

Tina - 4.08.2006 09:39:36: Eva Kanttirkova, Marta
Kubisova, Tana FiSerova...

Bara - 10.08.2006 09:37:22, fleissigova@volny.cz:
Dana Némcova

Kuba - 18.08.2006 10:48:42: Ja bych si na Hradé
dovedl predstavit napf. takovou Vlastu Parka-

novou. Coz?

Jakub - 18.10.2006 10:40:07: Martina Navratilova
. Poté, co dostane ¢eské obcanstvi, by to byla
velmi vhodna!

sasa-18.10.2006 10:31:49, alexandrakul@seznam.
cz: Daniela Fischerova - spisovatelka a drama-
ticka - stélo by to za to

Sikula - 1.11.2006 10:20:39: Jana Hybaskova -
europoslankyné, diplomatka, arabistka

Ludék - 18.11.2006 10:07:06: Tana FiSerova; Hele-
na linerova; Dana Bérova; Vlasta Parkano-
va; Véra Chytilova; Klara Slamova; Dagmar
Damkova; Marie Vodiékova; Blanka Rihova;
Véra Céslavské; Martina Navratilova; Renata
Vesecka; Béla Gran Jensenova; Helena Tre-
Stikova

Martin - 3.12.2006 12:28:54, mtomasek@email.cz:
Marie Vodickova, predsedkyné FOD.

Eva-21.12.2006 15:11:15, evasko@seznam.cz: JA
NAVRHUJI NEJVYSSi STATNi ZASTUPKYNI
RENATU VESECKOU, TO JE INTELIGETNI A
KVALIFIKOVANA ZENA NA TUTO FUNKCI 11!

Jana - 28.01.2006 13:56:56: Bylo tady uz uvedeno
hodné osobnosti, tak uvedu i jednu osobnost,
ktera jeSté pravdépodobné uvedena nebyla
a to je EliSka Haskova Coolidge. Ale téch Zen,
co by z fleku mohly byt prezidentkou je cel-
kem dost. BohuZel je ale chyba, Ze o slavnych
muzich nebo muzich obecné se piSe mnohem
vice neZ o Zenach a to bych Fekla, Ze je nejvétsi
problém.

Karolina - 19.02.2007 16:23:56: Shrnu to pouze do
politické sféry. Do pozice prezidentky CR mné
pasuje tfeba europoslankyné Jana Hybaskova.
Vim, ze nékomu tyto dvé Zeny vadi, ale mys-
lim, Ze jsou velice shopné, a to jsou: Katefina
Jacques nebo Jana BobosSikova, obé dvé
samoziejmé az za né&jaky ¢as. Ne hned.

FrantiSek Kostlan - 06.01.2007 00:57:54, fr.kostlan@
volny.cz:Tana Fischerova - byvala poslankyné,
herecka, Helena llinerova - védkyné, Akademie
véd CR, Eliska Wagnerova - soudkyné Ustav-
niho soudu (pfed tim predsedkyné Nejvyssiho
soudu), Anna Sabatova - zastupkyné ombud-
smana, Petruska Sustrova - novinarka, publi-
cistka, prekladatelka...

Sasa - 14.03.2007 13:38:45, AIexAIda@seznan).cz:
Ing. Dana Drabova PhD., pfedsedkyné SUJB.
Inteligentni, vzdélana, kultivovana, schopna.

Rican - 30.04.2007 08:27:40, rici@centrum.cz:
Nominuji Janu Smidovou, vybornou novinarku.

pfispévky jsou publikovany v neredigované podobé



